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Lansing
asks state to
reconsider
Cargill
permit
modification

The town of Lansing has gotten
behind a call from environmental
advocates and ecological scientists
for state authorities
to reconsider their
approval of a permit
modification at the
Cayuga Salt Mine
that would allow
Cargill, the mine’s
operator, to store
brine in a different
part of the mine, which could desta-
bilize Cayuga Lake.

The town board sent a letter to
state officials and environmental au-
thorities with the New York State De-
partment of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC), voted on at the board’s
Jan. 15 meeting, asking for DEC to
rescind its approval of the company’s
application — often referred to as a
“negative declaration.” The resolu-
tion came ahead of the Jan. 20 dead-
line for public comments.

The board’s resolution also calls
for the DEC to require the prepara-
tion of a comprehensive and public-
ly accessible Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) to assess all poten-
tial environmental risks associated
with the activities proposed by the
company in its permit modification.

Additionally, the town asked for
a public hearing to be conducted by
the DEC, to allow for community
input by residents and stakeholders
on the EIS.

That resolution was submitted
to the DEC and the following state
officials:

» Office of General Services Com-

missioner Jeanette Moy
«DEC Interim Commissioner
Sean Mahar

«DEC Region 8 Administrator
Tim Walsh

«DEC Region 7 Administrator
Dereth Glance

« DEC Region 7 Assistant Permit
Administrator Jonathan Stercho

« New York State Senator Lea Webb,
a Democrat representing the Sen-
ate’s 52nd District, which includes
portions of Tompkins County
» New York State Assemblymember
Anna Kelles, a Democrat repre-
senting the Assembly’s 125th Dis-
trict, which includes Tompkins
County

 Cargill Mine Manager Shawn Wil-

By Eddie
Velazquez

See CARGILL on pg 7

Determining the local impact of
Trump’s executive orders

By Jaime Cone Hughes
Managing Editor

Tompkins County residents and
elected officials are attempting to
predict the impacts of a large num-
ber of sweeping executive orders
(EOs) that President Donald Trump
began issuing immediately after he
was sworn into his second term on
Jan. 20.

“It’s a massive number, and
they’re complex,” said Daniel Klein
(D-Danby), Tompkins County Legis-
lature chair.

While the president issued EOs on
topics ranging from energy and the
environment to tariffs and trade,
his orders regarding immigration,
gender, and diversity, equity and
inclusion (DEI) are perhaps some
of the most controversial in Tomp-
kins County, sparking debate and,
in some cases, deep concern for the
rights of some of the county’s most
vulnerable residents.

Immigration

One executive order would effec-
tively end birthright citizenship,
stating that “no department or agen-
cy of the United States government
shall issue documents recognizing
United States citizenship, or accept
documents issued by State, local,
or other governments or authori-
ties purporting to recognize United
States citizenship, to persons when
that person’s mother was unlawful-
ly present in the United States and
the person’s father was not a United
States citizen or lawful permanent
resident at the time of said person’s
birth, or when that person’s moth-
er’s presence in the United States

was lawful but temporary, and the
person’s father was not a United
States citizen or lawful permanent
resident at the time of said person’s
birth.”

“We will do whatever we can to
defend ourselves, defend our
laws and defend our residents,
but without knowing what tools
might be coming at us, it’s hard
to know what we’re dealing
with, specifically.”

DANIEL KLEIN
Chair, Tompkins County Legislature

In response, Seattle-based U.S. Dis-
trict Judge John Coughenour issued
a temporary restraining order at
the urging of Washington, Arizona,
Illinois and Oregon, preventing the
administration from enforcing the
order, calling it “blatantly unconsti-
tutional.”

Twenty-two states have sued to
block Trump’s move to end birth-
right citizenship.

Trump also issued executive or-
ders to suspend the Refugee Admis-
sions Program ‘“until such time as
the further entry into the United
States of refugees aligns with the in-
terests of the United States,” and to
declare migrant crossing along the
U.S.-Mexico border a national emer-
gency.

Since 2017, Tompkins County has
had a resolution essentially de-
claring itself a “sanctuary city,”
although the law does not use
that term.

Photos provided

The executive orders that marked the beginning of Donald Trump’s presidency span a wide range of issues from immigration to laws
surrounding the definition of gender. From left to right: New Americans are welcomed at Tompkins County’s 2024 naturalization
ceremony, President Donald Trump was sworn into his second term on Jan. 20, and Tompkins County residents celebrate and show
support for LGBTQ rights during the 2024 Ithaca Pride Parade.

“But [the resolution] basically
says we are not going to cooperate
with the federal government for the
purpose of enforcing immigration,”
Klein said. “That is not our job.
And that is still in effect. Last time
I spoke with the sheriff, he said still
supports that law as written.”

“This barrage of executive orders
is the government making it hard-
er for governments like ourselves
to maintain that policy,” Klein said.
“Will it stand, or will the federal gov-
ernment bring down the hammer in
a way that we are forced to change
our ways? I don’t know yet.”

Titled “Public Safety for All,” the
county resolution states that the
county is committed to “maintain-
ing a safe, inclusive and welcoming
community recognizing the inher-
ent equity and human dignity of
ALL people.”

“The establishment of a ‘registry,’
or the detention or deportation of
millions of people currently living
in this country, for reasons solely re-
lated to their citizenship, immigra-
tion status, race, ethnicity, national
origin, or religion, runs contrary to
core American values,” continues
the resolution, which was the first of
its kind in New York state.

The resolution states that county
agencies and employees should not
engage in executing a stop, question-
ing, interrogating, investigating or
arresting an individual based solely
on actual or suspected immigration
or citizen status or a “civil immigra-
tion warrant.”

The resolution also states that the
county may respond to federal re-
quests for information upon presen-

See TRUMP on pg 14
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Our question, your answers

Street
Beat

By Jaime Cone Hughes

What was the last movie you watched, and
how many stars would you give it out of 4?

Sonic the Hedgehog 3.
100 out of 10.
Usher-Man, Ithaca

Despicable Me 4.
3out of 4.
Cody, Half-Moon

Nosferatu.
4 stars.
Yen, Lansing

Nosferatu.
3outof4.
John, Ithaca

A

Nickel Boys.
3out of 4.
Laurie, Ithaca

January 29, 2025

Asterl apartments receive
county health violations

Asteri Ithaca, a mixed-use high-rise
development on East Green Street that
quickly gained a reputation as a high-
crime building since
it opened last summer,
recently received a
letter from Tompkins
County’s Department
of Environmental
Health (TCEH) detail-
ing living conditions

By Jaime Cone

Hughes. that put Asteri in vio-
quag mg lation of health codes.
Editor

Asteri has 181
affordable housing units, 40 of which
are subsidized through Empire State
Supportive Housing Initiative (ESSHI).
These 40 units were designed with the
expectation to house those previously
experiencing chronic homelessness.

The report states that an inspection
found clogged trash chutes and a build-
up of garbage in the trash rooms. Large
items in the hallways blocked the halls
and apartment doors, and staff mem-
bers said they had stopped clearing away
these items due to fear for their own safe-
ty.

Ultimately, the county found Asteri
in violation of Article IV of the Tomp-
kins County Sanitary Code, which re-
quires that “on every premise there shall
be adequate containers to accumulate
refuse and so placed and maintained as
to not create a nuisance.”

“The ESSHI residents were previ-
ously unhoused and may have unman-
aged substance use or mental health
conditions,” the letter from the county
states.

Tompkins County Legislator Randy
Brown (R-Newfield) went into the build-
ing about a month ago to donate a piece
of furniture he no longer needed to one
of the residents. Right away, he said he
noticed the lock on the entrance next to
the movie theater Cinemapolis was bro-
ken.

“We went in the elevator, and it was
not pretty,” he said. “There was urine on
the floor and holes in the walls. ... The
apartment that this individual was in
was in shambles. It was awful.”

The apartment itself was “nice,” be-
ing nearly brand new, but it was littered
with so many items that you could no
longer see the floor, Brown said.

He said it appeared obvious to him
that the tenant had some mental health
needs. “No one is watching over them,”
he said of the people residing in the
building.

Brown also witnessed tenants ar-
guing in the hallway. “For a Sunday
morning, I thought that was intense, but
when you put people with anger issues
and mental health needs together, that’s
what I think you get.”

Issues with the building’s safety ex-
tend beyond the excessive and improper-
ly disposed-of refuse. As reports of hy-
podermic needles in the trash and blood
stains in the hallways would seem to in-
dicate, there is evidence that shows life at
Asteri can be dangerous.

As of last November, there were 492
police calls to the building since June,
when residents first moved in.

In November, the Ithaca Police De-
partment reported that one resident ac-
cused another of threatening them with
an ax.

In December, Ramal Abdullah, 46,
of Brooklyn, and Randall Brooks, 65, of

hoto by Joe caglione

Asteri Ithaca, which is located in the same building as the Ithaca Downtown Conference
Center and has 181 affordable housing units, was the subject of a Tompkins County
Department of Environmental Health inspection that resulted in a violation due to,
among other things, an unsafe buildup of garbage in the building.

Ithaca, were arrested following a search
of an Asteri apartment that stemmed
from a weapon possession and drug traf-
ficking investigation.

Asteri’s parent company, Vecino, is
making efforts to rectify the situation,
according to Jordan Gibson, senior vice
president of organizational development
at Vecino Group.

“We went in the elevator, and it
was not pretty. There was urine
on the floor and holes in the
walls.”

Randy Brown, Legislator
TOMPKINS COUNTY

One of the steps the company has
taken since the report was filed is the
hiring of Tammy Baker, who has held
various positions working with the un-
housed population in Tompkins County.
Baker starts in her new position as As-
teri’s community manager this week,
Gibson said. She said that Baker’s expe-
rience and compassion for the residents
is just what Asteri needs right now, and
Vecino also plans to hire an assistant
community manager, as well.

At the time of the inspection, there
were two employees responsible for
building maintenance. Maintenance
workers were reported to be scheduled
to work 5 days a week, the county report
states “it is not uncommon to work 6 or
7 days, as well as addressing issues that
arise some nights.”

There are currently two building
maintenance staff members, with one
open position, confirmed Gibson. “We
are actively going through interviews
right now. ... This third position’s job
will be based solely on trash and clean-
liness.”

When hiring is complete, “we will
have the perfect full-time group,” Gibson
said.

The county required Asteri to sub-
mit a plan for addressing issues within
the building by Dec. 30, followed by an
updated plan within two weeks of receiv-
ing comments from TCEH.

Upon approval, Asteri must imple-
ment the final plan in accordance with
the approved schedule. Failure to comply
with any of these requirements “may re-
sult in formal enforcement action includ-
ing penalties,” the letter states, adding
that “while hypodermic needles, feces,
urine and blood were not observed in
the stairwells and other locations in the
building during this inspection, subse-
quent inspections may be conducted and
additional enforcement including finan-
cial penalties may result if these things
are observed.”

The letter, which was sent to Asteri
Ithaca, LLC, on Dec. 13, stated that in re-
sponse to a complaint, staff from TCEH
and the City of Ithaca Code Enforcement
conducted a joint inspection of Asteri
Apartments on Dec. 6.

“The doors to the trash chutes in
several rooms were broken and could
not close, while others would not close
due to refuse stuck in the entrance to the
chute,” the letter states, adding that the
conditions in some trash rooms created a
potential fire hazard as well as potential
health and safety concerns to those en-
tering the trash rooms and handling the
materials in those rooms.

TCEH reported in its letter that it
has received complaints about hypoder-
mic needles, feces, urine and blood in
the stairwells and other locations in the
building and that some of those com-
plaints included photos and videos to
back up the claims. None of these sub-
stances were observed during the inspec-
tion, the report states, but the inspectors
did observe stains in multiple locations.

“Trash bags deposited in the trash
rooms that do not fit in the chutes are
currently broken down by maintenance
staff in order for the refuse to fit in the
trash chutes,” the report states. “When
the bags are broken down, hypodermic
needles and other materials of concern
have been found in the trash bags. The
trash chutes to the compactor are report-
edly frequently clogged by the materials
tenants try to put down the chutes.”

Unhoused visitors are believed to

See ASTERI on pg 8
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Family raising funds for longtime Freeville

Chad Parker has had a positive im-
pact on the Freeville community for
more than 30 years.

Parker, a native of
the village, has been
a member of the
Freeville Fire De-
partment since 1988.
Since then, he’s held
various roles, from
exterior firefighter
to director and mem-
ber of the W.B. Strong Fire Company
board.

A graduate of Dryden High School,
Parker has lived in the town of Scott
in Cortland County with his family.

Now, at 54 years old, Parker has
been dealing with lingering health is-
sues. Greg Parker, the Freeville depu-
ty fire chief and Chad’s nephew, said
that Chad has had health problems
for the past decade.

“It’s gotten a lot worse since Sep-
tember of this past year,” Greg said.

Chad’s situation was not disclosed,
but the decline in health has forced
him and his wife, Liz, to take a leave
of absence from work. Gregnoted that
Chad is currently at Strong Memorial
Hospital in Rochester for treatment.

By Kevin
L. Smith

A difficult time for the Parker fam-
ily led to Chad’s sister, Lori Hines,
starting a GoFundMe to help raise
money for Chad and Liz.

“He’s a pivotal member of the
department.”

GREG PARKER

Deputy Fire Chief, Freeville Fire
Department

The goal for Hines and the family
is to collect $8,000. Hines provided a
message on the GoFundMe page she
created:

“Our dear brother Chad Parker is
dealing with some serious health is-
sues and is currently at Strong Hos-
pital in Rochester for testing and
treatment. The last few months have
been particularly difficult while try-
ing to pinpoint what is causing his de-
cline. As a result, Liz has been unable
to work while she cares for him and
is now having to take a longer term
leave from work. Please help them get
through this difficult time by giving
what you can to assist with gas, food
and other expenses that are just pil-

ing up. They need the peace of mind
this help would provide so they can fo-
cus on getting him healthy and strong
again. Let’s help these two incredible
people who have always been there
for everyone else and show them the
love and support they deserve. Thank
you.”

Greg, the family’s fifth-generation
member of the Freeville Fire Depart-
ment, said that Chad is a fourth-gen-
eration member.

The Parker family as a staple in the
department goes back to the organi-
zation’s inception in 1908. Mike Park-
er, the current fire chief and Chad’s
brother, is the great-grandson of
Fred Parker — a founding member of
the W.B. Strong Fire Company.

According to Greg, the Freeville
Fire Department is the only one in
New York state to have five straight
generations of family as members.

Greg said the Parker family has
strived to provide the best service for
the village and its surrounding areas
over the years, noting that Chad espe-
cially has gone “the extra mile.”

“He’s given a whole lot to the people

See FUNDS on pg 7

fire department member

Photo provided

Chad Parker, a longtime member of the
Freeville Fire Department, is currently
dealing with issues that have declined his
overall health. His family are raising funds
to help cover bills and living expenses
while he receives treatment.

Stay Wild: Trumansburg’s animal rescue
and sanctuary

Stay Wild Rescue, a small nonprof-
it rescue organization in the village of
Trumansburg, wants to make the vil-
lage a better place for
animals.

The rescue rehabil-
itates orphaned or in-
jured wildlife and do-
mestic animals, most-
ly dogs, cats, squirrels,
chipmunks, rabbits,
woodchucks, opos-
sums and fawns. Kittens, cats, puppies
and dogs are sterilized and vaccinated
and available for adoption. Also avail-
able is a sanctuary for unadoptable and
special needs animals.

All of this is possible through the care
and appreciation that cofounder and op-
erator of Stay Wild, Jane George, and

By Eddie
Velazquez

her dozens of volunteers have for local
wildlife. Together, they partner with
Cornell Wildlife Health Center to pro-
vide care to animals in need. George, an
English teacher at a local high school,
has been working on this project for the
past decade.

“We do this out of our home,” George
said. “We’re on five acres, and we have
two barns that we kind of work out of,
and have a lot of the wildlife out of those
facilities.”

There is also a small sanctuary com-
ponent to the rescue.

“That is where we have rescued
pot-bellied pigs and sheep. And we take
in a lot of chickens, as well,” she added.
“We currently, on the property, have 28
dogs and about 12 cats.”

The rescue uses a foster care system to
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care for the animals.

“We don’t have cages or a shelter on
premise, per se,” George said. “The dogs
all live in our house, and most of them
are very young puppies. Then, the wild-
life and the sanctuary animals are obvi-
ously housed outside.”

To care for some of the rest of the an-
imals, volunteers help care for animals
in need.

“We have about 12 foster families who
take in Kkittens and puppies or dogs for
us, and they’re located all around the
area,” George said.

Christine Wallace, who volunteers
hosting kittens at her home, noted that
George and the volunteers drive a terrif-
ic operation as a labor of love.

“We are volunteer-run, and 100% of
all donations are used for the animals’
care,” Wallace said in an email. “We are
also a non-profit organization.”

George commended Wallace’s efforts
to help wildlife.

“She has been fostering with us for
years,” George said of Wallace. “She
came to us and offered to start fostering
shortly after we started taking in a lot of
rescue cats and kittens, and she’s consis-
tently been fostering and doing rescue
work with us.”

Volunteering at the rescue, George
said, is a wonderful opportunity to forge
bonds with community members and
learn how to work with wildlife.

“My high school students often volun-
teer with us,” George said. “I just had
five students here on Sunday. We were
doing a spay/neuter clinic, and I had a
vet here who was doing the surgeries.
[The students] were here volunteering
and helping recover the puppies and the
kittens and assisting the vet, and the vet

led them through a dissection of some of
the tissue that had been taken out from
the spay/neuter surgeries.”

George said that it has been a great ex-
perience watching her volunteers grow
and go on to sometimes work in the field
themselves.

“We are volunteer-run, and
100% of all donations are used
for the animals’ care.”

CHRISTINE WALLACE
Volunteer, Stay Wlld Rescue

“Over the years, we’ve had many of
our volunteers, who were former stu-
dents of mine, go on to become wild-
life rehabbers themselves, or go to vet
school, which has been really amazing,”
she noted. “It has been kind of an on-
going operation here locally, bringing
youth in and walking them through, and
just trying to raise awareness and bring
about change in our community.”

Generally, Trumansburg is a very
friendly place to animals, George said.
But the experienced wildlife rescue op-
erator says that there is still some work
to do helping with the local stray cat
population.

“It’s probably better here than it is
in many areas,” she noted. “We have
access to the Tompkins County SPCA,
which has amazing animal control, but
I would say that we need to make sure
that people spay and neuter their cats.”

Ulysses Connection appears every week
in Tompkins Weekly. Send story ideas to
editorial@uvizellamedia.com. Contact Ed-

See WILD on pg 5
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Cooper Hewitt earns Eagle Scout rank with
final project at park

The picnic pavilion in the Groton
Memorial Park on Sykes Street now
offers an opportunity for community
fun in every season
— a permanent chess
board, complete with
the chessmen needed
to play the game!

This unique new
addition to the park
is the project that
completed an Eagle
Scout rank for Cooper Hewitt of Gro-
ton Boy Scout Troop #77, who said
he hopes that “it will be an enjoyable
spot for adults to use and for kids who
might enjoy chess.”

Cooper, a senior at Groton Jr./Sr.
High School (GHS), has been a Boy
Scout since fifth grade. He spends
some time with his dad, David Hewitt,
and the rest with his mom, Kristen
Likel, who also happens to be one
of his Scout leaders, and his sister,
Claire Hewitt, who is a sophomore
at GHS. Cooper said, though, that he
spends almost every day after school
at the Groton Public Library, where
he also works part time.

“Monday through Wednesday, I
play Dungeons and Dragons. Thurs-
days, I’'m learning to cook from Jus-
tin, and on Fridays I play computer
games,” Cooper said. “I also like read-
ing. I burn through a lot of books!”

Despite his busyness at the library,
Cooper has dedicated a lot of his time
to scouting. He began as a Webelo
in Cub Scouts and moved up to Boy
Scouts in the middle of fifth grade. He
then earned both his Scout rank and
Tenderfoot that following summer.
Over the next year, Cooper earned his
Second Class and First Class ranks,
then Star and Life. In seventh and
eighth grades, he worked diligently

By Linda
Competillo

on earning merit badges.

“There are 14 specific badges re-
quired to earn Eagle Scout,” Cooper
explained. “They involve many levels
of citizenship, personal finance, first
aid and physical fitness. For that, you
need to do one of swimming, hiking
or cycling, but I did both hiking and
swimming.”

“It takes a community. I'm
appreciative of all the people
who helped Cooper and the
Scouts in general. It’s a lot of
work.”

KRISTEN LIKEL

leader, Boy Scout Troop #77 and
Cooper Hewitt's mom

Cooper further explained that the
hiking piece was a total of 50 miles.
He did most of those in the Adiron-
dack Mountains throughout his high
school years, including a 10-mile hike
up one of the highest peaks there.

“I learned survival skills in most
environments,” Cooper said. “Some
of my favorite things were going to
Binghamton Rumble Ponies games
and pitching a tent in their outfield,
but without using stakes. I also liked
snowboarding at Swain Mountain.”

By the time Cooper was ready to
work on his final project for his Eagle
Scout rank, he had earned a total of
21 merit badges. He also earned three
additional badges in Collections, In-
dian Lore and Genealogy.

“I was looking a long time for what I
could do for my Eagle Scout project,”
Cooper said. “And then, one summer
I saw a chess board painted on a table
at Myers Park in Lansing. I thought

WILD
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die Velazquez at edvel37@gmail.com or
on X (formerly Twitter): @ezvelazquez.
In brief:

The Ulysses Philomathic Library
hosts its weekly “Art and ‘Anime’tion”
sessions every Thursday. The next ses-

sion will be Jan. 30 from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

A post on the library website encour-
ages attendees to “celebrate anime and
manga every Thursday afternoon with
pocky, popcorn, otaku art, and more.
We watch ‘Cells at Work,” ‘My Hero Aca-
demia,” and ‘Bofuri’ while folding paper
stars for luck, playing otaku bingo for
prizes, and drawing our favorite charac-
ters. For tweens and teens.”

Photo provided

Jane George (right), Stay Wild Rescue cofounder, with her hushand Dan Soboleski.

January 29, 2025

i ey

Photo by Linda Competillo

Cooper Hewitt of Boy Scout Troop #77 sits in the pavilion at Groton Memorial Park with
the chesshoard and 3-D printed chess pieces within a small wooden cupboard that he
fabricated. Hewitt earned his Eagle Scout rank with this final project which affords the
community a permanent opportunity to engage in the game of chess while spending

time at the park all year round.

to myself, ‘This could be done nicer
and better.” So, I decided to do it at
Sykes Park.”

Cooper worked hard to make his
vision come to fruition and is grate-
ful for all the help he received. Bak-
er-Miller Lumber donated the base
and middle boards for the chess
board, and his grandfather, Fred
Likel, donated the walnut and maple
wood for the squares. Fred also al-
lowed Cooper to use his basement to
build the board and the wooden cab-
inet that holds the chess pieces. Dan
Ward donated the varnish, and Rob
Eckert, who is a former Eagle Scout
himself, did the 3-D printing of the
chess pieces.

“Ifound the model for the chess piec-
es and had T-77 printed on the bottom
of each one to represent Troop #77,
but Rob printed them for me,” Coo-
per said. “I also want to thank a lot of

other people who helped and guided
me through the years. My mom and
the other Scout leaders — Rae Avery,
Julie Faber, Ed Brewer, Carl Coté, Joe
Miller and also Rick Burt, the Troop
#85 leader. I attended Scout camp
with his troop, and Rick helped me a
lot with my merit badges.”

“It takes a community,” Kristen
added. “I'm appreciative of all the
people who helped Cooper and the
Scouts in general. It’s a lot of work.
Cooper persevered, and he helped
others, too.”

Going forward, Cooper hopes to at-
tend either SUNY Oneonta or Roches-
ter Institute of Technology to study
computer science. He would like to
pursue web development or informa-
tion security as a career.

“I had to earn the Eagle Scout be-

See SCOUT on pg 7
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Why You Need a Business Plan with a
Real Estate Agent to Sell Your Home

Selling your home is a significant undertaking, and partnering with a real
estate agent who creates a tailored business plan ensures your success:
« Strategic Pricing: A business plan includes a competitive market
analysis to price your home correctly, attracting serious buyers.
« Customized Marketing: From professional photography to online listings
and open houses, your agent crafts a marketing strategy to maximize

« Timeline Management: Your agent outlines a clear timeline for preparing,
listing, and selling your home, keeping the process smooth and efficient.
« Negotiation Strategy: With a plan in place, your agent ensures you
receive the best possible offers and expertly navigates counteroffers.
« Expert Guidance: A detailed plan keeps you informed at every step, from
staging to closing, giving you confidence throughout the process.
A real estate agent’s business plan is the key to selling your home quickly and
at the best price. Let a professional guide you to success!

Steve Sagqese

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER
ﬂemmmma/yoﬂrmm

Integrity - Expertise - Professionalism - Results

Over 25 years of experience

607-280-4350 Steve@IthacaHomeFinder.com
w w w.IthacaHomeFinder.com
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Town’s new code enforcement officer
getting acclimated

Scot Cole worked in the construction
industry for more than 30 years. In need
of a change, he moved on to be the code
enforcement  officer
for the village of Wat-
kins Glen.

“I saw a need for
qualified professionals
to guide homeowners
through the process
of new construction
and rehabilitation of
existing structures,”
Cole said. “With so many years of con-
struction and contracting work behind
me, I felt qualified and ready to fill the
position [at] Watkins Glen.”

Born in Sayre, Pennsylvania, Cole was
raised in Florida. He has lived in New
York state for the past 30 years.

After collecting years of experience
in the code enforcement world, Cole
noticed an open position in the town of
Newfield and took a chance at it.

Cole has been the town’s code enforce-
ment officer since last summer.

“I was looking for a change and [New-
field] had an opening, so that’s what led
me to this position,” Cole said. “It’s a
very laid back, comfortable community.
They’re nice people to work with.”

Cole’s goal is to educate the town
about what he does as much as possible.

“It’s about making sure everyone
is safe and to enforce New York state
codes,” Cole said. “The state’s codes are
primarily designed to keep people safe.
It’s the whole idea of the position I'm in
right now.”

Cole said the state has “extensive reg-
ulations,” guiding a handful of aspects
of buildings. That includes electrical
codes, fire codes, drinking water stan-
dards and best practices in construction.

While those aspects are key in code
enforcement, Cole has been dealing with
an omitted aspect in the town.

According to Cole, Newfield has no
zoning districts or regulations, bringing
more of a challenge to his position.

“It does make things a little bit more
difficult, just because there are no rules

By Kevin
L. Smith

to go by for the most part,” Cole said.
“The state has its rules and sets the pa-
rameters for what you can and can’t do,
but it’s a little bit easier when the town
sets rules, too. Overall, it’s fine and
something I can work with. I think the
town and I fit together really well.”

Cole’s experience includes working
alongside residents with contractors
who are tasked with projects through-
out the town.

“It’s a very laid back,
comfortable community.
They’re nice people to
work with.”

SCOT COLE
Code Enforcement Officer, Newfield

“While any good contractor will be
aware of these and follow [regulations],
it is the responsibility of the municipal-
ity to ensure that the end product the
homeowner has contracted for meets
all of these regulations and standards
where they apply,” Cole said. “This
starts with obtaining a building permit
for the project, often handled by the con-
tractor but in some cases [permits] are
left to the customer to obtain from town
hall. It’s a good idea to ask your contrac-
tor if they will be taking care of obtain-
ing any necessary permits before the job
starts.”

Cole has worked for the town for about
half a year. However, for over a year,
Cole has invested in the Newfield com-
munity as he makes it his permanent
residence.

“Newfield is a beautiful area, and I
find interesting scenery almost every
day,” Cole said. “I am looking forward
to meeting the residents of Newfield and
helping answer their questions.”

Cole is available at his office in town
hall on Mondays and Tuesdays from 9
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

To contact Cole, call 607-327-1849 or
send an email to codeofficer@newfield-

Photo provided

Scot Cole was recently hired as Newfield’s code enforcement officer.

ny.org.

Newfield Notes appears every week in
Tompkins Weekly. Send story ideas to ed-
itorial@uizellamedia.com.

In brief:
‘Mind Over Body’ program on
Feb. 29

The Newfield Public Library will
host its “Mind Over Body” program on
Feb. 29.

The program, led by instructor Mitch
Raymond, will take place on the second
floor of the library at 6 p.m. The presen-
tation from Raymond breaks down how
to “improve the strength, flexibility, sta-
bility, balance and skill” of participants’
bodies through practices that “en-
hance neuromuscular connection and
physiologic well being,” according to a
description.

The library recommends bringing
a yoga mat to the program, and par-
ticipants will work with the library’s
chairs and table to assist with stability.
The program has a suggested donation
of $10.

Library to hold Valentine’s Day
bake sale

The Newfield Public Library will hold
a Valentine’s Day bake sale on Feb. 13
from 10 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

The library, located at 193 Main St. in
the town, will have a variety of baked
goods and treats for sale.

Participants have the option of mak-
ing a do-it-yourself gift basket. Those
who donate $10 can select a treat, a book
and a movie. A $20 donation will include
a bottle of wine.

All proceeds from the event will ben-
efit the library. For more information,
call 607-564-3594 or email newfieldli-
brary@gmail.com.

Town meetings in February

The Newfield Town Board will meet
on Feb. 13 and 27 at 7 p.m. at the town
hall on 166 Main St. The public is invited
to attend in public or on Zoom.

The town’s planning board is set to
meet on Feb. 5at 7 p.m. The public can at-
tend the meeting in person or on Zoom.

Ithaca Conservation Board
award nominations

Ithaca Conservation Award Nomi-
nations Invited The Town of Ithaca’s
Conservation Board invites nomina-
tions for their 22nd annual Richard
B. Fischer Environmental Conserva-
tion Award. This award honors the
late Dr. Fischer for improving Itha-
ca’s natural environment. A Cornell
professor, nature lover, and member
of our Conservation Board, he erect-
ed many bluebird houses and helped
establish New York’s bottle law to re-
duce waste and litter.

Since 2003, the Town’s Conserva-
tion Board has honored a different
individual or group each year, in-
cluding Adrianna Hirtler, the Cayuga
Bird Club, Primitive Pursuits, Finger
Lakes ReUse, and the Friendship Do-
nation Network. Please see https://
townithacany.gov/richard-fischer-
award/ for the complete list of for-
mer winners.

Individuals or organizations who
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have taken the initiative to improve
Ithaca’s natural environment are
eligible for nomination. Selected
awardees will have their names add-
ed to a plaque in Town Hall and at-
tached to a tree planted at a celebra-
tion in their honor in a Town park
or trail. Birch, beech, maple, oak,
poplar, sycamore, juneberry, hem-
lock, hazelnut, pine and apple trees
have been dedicated at 21 ceremonies
celebrating the many ways Ithaca’s
environment has been improved by
honored winners.

Please nominate a person or a
group you feel has contributed to
improving and conserving our envi-
ronment. Nominations for the 2024
award must be received no later than
February 28, 2025.

For submission guidelines, see the
Town’s website at https://townith-
acany.gov/richardfischer-award/
or contact the Conservation

Board at conservationboard@town-

seeks

ithacany.gov.
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LANSING NEWS

SPONSORED BY:

Cargill

CARGILL

Continued from pg 1

czynski

Along with the permit modifica-
tion, Cargill is asking for a five-year
renewal of its mining permit. The
multinational agricultural company
and its only remaining salt mine in
America have found themselves in a
perplexing situation since 2023, when
a business news website started cir-
culating reports that Cargill was
looking to sell the mine and divest
from the salt mining business alto-
gether.

“A broad-based multi-stakeholder
request to the DEC by Jan. 19th could
be our final chance to hold them ac-
countable for the long-term impacts
that a subsiding salt under the lake
may have on lake water quality and
on shoreline properties,” advocates
from the Cayuga Lake Action Net-
work wrote in a blog post, encourag-
ing public participation. “Cargill’s
proposal to flood the abandoned S3
Zone of the mine beneath Cayuga
Lake with wastewater poses signifi-
cant risks to our communal resourc-
es. It is crucial that we voice our con-
cerns to prevent potential pollution
and ensure the stability of the mine
and our environment.”

Specifically, the group argues that
the brine Cargill proposes to store
in the S3 zone is not fully treated for
safe subsurface disposal. That action
would be in violation of DEC’s reg-
ulations and is likely to degrade the
stability of the S3 zone.

The S3 zone, the group writes, was

abandoned for mining by Cargill
shortly after potential instability was
identified in the area in 2011.

Officials with Cayuga Lake Envi-
ronmental Action Now! (CLEAN)
claim that the company has conduct-
ed an incomplete study to make its
case for flooding S3.

“The analysis that DEC is relying
upon for its conclusion that the flood-
ing will not destabilize the mine did
not account for the presence of pore
water in the rock layers above the
mine and its potentially destabilizing
effects,” they wrote in a blog post.

“Good environmental laws
often don’t get enforced by
underfunded and understaffed
regulators unless local
stakeholders speak up and say,
‘Hey, we’d like you to look at
the situation here and enforce
the rules.”

JOHN DENIS

Cofounder, Cayuga Lake Environmental
Action Now!

John Denis, a founder of CLEAN,
spoke at the Jan. 15 town board meet-
ing, addressing board concerns and
urging the board to pass the resolu-
tion.

“Good environmental laws often
don’t get enforced by underfunded
and understaffed regulators unless
local stakeholders speak up and say,
‘Hey, we’d like you to look at the sit-
uation here and enforce the rules,””
Denis said.

Photo by Joe Scaglione

At a recent meeting, members of the Lansing Town Board voted to send a letter to
state officials asking them to rescind its approval of a permit modification for the

Cayuga Salt Mine.

DEC Spokesperson Dennis Slattery
said protecting water quality in Ca-
yuga Lake is a top priority for New
York state and that DEC subjects ap-
plications for environmental permits
to “a transparent and rigorous re-
view process to protect public health
and the environment.”

The agency is “currently review-
ing public comments on the proposed
application and will closely review
all input received prior to making a
final decision,” Slattery said. “The
modification request does not include
changes to existing and approved
mining operations and methods, nor
does it include a proposed expansion

of the previously permitted life-of-
mine area.”

At the Jan. 15 meeting, not all board
members were on board with the res-
olution. Board member Judy Drake
voted against the measure. Drake
was the only “no” vote.

“I’'m going to vote no for this, be-
cause the first part of the ‘resolve’
clause is to rescind the negative dec-
laration,” Drake said. “I don’t think
that is our call. DEC has a role and
responsibility, and I think they have
fulfilled their role and responsibili-
ty. It’s not that I don’t care about the
lake. I certainly do, but I just disagree
with this resolution.”

FUNDS

Continued from pg 4

and the community,” Greg said. “He’s
a pivotal member of the department.
He’s given lots of years for services.
He’s left work to go on calls, and he’s
sacrificed a lot of time with his fami-
ly. It’s a big commitment.”

Greg said that if anyone has the
means to donate and are willing to do
so, the family would appreciate any
help that they receive.

“He’s had a rough go in the past.
Now, it’s him we’re trying to help
out,” Greg Parker said.

To donate, search “Aid Chad and

Liz in Tough Times” at gofundme.
com.

Dryden Dispatch appears every week
in Tompkins Weekly. Send story ideas
to editorial@uizellamedia.com.

In brief:
Town of Dryden announces new
dog control officer
The Town of Dryden recently an-
nounced that Amaretta Beardslee is
the area’s new dog control officer.
Beardslee will be in the contracted
position with the town. She has more
than 10 years of experience working
in animal husbandry and welfare.
Her previous work also had a specific
focus on canine behavior and care.

SCOUT

Continued from pg 5

fore I turned 18,” Cooper said, “and I
did it just in time. This was my last
step before college, and probably the
last big thing I will probably do before
college.”

Groton on the Inside appears ev-
ery week in Tompkins Weekly. Sub-
mit story ideas to editorial@uizel-
lamedia.com or text or call Linda
at 607-227-4922.

In brief:
Fire department chicken barbecue
The Groton Fire Department will
hold a chicken barbecue Saturday,
Feb. 8 with beans, macaroni and
cheese and a dinner roll. Half-chick-
en will be $8; dinners will be $12.
Available from 10 a.m. until gone.
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Groton
hours

Just a reminder that the Groton
Community Cupboard, 122 Spring
St., is there for you during these
frigid days. Plenty of food is in
stock, and you are encouraged to
reach out if you need something.
Hours are Sundays from 10:30 a.m.
to noon, Mondays noon to 3 p.m. and
Thursdays 5 to 6 p.m.

Community Cupboard

Taco Tuesdays are back

Thursday Grill Nights at the Gro-
ton American Legion Post 800 are
from 5 to 7 p.m. weekly, but if Thurs-
days don’t work for you, come out for
Taco Tuesdays. Tacos and taco salads
are offered every Tuesday beginning
at 5 p.m. — eat in or take out. It’s a
nice way to get out during the week
and enjoy a reasonably priced meal,
with all profits going to the Post.

Those needing assistance with dog
control issues can contact Beard-
slee at dogcontrol@dryden.ny.us
or 607-882-5765.

TC3 announces more than 250 stu-
dents make Dean’s List

Tompkins Cortland Community
College (TC3) announced last Friday
that 254 students made the Dean’s
List, with 30 of them awarded the
President’s Citation for the fall se-
mester.

TC3’s Dean’s List recognizes stu-
dents with an overall grade-point av-
erage of 3.5 or better. Selections for
President’s Citation are granted to
students with a GPA of 3.8 or higher.

50% OFF EVERYTHING and

Offer good through 1/31/2025

JoeScaglionePhotography.com //@%@W

The full list of TC3’s Dean’s List
and President’s Citation nods is at
tompkinscortland.edu.

Book club to meet on Feb. 20

The Books & Brew club is sched-
uled to meet at 6 p.m. Feb. 20 at the
Hopshire Farm and Brewery at 1771
Dryden Rd. in the village of Freeville.

The theme for books in February
is to celebrate library lovers month.
The club encourages reading some-
thing that includes a book, a library
or a bookstore in some way.

Some suggested books are on dis-
play at the Southworth Library at 24
W. Main St. in Dryden. To register for
the club, go to southworthlibrary.org.

FREE SHIPPING

FETARIISHFD 1987
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Republican View

Trump makes good on campaign promises

Editor’s note: The opinions ex-
pressed in this column are those of
author Zachary Winn and are not
representative of the
thoughts or opinions
of Tompkins Weekly.

As the first days
of the new adminis-
tration unfold, a po-
litical anomaly has
occurred: President
Trump appears to be
making good on his campaign prom-
ises. A flurry of pardons for those
railroaded by our corrupt legal sys-
tem, including individuals involved
in January 6th, pro-life demonstra-
tors, and Silk Road founder Ross Ul-
bricht, have materialized. The CBP
One app has been shut down, and
appointments for migrants to be ush-
ered into the country were canceled
immediately after the inauguration.
Additionally, 10,000 troops have been
deployed to the border. Depending on
the source, estimates suggest that be-
tween 11 million and 20 million illegal
immigrants have entered the country
since the beginning of the Biden ad-
ministration. This represents one of
the largest mass migrations in hu-
man history. To fulfill his promises,
the removals of illegal immigrants
under President Trump will need to
be similarly unprecedented.

Immigration authorities have al-
ready arrested hundreds of criminal
illegal aliens, many of whom also

By Zachary
Winn

have final orders of removal. Howev-
er, this trickle of arrests must turn
into a torrent. More than one mil-
lion people presently residing in the
country are subject to final orders of
removal. The ease with which these
arrests have occurred is telling. It
proves that allowing these individ-
uals to remain in the country has
been a choice—a deliberate policy—
all along. As a result, countless peo-
ple have been victimized and killed.
Some were murdered by gang mem-
bers from MS-13 and Tren de Aragua.
Others were struck by unlicensed
illegal alien drunk drivers. Hun-
dreds of thousands have overdosed
on drugs sold by international crim-
inal cartels operating with impunity.
Every death caused by an illegal im-
migrant was preventable. Removing
these individuals is precisely what
people elected President Trump to
do. Arresting 500 illegal immigrants
per day isn’t nearly enough; the num-
ber needs to be at least 5,000 to make
a significant dent. Allowing even one
illegal immigrant to remain is an in-
vitation for others to come.
Executive orders signed by the
president have ranged from reaffirm-
ing the fact that there are only two
genders to declassifying informa-
tion regarding the assassinations of
Robert F. Kennedy, John F. Kennedy,
and Martin Luther King Jr. Other
orders have instructed the Secretary
of State to prioritize American inter-

ests in foreign policy decisions, elim-
inated DEI programs within federal
agencies, and ended birthright citi-
zenship. This last executive order has
already faced a legal challenge, pos-
sibly by design, and appears destined
for the Supreme Court. Birthright
citizenship has fueled “birth tour-
ism,” where pregnant women from
all over the world travel to the Unit-
ed States to secure citizenship bene-
fits for their children. It is an insane
policy rooted in a misinterpretation
of the 14th Amendment. The fact that
President Trump is even attempting
to dismantle it is a positive sign.
Legal immigration is as much of a
problem as illegal immigration. Pres-
ident Trump’s position on H1-B visas
and his desire to “staple green cards”
to diplomas from American colleges
are major causes for concern. The
H1-B visa system is rife with abuse.
Ostensibly, it exists to fill jobs re-
quiring specialized knowledge and
expertise that Americans cannot fill.
However, an inspection of the online
portal for the program reveals count-
less low-wage positions for cooks,
landscapers, and dishwashers—jobs
Americans would perform if wages
were adequate. The true purpose of
the program, like illegal immigrant
labor, is to undercut domestic work-
ers and drive down labor costs. This
same phenomenon is occurring in
the technology sector, where Ameri-
can workers have been forced to train

their HI1-B replacements. Recent
graduates find themselves unable to
secure employment at all. H1-B visa
holders will work for less and, like
indentured servants, cannot quit or
change jobs. Much of their earnings
are sent back to their home countries,
exiting the American economy. Fur-
thermore, the children of H1-B visa
holders gain citizenship upon birth,
and at 21, they can sponsor their par-
ents’ green card applications, grant-
ing permanent residency. This cycle
has repeated endlessly for decades
and must stop.

Student visas are another major
avenue for abuse. Colleges cash the
checks and turn a blind eye as whole-
sale academic fraud proliferates.
Students who cannot speak English
submit papers written by others, and
plagiarism has become the norm.
Granting green cards to every in-
ternational student who graduates
from an American college would be
like pouring gasoline on a fire. If this
policy is enacted, the annual estimat-
ed 250,000 graduates will rapidly in-
crease. Canada serves as an example
of how such a policy can spiral out of
control. These individuals don’t just
compete for a limited pool of jobs
but also for housing and healthcare.
Ceasing this influx of people is es-
sential for the survival of the coun-
try. President Trump needs to get the
message; the correct amount of im-
migration, legal or illegal, is zero.

ASTERI

Continued from pg 3

stay overnight in some of the units in
the building, according to the letter
from the county. Based on information
obtained during the inspection, the vol-
ume of materials that some of these res-
idents and overnight visitors bring into
the units and subsequently discard sig-
nificantly exceeds that typically gener-
ated by other apartment residents.

The report asked that by Dec. 30 As-
teri submit for review and approval a
plan for managing refuse that address-
es the adequacy of disposal facilities,
the disposal of offensive materials, hy-

podermic needles and other nuisances
and the prevention and minimization of
refuse, as well as plans for the staffing
needed to address the conditions in the
building and the safety of staff conduct-
ing the work.

Asteri has responded with a plan
that details efforts to better manage the
building’s garbage, including purchas-
ing clearly labeled bins for the trash
rooms located on each residential floor,
which will be in place by Jan. 31, the
plan states.

Gibson said that Vecino provided
the right size of trash bags to the resi-
dents so that their trash would not get
stuck in the chutes, as in the past res-
idents have purchased very large trash

g HISTORY OF TOMPKINS COUNTY

HE \
HISTORY
EN TE!; 5

Snow covered evergreen trees can make a
dramatic appearance against a winter sky.
This early 20th century image was taken
by Groton photographer Verne Morton.
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bags that do not fit down the chutes.
“This way, they will be able to utilize the
trash chutes and not get stuck,” Gibson
said.

Staff members are responsible for
waste collection and the cleanliness of
the common areas.

Casella removes waste five times
per week, and effective Dec. 16, every
day a staff member is responsible for
using a waste caddy to bring dumpsters
to the curb for a 20-minute period, then
returning the dumpsters to the dump-
ster room.

Asteri has contracted with J-Dog
Junk Removal & Hauling for on-call re-
moval of large items on a biweekly ba-
sis, Gibson said.

Asteri’s plan states that, effective
Jan. 15, there were to be secure contain-
ers installed in the trash rooms specifi-
cally for the safe disposal of hypodermic
needles. “These will be monitored regu-
larly to prevent misuse,” the plan states.

All staff involved in waste collec-
tion and cleaning attends specialized
e-training via Vecino University in
handling hazardous waste and needles
safely. This training includes the use
of personal protective equipment, safe
handling procedures and emergency re-
sponse protocols.

The plan states that Asteri will part-
ner with Tompkins Community Action
(TCA), an organization dedicated to
moving people out of poverty through
comprehensive programming, and
REACH, a nonprofit organization with
the belief that all individuals deserve
respectful, equitable access to compas-
sionate healthcare, to provide seminars
and workshops on waste management
best practices, including how to dispose

of needles properly.

Gibson also said that Asteri plans
to implement an electronic security sys-
tem to help curb issues with visitors. “It
is common for us, at some of our other
communities, to have check-in systems
for guests,” she said. “It’s important to
know who is in the building, making
sure people are not just walking in and
entering.”

Gibson said she cannot put a time-
line on the implementation of such a
system but that Vecino is in the research
phase of determining the best system
for the property.

Residents will be required to meet
their guests at the front desk and ac-
company them through the building.

“Guests will be required to check in
with the assistant manager at that front
desk,” she said, adding that the securi-
ty team will be provided with a tablet
so they can see if someone is walking
through the building who is not accom-
panied by a resident.

One goal is to eliminate some of the
access points to the building, including
the stairwells and the parking garage.

The county’s letter stated that at the
time of the inspection, security staff did
not have access to the building securi-
ty camera feed. Gibson said that Asteri
will make sure security cameras are in-
stalled, and that if a door is opened, it
will show up on the security system and
staff will investigate.

“People may get creative and try to
work around what we’ve implemented,
but we’re prepared to pivot and make
sure to address that,” Gibson said. “Hav-
ing those measures and ensuring safety,
knowing who is in the building ... isa lot
easier with an electronic system.”
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HIGH SCHOOL MATCHUPS: 1/30 Girls Hockey: Ithaca @ Oswego
« 1/31 Boys Basketball: Newfield @ Candor « 2/4 Boys Basketball: Dryden @ Trumansburg

Ithaca indoor track & field on pace for success

The Ithaca High School indoor track
and field team is by far the biggest pro-
gram in Tompkins County, with 51 to-
tal athletes across the
boys and girls teams.
That means there’s
been plenty of stand-
out performers as the
regular season winds
down.

By Ryan Gineo The Little Red have
ESPN ITHACA broken multiple school
records this season, ranging from the
distance running events to the more
technical events like the shot put and the
pole vault. It’s all come under first-year
head coach Becca Lovenheim—who
also coaches the cross country and out-
door track and field teams—and she’s
encouraged by what she’s seen from her
indoor athletes ahead of the postseason.

“For our athletes who weren’t with
us during cross country and are com-
ing to us during indoor, it’s exciting for
them to be able to start doing some of
the technique work,” Lovenheim said.
“They’ve been working [on] fundamen-
tals and conditioning—hopefully on
their own during the fall—but getting in
a lot of that weight room time, making
sure we’re getting all of our drilling in.
It can be hard to be patient with want-
ing to just go ahead and start seeing PRs
left, right and central all the time. But
we’re really trying to make sure they
have a great foundation to be able to see
some big marks during postseason in-
door, and then certainly with big goals
for outdoor,”

As for the athletes coming over from
cross country, the terrific trio of Tsa-
dia Bercuvitz, Riley Hubisz, and Noah
Hilker have carried over their tremen-
dous success in the fall to the winter.
Bercuvitz set the school mark in the
1,500-meter run at the Quinney Invi-
tational with a blistering time of four
minutes and 37.05 seconds, good enough
for second-best in the entire country.

Hubisz—a defending state and federa-
tion champion in the 3,200-meter run—
also set a school record in that event at
the Quinney Invitational, posting the
fastest mark by a senior with a time of
nine minutes and 34.52 seconds. Hilker
has excelled in the 1,600-meter run, cur-
rently holding the fourth-fastest time in
program history. Lovenheim attributes
the trio’s success to a brief break after
the cross country season to help them
refresh.

“As a coaching staff, it’s important to
us to think about where we can build
in recovery,” Lovenheim said. “And
for athletes that are as motivated as the
three of them are—along with many of
our others—the inclination is to keep
going, and our job as coaches is to make
sure that we find spaces where a natu-
ral break makes the most sense and that
they will be able to see some really posi-
tive benefits from that break. We always
want to make sure that we’re having
them miss the sport just enough that
they’re eager to come back rather than
running into burnout later on.”

“For our athletes who weren’t
with us during cross country
and are coming to us during

indoor, it’s exciting for them to
be able to start doing some of
the technique work.”

BECCA LOVENHEIM

Head Coach,
Ithaca High School Indoor Track

As for the field events, the Little Red
have impressed in the pole vault with a
pair of sophomores. Zappy Moss holds
the 10th grade school record with a
vault of 14 feet in their opening meet of
the season Ithaca Bomber Invitational.
During that same meet, Maren Golden
set the new indoor pole vault mark with

Photo by John Brehm

Ithaca’s Zappy Moss has emerged as one of the top pole vaulters in the section. The
sophomore has won the event at multiple meets this indoor track and field season.

a height of nine feet.

“They have to be really self-directed
and self-motivated because it’s a very
specific event and we don’t have the
ability to do as much of that practice,”
Lovenheim said. “You can’t really do
that in the hallways. They’re definitely
doing the work where we can and be
as creative as we can... and they real-
ly do a good job of listening to any and
all feedback they possibly can get from
the coaches around them. The pole
vault community is pretty cool because
there’s a lot of people all rooting for our
Section IV athletes.”

The Little Red have also stood out in
the throwing events, fittingly spear-
headed by the Cornell brothers. Gavin
broke the freshman school record in
the weight throw and the shot put—the
latter of which he now holds the overall
program record—while Hayden set the
junior mark in the weight throw.

“[Hayden] made it to states [last

year],” Lovenheim said. “He was defi-
nitely an athlete on the rise, kind of
new to it in many ways. He had been
throwing but was just sort of putting all
the pieces together under Coach [Cole]
Clemons’ tutelage, and it’s been excit-
ing to see. Gavin did some throws at the
modified level, also with Coach Clem-
ons, and then to have both of them com-
ing in together, it’s been exciting.”

As for the other records broken so far:
Avery Whittaker has the program-best
time in the 800-meter run, Zine Ka-
tari holds the freshman mark in the
1,000-meter run, and Ian Fromme also
has a freshman school record in the long
jump.

With the postseason beginning on
February 8 with the Section IV Class
A Championship at Cornell University,
the Little Red hope to return to Barton
Hall later on in the month with as many
athletes as they can for state qualifiers
and more school records set.

Groton boys basketball bounces back from slow start

By Ryan Genio
ESPN ITHACA

The Groton boys basketball team
has missed out on sectionals for the
last two years. It looked like that
drought would be extended to three
years after beginning the season
2-6. But the Red Hawks have turned
things around and are back in the
fight for postseason contention.

Following their 2-6 start, the Red
Hawks rattled off four straight wins
and are currently 6-8 heading into
the final few weeks of the regu-
lar season. Third-year head coach
Mike Holl is proud of the way the
team has been gelling together and
competing through a campaign of
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ups and downs.

“I have smart players this year.
They can make adjustments on
the fly, and they understand
the game.”

MIKE HOLL
Head Coach, Groton Boys Basketball

“It’s been a fun season,” Holl said.
“The guys have been great. The num-
ber one thing on our list this year was
just team culture, and in my opinion,
we’ve been smashing that goal. The
guys care about each other and are
carrying themselves in the right way
and doing the right things. That part

of it I'm really pleased with, and I'm
pleased with the way they’re playing.
We’ve been competitive in just about
every game this season... I truly feel
at this point, there’s no team on our
schedule that we can’t compete with
and beat.”

Apart from their two losses to
Union Springs and one to Moravia,
the Red Hawks have certainly been
competitive throughout the year,
with the other 12 games they’ve
played being decided by 12 or few-
er points. They’ve gone from losing
close games to winning close ones,
and Holl credited the team’s high
1Q and selflessness for helping right
the ship.

“I have smart players this year,”

Holl said. “They can make adjust-
ments on the fly, and they understand
the game. Another word I would use
with them is unselfish. Sometimes I
have to ask them to be more selfish,
not to the point where it’s hurting us,
though.”

One big change from last season to
this one is their emphasis on defense.
The Red Hawks have gone from al-
lowed 59.2 points per game last year
to 53.2 points so far this year. This
included holding a state-ranked New-
field team to just 39 points, though
they could only muster 37 points.
While Holl would like to see a bit
more on offense, he’s been more than

See BASKETBALL on pg 10
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happy with their defensive effort.

“When we started out, I had a real
emphasis on defense and specifically
man-to-man,” Holl said. “In the past,
we’ve tried different zone defenses,
jump defenses, things that can work
for certain situations but they’re not
steady. If you look at any of the true
contenders in our division, they’re
generally strong man-to-man teams.
So that was something we put a lot of
emphasis on this year.”

That doesn’t mean the Red Hawks
are devoid of talent on the offensive
end. In fact Conor Eldred has im-
pressed in that aspect as the team’s
leading scorer. The senior is hop-
ing to make his final season with
Groton a special one and play in the
postseason.

“I think he’s gained that confi-
dence,” Holl said. “He’s always been
a confident kid, but I think this year
he realized that he’s going to have to
carry the brunt of that responsibili-
ty. I needed a scorer. Last year, prob-
ably one of my biggest issues was I
lost Mason [Slade] the year before.
Mason was a 20-plus guy a game, and
I didn’t have that guy last year. I had
some guys that would pour in 12, 14,
eight. I needed somebody to kind of
step into that role, and he’s done a
nice job of that.”

Jaiden Mitchell is another senior

who is doing everything he can to
help the Red Hawks extend their sea-
son. Not only has he shown plenty of
grit throughout the season, he’s also
come up clutch, most notably scoring
the game-winning basket in a crucial
win over Tioga.

“He’s the guy that does extra,” Holl
said. “He’s diving across the floor. He
volunteers to guard their best play-
er. It’s a lot of little things that don’t
show up on a stat sheet. I love guys
that aren’t afraid to dive after a ball
and be that person who wants to win
those 50-50s... He’s going to leave it
on the floor. He’s not the kid that just
loves to win. He truly hates to lose,
and I like those competitive guys.”

Groton has six games remaining in
the regular season, though Holl said
he’s looking to add a couple more.
With their current schedule, they
have to win two more games in order
to reach the magic number of a .400
winning percentage and qualify for
sectionals. The Red Hawks are moti-
vated more than ever to get back to
the promised land.

“One thing is nice this year: I feel
like all 10 guys want to play more
basketball,” Holl said. “I’ve been on
teams before where the feeling was
always unanimous: ‘We’re ready for
baseball season. We’re ready to not
come to practice anymore,” and just
kind of relaxed. I feel like these guys
all want to play more basketball,
and they’re having fun.
That’s important.”

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying
purchase* -valued at $535.

Call607-407-2586 to
schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC
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Photo by Adrian Mitchell
Groton’s Conor Eldred has helped the boys basketball team turn things around. After
starting out 2-6, the Red Hawks won four straight games to get their season back on
track.
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@ Chemung Canal
Sponsored by: == Tryst Company

Community Events

WEDNESDAY 1/29

N

Sclence Together. Flower Dissection
Wednesday, January 29, 2025 , 10:30am-
11:00am

Additional Dates

Tuesday, January 28, 2025, 10:30am-11:00am
Thursday, January 30, 2025, 10:30am-11:00am
Friday, January 31, 2025, 10:30am-11:00am
Practice using tools and making observations
as we look at all the parts of a flower!

Science Together activities are designed for
ages 0-4. Sciencenter 601 1st St Ithaca, NY

THURSDAY 1/30

Tompkins Community Bank First-Time
Homebuyer Webinar

January 30 @ 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Join
Tompkins Community Bank's team of mortgage
professionals to learn about various programs
available to first-time homebuyers. To
attend, please register here: https://webinar.
tompkinsbank.com/first-time-homebuyer-cny

Healthy Eating Support Community

January 30 @ 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm

Free “Beyond New Year's Resolutions” Join
the Health Eating Support Community on
Jan. 30 from 4:30-5:30 (and every two weeks
thereafter) to find support for your 2025
healthy eating goals, and discuss approaches
for gentle lifestyle changes. Cornell Cooperative
Extension, 615 Willow Ave., Ithaca. cl2742@
cornell.edu

FRIDAY 1/31

CCHK Salon: Music and Science Inspired by
Madame Lavoisier

January 31 @ 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Free Cornell Center for Historical Keyboards
Salon with Patricia Garcia Gil: A Salon on Music
and Science Inspired by Madame Lavoisier.

“Nothing is Lost": The Reign of Terror may
have claimed Antoine Lavoisier's life, but
his revolutionary contributions to science
have endured. His legacy was preserved by
his closest collaborator, Marie-Anne Paulze
(Madame Lavoisier), who, in a male-dominated
field, created a space for herself and hosted
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salons that blended science with the latest
musical trends. “Nothing is Created”: Inspired
by these gatherings, a selection from Madame
Lavoisier's music library—now housed in
Cornell's Rare and Manuscript Collections—will
be presented alongside cutting-edge research
on spectroscopy, revealing how chemicals leave
marks in light and advancing our understanding
of celestial bodies like Jupiter's moon Europa.
“Everything is Transformed”: Much like the
work of the Lavoisiers, where boundaries fluidly
dissolve between disciplines, the fusion of art
and science aims to offer a transformative
opportunity to reflect on life beyond Earth,
as well as to contemplate collaboration as a
means for ideas to evolve continually. A. D.
White House 27 E Ave Ithaca, 14853

SATURDAY 2/1

Family History Fair

February 1@ 9:00 am - 12:30 pm

Free Join us for lectures, workshops, and
activities for families related to researching your
family history. Keynote speaker is nationally
known genealogist, Dr. Thomas W. Jones. Topic:
“Building a Credible Lineage Despite Multiple
Research Barriers.” For beginners through
advanced researchers. For more information:
bit.ly/4doKzKD Family Search Center 114
Burleigh Dr. Ithaca,

Martin Davids, violin and David Yearsley,
organ

February 1@ 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Free David Yearsley and Martin Davids: “In
the Cabinet of Wonders with Schop and
Scheidemann.” Baroque violinist Martin Davids
joins organist David Yearsley to launch their
new album of music for violin and organ from
17th-century Hamburg. Anabel Taylor Chapel
548 College Ave lthaca, 14850

SUNDAY 272
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AND POETRY MEETS MUSIC

Freedom and Struggle: A Tribute to the
Legacy of Martin Luther King

February 2 @ 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Free The Savage Club series, The Verb Takes
a Walk, presents Freedom and Struggle: A
Tribute to the Legacy of Martin Luther King
on Sunday, February 2 from 3 to 5 pm. Join us
for readings of original and found poetry and
music performed, with love, in honor of Dr.
King and the many inspired by him. There will
be free refreshments. Find us at the Lansing
Performance Hall, 1004 Auburn Rd, North
Lansing.

Prior events have featured poets Janie Bibbie,
Peaches Gillette, Brooke Lange, Daphne Sola,
Adin Ljuca, Mike Finn, Gregory Busby, Natalie
Lister, Wendy Babiak, Barbara Regenspan, Fran
Markover, Kevin Basl, Eric Evans, Sam Foley,
Rusty Boseman and Mark Zuss, painter Tommy
Beers, and musicians Hugh McElyea, Brian
Wansink, Tony Lister, Ira Kamp, Jeremy Beutel,
Tony Pesco, Christopher Loy and DuWayne
Perry.

Collaboration among poets, musicians, dancers
and other artists is encouraged. Send poems
and inquiries to poet Mark Zuss, mlzuss@
outlook.com, or composer Hugh McElyea,
hugomac@gmail.com.

The February event will be even better with you
there!

We are happy to have the support of the
Community Arts Partnership

Cornell Concert Series: YAMATO The
Drummers of Japan

February 2 @ 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm

YAMATO brings new life to the traditional
Japanese taiko and wadaiko drums by paying
respect to their rich history, and exploring
contemporary drumming styles. Audiences
have been exhilarated by the thunderous
sounds as the performers display their
remarkable physical strength and infectious
energy with drums that weigh up to half a ton.
Bailey Hall 30 Garden Ave Ithaca, 14850

Ithaca Big Band Summit

February 2@ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Free Eighth Annual Ithaca Big Band Summit
with the jazz ensembles of Ithaca College,
Cornell, and Ithaca High School. Directors
Aaron Staebell, Paul Merrill, and Michael Treat.
Ithaca High School, Kulp Auditorium

MONDAY 2/3

Writers Group

Monday, February 03, 2025 Monthly Monday
Night Writer's Group hosted by Rebecca of
Red Frame Publishing redframepublishing.com
Join us from 5-7 for creative and supportive
feedback on your writing. Bring yourself and
a shorter piece or 2 to share with the group.
$5 suggested donation to the Downstairs
Programming Fund. Venmo accepted-or
put cash in our little red basket. (Poetry &
Prose Open Mic Night to follow) Support the
downstairs! Become a member or donate to
the Programming Fund! thedownstairsithaca.
com/membership The Downstairs is located
below The Watershed at 121 West Martin Luther
King Jr Street in Ithaca NY

TUESDAY 2/4

Comic Book Club Meeting on Tuesday,
2/4/2025 — “Romance Comics!”

February 4 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Free - With Valentine's Day just around the
corner, drop by the meeting on Tuesday,
February 4 of the Comic Book Club of Ithaca,
for a look at romance comics. Yes, before
streaming media, before TV soap operas, and
even before Harlequin romance novels, there
were romance comics! Writer-artists Jack Kirby

and Joe Simon — the same Simon and Kirby
who co-created Captain America and many
other action-adventure characters — also
launched the entire genre of romance comic
books. Drop by on 2/4/2025 and confirm that
yes, comics are all about action-adventure and
much more.

The Comic Book Club of Ithaca — the oldest
continuously running comic book club in
the country — is a registered non-profit
organization. The Club meets on the first and
third Tuesdays of the month, and meetings are
free and open to pop culture fans of all ages.
For more information, see the Club’s website at
comicbookclub.org, which includes links to the
Club's Facebook page, and to other events such
as Ithacon, the annual comic book convention.
If you like to read — books, comic books,
graphic novels, on-line comics, you name it —
check us out!

FUTURE DATES:

From Conflict to Collaboration-
Stronger Teams, Achieve Bigger Goals
February 5@ 10:00 am - 1:00 pm

$70 This workshop with Erica Marx is part 1 of
the 4 part HSC Workshop Series: Leadership
Toolkit.

Teams today face tough challenges—shifts in
leadership, competing priorities, or unresolved
tensions. These moments often surface
important questions and conflicts, signaling
opportunities for deeper alignment and
stronger collaboration.

This workshop gives you tools to embrace those
moments: to build trust, open up conversations,
and focus on what really matters. Through a
series of activities, you'll surface what's most
important in your team, build trust, and align
for better collaboration. Whether you're a
leader or team member, you'll leave with tools
and insights to create lasting impact within
your organization.

Bring a specific goal or challenge you're facing
to this session. Through activities, group
discussions, and skill-building exercises, you'll
leave with fresh ideas, practical tools, and
renewed confidence in what your team can
achieve together.

By the end of this workshop, you will:

-Map your team's dynamics using Amy
Edmondson’s psychological safety framework
to understand where your team stands and
identify shifts needed for better performance.
-Build trust and connection with activities that
reveal strengths, foster openness, and create a
sense of shared purpose you can bring back to
your team.

-Explore challenges as opportunities by
separating people from content. Surface the
underlying issues driving tensions and practice
strategies for productive, shared problem-
solving.

-Unlock fresh perspectives through processes
that amplify creativity and integrate diverse
viewpoints. Learn how to navigate differences
and turn them into strengths.

-Clarify actionable steps by applying these
tools to a real challenge or goal. Leave with
practical strategies to help your team move
forward with alignment and focus.

Tompkins County Public Library, Schwartz
Jacobsen Room 101 East Green Street

Ithaca, 14850

Build

tompkinsweekly.com/
event-submission/
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Activities

Break Time

HOROSOOPE

ST Weekof v
- January 26 to February 1,2025

COMICS

By Jack Young

RECIPE

ARIES

You may be offered a hig promotion at
work. Before making a decision, however,
you should talk to your partner and loved
ones to prevent any misunderstandings.

TAURUS

The winter blues are starting to get you
down. This may prompt you to seriously
consider planning a sunny vacation. Just
thinking about it fills you with joy and
enthusiasm!

GEMINI

Your senses will be on high alert, and
your emotions could play tricks on you.
You'll untangle the threads of a scan-
dalous affair, be it in your workplace or
within your family circle. The chaos will
soon fade away.

CANCER

Get ready to sharpen your negotiation
skills, whether at work or in your personal
life. You've got what it takes to secure
solid agreements that will pave the way

DONT MESS wiTH THE Po-Po.. EYES IN THE
Bnck ofF HIS HEAD...

Sudebw

Lasagna Soup
INGREDIENTS (SERVES 6):

for career success. - 11b ground beef or Italian (optional)

LEO sausage - Salt and pepper to taste
You'll be in the spotlight this week, which - 1 small onion, diced - 8 lasagna noodles, broken
will make you happy. You may also be - 3 cloves garlic, minced into pieces

- 4 cups chicken or beef broth -1 cupricotta cheese
-1can (28 oz) crushed -1/2 cup shredded mozzarella
tomatoes cheese
- 2 thsp tomato paste -1/4 cup grated Parmesan
- 1tsp dried oregano cheese

rewarded. A celebration for your career
advancement could be on the horizon.

VIRGO

If you're not feeling your best physically,
take it easy. Every hour of rest will work

12

wonders, giving you the energy hoost you
need to accomplish amazing things.

LIBRA

After the festivities, your home may still
be a bit of a mess. You'll be in a hurry
to put everything back in order. This is
the perfect opportunity to declutter and
refresh your space to help you feel lighter
and more energized.

SCORPIO

You'll speak freely, saying aloud what
others keep to themselves. You may even
write @ poem or a powerful phrase that
earns you global recognition.

SAGITTARIUS

Your finances will be top of mind this
week. A small mistake like receiving
a bill in the wrong name could create
some worry. However, once the mix-up

Tompkins Weekly

How to play:

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3
box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once.

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You already have
a few numbers to get you started. Remember: you must not
repeat the numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, column or
3x3 box.

- 1tsp dried basil
-1/2 tsp red pepper flakes

DIRECTIONS:

1. Cook Meat: In a large pot, cook ground beef or sausage over medium heat until
browned. Add onion and garlic, cooking until softened.

minutes.

cheese.

with parsley or basil.

acozy meal!

- Fresh parsley or basil for

garnish

2. Build the Soup: Stir in broth, crushed tomatoes, tomato paste, oregano, basil, red
pepper flakes, salt, and pepper. Bring to a boil, then reduce to a simmer.
3. Add Noodles: Add broken lasagna noodles and cook until tender, about 8-10
4. Prepare Cheese Mixture: In a small bowl, mix ricotta, mozzarella, and Parmesan

5. Serve: Ladle soup into bowls, top with a dollop of the cheese mixture, and garnish

This comforting lasagna soup is packed with classic Italian flavors and is perfect for

has been resolved, you'll feel much more ACROSS
atease. 1. Jump 32.Covered up .
4. Choice word 33.No part g?} H;:,t\ide?g?al
CAPRICORN 8. Hit sharply 34.Cleaning 55 Kennel
Adventure awaits! Those around you will 12.Hot temper utensil occupant
be eager to include you in all sorts of 13.Harness strap 36.Be stuck (on)
activities, pulling you out of your slump. 14. SOCK ?yde 37.Seeded loaf
You'll be encouraged to join group trai- 15-Ocean's 38. Autumn
( I ¢ shoreline beverage
ning, at least with your close friends by 17.Small bit 39, Place of
yourside. 18.Kooky learning
19.Give a job to 43.Devotee
AQUARIUS 21.Signal 44.Skinny
You’ll need a second cup of coffee to 24. Half of a bikini 45, Necessitate
clear your head and stop procrastinating. 25.Not theirs 50. British title
Boosting your efficiency will be the key to 26.Restoration 51.Weather word
completing new projects and reaching 31. Appoint 52.Christmas drink
your goals.
DOWN
1. Towel
PISCES i ) monogram 21. Affectionate 39.Phase
It's not always easy to find your way in a 5 Valuable dirt 22.Hawaiian gala 40.Blacken
crowd. At work, juggling the demands of 3, soup (dense  23."A Farewell to 41."Spenser:
your boss, customers and colleagues @ " For___ "
may feel like an uphill battle. 4. Wear down 24, Pickling 42.Lone
5. Clue solution 43.Somersault
6. Family 27.Finale 46.Small gulf
member, for short ~ 28.Knockon __ 47.Abbott
7. Enrolled 29.Contribute a share Costello
——— : e y 8. Transport 30.Look 48.Moreover
i o SR 5l . suggestivel 49. Easter edible
~ Theluckiest signs this week: . % lecce 32.Bamarea
ARIES, TAURUSAND GEMINI. !.Cafeteriaitem  35.Major-leaguer
g SRR e 16.0ld-time girdle 38.Egyptian
e o it 20.Game piece capital
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Letter to the editor | Briefs

Republicans Unmasked

When Republicans say they want to
“Make America Great Again,” they
are speaking code to each other. What
they mean is “Make America Weak
Again.” Republicans who won’t wear a
mask for the common good have been
masking actions under words mean-
ing the exact opposite for years. They
now claim a margin of victory of 1.6%,
gain of 4 Senate seats, and LOSS of 1
House seat leaving a 5 vote Republican
majority, is a “landslide” and “man-
date.” Their actions speak louder than
words, unmasking them for all to see.

Saying they are for “law and order,”
they direct federal agencies to seek the
death penalty for murder of police offi-

cers while pardoning convicted crimi-
nals for attacks on 140 officers. Saying
they want “merit” in public service,
they nominate billionaires with no rel-
evant experience, fire qualified women
from senior posts, and order instant
top security clearances for staff. They
call the first and only domestic attack
on the US Capitol and Congress in US
history to block certification of elec-
tion results a “lovefest” while decrying
“revisionist history.” They castigate
“unelected activist judges”--unless
they are loose Cannons or Supreme
Court judges who forgot they swore
under oath that precedent is settled
law. They say they want “transparent

elections” while refusing to certify
Democrat wins. They Kill a bi-parti-
san immigration bill, then declare a
“national emergency” and order mil-
itary massing at Mexico’s border in a
year with less border crossings than
in Trump’s last year in office. They
say only the “original” meaning of the
US Constitution matters, then amend
it with a Sharpie. They say the Justice
Department was unfairly “weapon-
ized” against them while the same act
by any other actor at any other facility
would be prosecuted to the fullest ex-
tent of the law. They sell out the Amer-
ican public by selling off America’s
natural resources to the lowest bidder.

Trump’s Republicans have yet to
equal Biden’s 4.45% victory margin, let
alone earn anything like a real land-
slide victory, as in 1932 when Demo-
crats gained 97 House seats, 12 Senate
seats, and the presidency by a margin
of more than 17% after 12 years of Re-
publican rule and 3 years of economic
misery. The 1932 election WAS a man-
date for changes that made America
great for generations.

Whatever Republicans say, no man-
date exists to shred those changes,
weaken the nation, or line private
pockets at public expense.

- Vivien Rose, Trumansburg

History center opens new exhibit: “Planes,
Buses, Boats, Bikes”

Trains, and Automobiles:

The History Center in Tompkins
County is excited to announce its up-
coming major exhibit, “Planes, Trains,
and Automobiles: Buses, Boats, Bikes”,
opening Friday, February 7th, 2025, at
the Tompkins Center for History and
Culture on the Ithaca Commons.

This exhibit invites visitors to ex-
plore the impact of transportation
innovations on the history and com-
munity of Tompkins County. From
horse-drawn carriages to the arrival
of trains and planes, the exhibit delves
into the fascinating evolution of move-
ment that shaped the region’s land-
scape, economy, and culture.
Highlights of the exhibit include:

- Miniature Railway Models: A
handcrafted recreation of histori-
cal Ithaca train routes.

- Vintage Vehicles and Ephemera:
Featuring artifacts such as early bi-
cycles, trolley tickets, and original
road maps.

- Interactive Displays: Experience
the soundscape of bygone trans-

portation methods and explore how
these innovations connected com-
munities.
Grand Opening
February 7, 2025:
+10:00 AM - Exhibit opens to the
public.
*5:00-8:00 PM - Gallery Night in
Downtown Ithaca.
* 6:15 PM - Public Reception with Mu-
sical Living History Performance
“Planes, Trains, and Automobiles:
Buses, Boats, Bikes” will run through
December 2025. Stay tuned for spe-
cial events, including expert-led tours
and workshops on transportation in-
novation in the region. Find more
about the exhibit at thehistorycenter.
net/2025-exhibit
This exhibit helps celebrate the
200th anniversary of the completion
of the Erie Canal. It is made possible
with financial support to The Histo-
ry Center in TompKkins County from
the Triad Foundation and NYSCA.
Special thanks to our exhibit collab-

Schedule -

orators including local historians,
model builders, and transportation
enthusiasts; specific thanks for col-
laborations with Rochester Museum
and Science Center, Wharton Stu-

dio Museum, Leonard’s Vacuum and
Hobby Shop, Department of Public
Works for the Village of Dryden, and
the Highway Department for the Town
of Dryden.

‘Valentine’s Day Cards for Seniors’
initiative seeks submissions

State Senator Lea Webb (SD 52)
has announced her 2nd Annual
“Valentine’s Day Cards for Seniors”
initiative, inviting community in-
volvement in creating Valentine’s
cards for nursing home and adult
care residents in the Southern Tier.

This initiative invites schools,
families, and individuals to partic-
ipate by creating handmade Valen-
tine’s Day cards as an expression
of care and connection, aimed at
reducing the feelings of isolation
that many seniors experience. The
collected cards will be safely distrib-
uted by Senator Webb and her team
to various nursing homes and adult
care residents in the region by Val-
entine’s Day.

“Last year, we saw the power of
community come to life through my
1st Annual Valentine’s Day Cards
for Seniors initiative, and I'm
thrilled to bring it back for a second
year,” said Senator Lea Webb. “This
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is about more than just sending a
card —it’s about showing our seniors
that they are valued and remem-
bered.”

Participants are encouraged to
drop off cards by 5 p.m., Feb. 6, at the
following locations:

» Senator Webb’s Binghamton Of-
fice: 44 Hawley Street, Suite 1607,
Binghamton, NY 13901

« Broome County Public Library
(Children’s Desk): 185 Court
Street, Binghamton, NY 13901

» George F. Johnson Memorial Li-
brary: 1001 Park Street, Endicott,
NY 13760

» Senator Webb’s Ithaca Office: 217
North Aurora Street, Suite 110,
Ithaca, NY 14850

« Southworth Library: 24 W Main
Street Dryden, NY 13053

» Cortland Free Library: 32 Church
Street, Cortland, NY 13045

» Cortland Youth Bureau:
35 Port Watson Street, Cortland,

NY 13045

For more information, partici-

pants can contact Senator Webb’s
office at 607-773-8771.

Let’s discuss risk.

When did you last review your insurance strategy
with a local independent agent?
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tation of a judicial warrant, but ab-
sent that warrant it will not disclose
certain nonpublic, sensitive informa-
tion about an individual.

The city of Ithaca also passed a
sanctuary city law in 2017, and the
extent to which the president’s exec-
utive orders may have an impact on
local government is still unclear.

Last week, it was widely reported
that in a memo Acting Deputy Attor-
ney General Emil Bove told Justice
Department staff that state and local
authorities must cooperate with the
immigration crackdown and federal
prosecutors “shall investigate inci-
dents involving any such misconduct
for potential prosecution.”

At the Jan. 22 meeting of the City
of Ithaca Common Council, the coun-
cil briefly discussed a draft resolu-
tion stating that City of Ithaca code
prohibits discrimination against in-
dividuals under a variety of bases.
The ordinance would recognize the
importance of fostering a city that is
welcoming and inclusive for all indi-
viduals, regardless of nationality or
citizenship.

The council voted unanimously
to put the resolution on the consent
agenda for its Feb. 5 meeting.

The resolution would reaffirm
the city’s commitment to these val-
ues, wrapping up its renewed stance
on immigration with other human
rights issues that were the subject of
Trump’s executive orders. The reso-
lution would include the sanctuary
city language as well as language
supporting gender-affirming care
and recognizing the importance of
reproductive health care.

Klein said that he personally does
not wish to reopen the issue in front
of the county legislature at this time.

“I personally don’t think that it’s
worth the time,” he said. “The law
from 2017 is in effect, so why would
we use our time to say what we al-
ready said?”

Klein said he believes that Trump’s
executive orders contain a conflation
of immigration and crime and that
the county’s policy does not con-
flate the two. “If someone commits a
crime, then they are going to be sub-
ject to our public safety system, just
like anybody else,” Klein said. “It has
nothing to do with immigration sta-
tus.”

Create

the next
family .
nelrloom.

£jewelbox

Legislator Deborah Dawson
(D-Lansing) said that she is con-
cerned about the programs the gov-
ernment provides to children in the
areas of health care, foster care and
students with disabilities. One poten-
tial ramification of the EO, Dawson
said, is that it could require local gov-
ernments to ascertain the birthright
citizenship of every child so that the
government can then refuse to pro-
vide those services.

Klein said that he is wary of retali-
ation by the federal government, but
he believes there is little the county
can do at this early juncture.

“They are very concerning threats,
and we will keep an eye on them, but
until actual action is taken by the
government, it’s hard to react,” he
said. “We will do whatever we can
to defend ourselves, defend our laws
and defend our residents, but with-
out knowing what tools might be
coming at us, it’s hard to know what
we’re dealing with, specifically.”
Diversity, equity and inclusion

The president also issued an execu-
tive order titled, “Ending Radical and
Wasteful Government DEI Programs
and Preferencing.”

“The Biden Administration forced
illegal and immoral discrimination
programs, going by the name ‘diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion’ (DEI), into
virtually all aspects of the Federal
Government, in areas ranging from
airline safety to the military,” asserts
the executive order, which calls for
“the termination of all discrimina-
tory programs, including illegal DEI
and ‘diversity, equity, inclusion, and
accessibility’ (DEIA) mandates, poli-
cies, programs, preferences, and ac-
tivities in the Federal Government,
under whatever name they appear.”

Klein condemned the president’s
actions to remove all DEI measures
from the federal government, saying
they go against Tompkins County’s
values.

“There are policies and other is-
sues that are legitimate to debate, but
to make a blanket elimination of all
attempts to balance inequities and
even basically talk about the subject
is shameful,” Klein said.

“Life is easier for the government
and the people when we are in align-
ment with the other governments
and the general values that other
governments have, and when we are
not in alignment it certainly makes
it harder for everyone,” Klein added.
“I think it affects everyone’s mental
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health, and that matters. To a lot of
us, it feels like we are under attack
by our own federal government, and
that is not a healthy environment to
operate in.”

Tompkins County Legislator Ran-
dy Brown (R-Newfield) said he sup-
ports the county’s DEI initiatives,
including the existence of a chief eq-
uity and diversity officer, a role held
by Charlene Holmes.

“I think it’s important for the coun-
ty to have Charlene Holmes,” Brown
said, adding that he believes one of
the main goals of the county should
be to hire more minority employees,
and to develop effective strategies to
do so.

“Everyone has a full shot here,”
Brown said. “We want diversity.”

The county’s DEI policies do more
than just inform the actions of the
government, said Brown. “I think
it’s a communication of values, and
I think it’s really important for mo-
rale,” he said.

“My biggest issue with the ra-
cial divide is the divide,” he added.
“We’re in it together. On the political
side they try to divide us, and I think
that’s not a great place to be. I think
Biden went too far left and shoved
it down people’s throats, and it took
away from the job they had to do.”
Gender

In an order titled “Defending Wom-
en from Gender Ideology Extremism
and Restoring Biological Truth to the
Federal Government,” Trump de-
clares that it is now the policy of the
United States to recognize two sexes:
male and female.

The order goes on to define “man”
and “woman” and “male” and “fe-
male.” Chan Tov McNamarah, visit-
ing assistant professor at Cornell Law
School, said they find it concerning
that male and female, as defined by
the order, are determined at the time
of conception, rather than birth. He
said this language could be viewed
as a “Trojan horse,” setting the stage
for future pro-life legislation.

McNamarah said that in terms of
rolling out language that supports
the concept of fetal personhood, “it’s
all there.”

“I think it’s incredibly transparent,
how it’s laid out,” they said.

McNamarah added they find it “in-
credibly telling” that May Mailman,
who McNamarah said has been advo-
cating against abortion rights for de-
cades, was one of the individuals who
authored the order.

“It’s planting seeds of an idea, an
ideology,” McNamarah said. “The
sooner that personhood begins vis-
a-vis conception, the sooner the gov-
ernment has the moral right to step
in to protect that life. Very few of the
laws we have recognize life at concep-
tion, and this is now pinning the time
that someone is sexed at conception;
it edges us ever so closely to a situa-
tion where we recognize fetal rights.”

The order goes on to state that the
Secretaries of State and Homeland
Security and the Director of the Of-
fice of Personnel Management will
implement changes to require that
government-issued identification
documents, including passports, vi-
sas and Global Entry cards, “accu-
rately reflect the holder’s sex.”

“It’s too early for us to know all of
the full implications, but one is that
these orders — all of them are gen-
erating a lot of fear and uncertainty,
and they are making people afraid in
some cases to go out in public or to
travel,” said Kate McCullough, inter-
im director of LGBT studies at Cor-
nell University. “I do have one friend
who is trans who said they were re-
ceiving a lot of very obvious stares
in the grocery store, and who has
lived in this community for a num-
ber of years and said that had not
been the case.”

“I am increasingly worried about
emboldening transphobia,” she add-
ed. “I have felt generally welcomed
in this community as a lesbian, but
one of the impacts of Trump’s first
term is making it okay to say horrible
things in public. ... I'm worried more
about the atmosphere of the policies,
more than the policy changes.”

McNamarah said that the order is
not retroactive. “So, you are able to
have your passport,” they assured
those who have an X marker for gen-
der on their passport. “For any Tomp-
kins County residents, I'd be careful
leaving the country if you have an
X gender marker on your passport,”
they advised.

McNamarah added that many of
the president’s orders will likely be
tied up in court for some time. Con-
tradictory case law long precedes the
executive orders around the use of
pronouns and removing transgender
women from federal prisons, for ex-
ample. “I don’t think it’s as cut and
dry as people think the EO is,” they
said. “It’s not going to be signed today
and hashed out tomorrow. It’s a little
bit more complicated than that.”
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Brief

Sciarabba Walker & Co. announces new
co-managing partner, tax department,
and outsourced accounting department heads

Photo provided
Dave lles, co-managing partner for
Sciarabba Walker

Sciarabba Walker is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of David Iles,
CPA, and Chris Hart, CPA, as Co-Man-
aging Partners, effective January 1,
2025. This marks a new chapter in the
firm’s leadership structure, with Dave
and Chris working together through
June 30, 2026, to guide the firm into its
next phase of growth and success.

Davelles, who has been with the firm
since 1988 and has served as Managing
Partner since July 1999, will continue
to provide leadership, staff mentor-
ing, and client service as a partner fol-
lowing the transition. Chris Hart, who
joined the firm in 2008, was promoted
to partner in 2021, and has served as
the head of the Tax Department in re-
cent years, will serve as Co-Managing
Partner alongside Dave. Beginning
July 1, 2026, Chris will assume the role
of Managing Partner.

Photo provided
Christopher Hart, co-managing partner
for Sciarabba Walker

Effective January 1, 2025, Tom
D’Alessandro, CPA, will assume the
role of head of the Tax Department,
taking over from Chris Hart. Tom,
who joined the firm in December 2023,
brings with him extensive experience,
having spent eight years at Pricewa-
terhouseCoopers (PwC). Chris and
Tom will collaborate closely to pre-
pare the firm for the 2025 tax season,
ensuring seamless leadership and ex-
ceptional client service.

“We’re excited to have Chris lead
our firm during this time of acceler-
ated change in our profession,” said
Dave Iles. “The firm’s success has
always been founded in our commit-
ment to our community, proactive
client service, employee development,
and embracing change. Chris’s strong
relationship skills and community
roots will be tremendous resources as

Photo provided
Kathleen Torello, outsourced accounting
manager for Sciarabba Walker

we focus on our strategic priorities.”

“I am excited to take on the role of
Co-Managing Partner and look for-
ward to leading this firm forward in
an ever-changing profession,” said
new Co-Managing Partner, Chris
Hart. “I have been with the firm for
over 16 years because of my respect
for the firm’s leadership and culture.
I immensely enjoyed my time leading
the Tax Department, and I believe
Tom will bring a fresh energy and per-
spective to the position.”

“Stepping into the role of Head of
the Tax Department is both a privi-
lege and an exciting challenge,” said
Tom D’Alessandro. “I’'m eager to col-
laborate with our talented team to
navigate challenges and seize oppor-
tunities. Together, we’ll continue to
raise the bar in delivering lasting val-
ue to our clients.”

Photo provided
Tom D’Alessandro, head of the tax
department for Sciarabba Walker

Also effective January 1, 2025, Kath-
leen Torello, CPA, will assume the
role of Outsourced Accounting Man-
ager. Kathleen joined the firm in 2014
after a career in private and public
accounting and was promoted to Man-
ager in 2024 and Department Manager
in 2025.

“I'm honored to be promoted to
Outsourced Accounting Manager and
follow in the footsteps of wonderful
leaders,” said Kathleen Torello. “I am
excited to work with my team to con-
tinue to provide top-notch financial
services to our clients throughout the
country, and I look forward to intro-
ducing ourselves and our services to
potential clients throughout Upstate
New York and beyond.”

For more information about Scia-
rabba Walker, please visit swcllp.com
or email info@swcllp.com.
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Briefs

The Cherry Arts presents ‘Signal Flow’

The Cherry Arts is thrilled to kick
off 2025 with Signal Flow, a collection
of curious machines by Norm Scott,
opening Friday, Jan. 31, at the Cherry
Gallery.

Signal Flow is an assortment of de-
vices that create unusual experiences
for the spectator through interactive
audio, smell, and even fortune-

telling. Ithaca artist Scott invites
visitors to operate many of the re-
mixed vintage mechanisms, engaging
all the senses of the audience with
playful explorations of music-making,

storytelling, and—yes—imagineering.

Inventor, sound designer, and video
editor Norm Scott builds wacky con-
traptions and audio-visual installa-
tions. His penchant for documenting
family and friends with a tape record-
er has yielded a career in audio re-
cording and production and a handful
of albums. He currently divides his
time between PhotoSynthesis Produc-
tions, Cornell University, and his own
venture Scott Mediaworks. Signal
Flow is made possible, in part, with
SOS grant funding from the Commu-

nity Arts Partnership of Tompkins
County.

The opening reception for Signal
Flow will take place Jan. 31 from 5to 7
p.m. at The Cherry Gallery (130 Cher-
ry Street, Ithaca). At 6 p.m., an elec-
tromagnetic chrono-seance will be
conducted. The reception is free and
open to the public.

The Cherry Gallery will be open
Thursdays and Fridays from 6 to 9
p.m. and Saturdays and Sundays from
1 to 5 p.m. For more information, visit
thecherry.org/signal-flow/.

Friends of the Ithaca Farmers Market receives
funding for new shared-use commercial kitchen

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer recent-
ly announced $109,255 in federal fund-
ing for Friends of the Ithaca Farmers
Market to build a new shared commer-
cial-use Kkitchen for use by small food en-
trepreneurs seeking to grow their busi-
nesses and sell at places like the Ithaca
Farmers Market . With this grant, the
project plans to help nearly 20 vendors,
giving them access to equipment and
technical expertise they would not oth-
erwise be able to afford.

“The gorges Ithaca Farmers Market
along the scenic Cayuga Lake is a staple
in Tompkins County, a food mecca for
food enthusiasts and small businesses.
But too few small food entrepreneurs
have the resources to scale their opera-
tions to the level they aspire. I'm proud
to deliver $109,255 in federal funding to
Friends of the Ithaca Farmers Market to
build a shared-use commercial Kitchen
so new food vendors have the resources
they need to develop and sell their prod-
ucts and grow their businesses,” said
Senator Schumer. “I boosted funding
for the Appalachian Region Commis-
sion in the Bipartisan Infrastructure In-
vestment & Jobs Law I led to passage in
the Senate with investments like this in
mind to support the success and growth
of Upstate NY’s small businesses. I'm
proud that the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Investment & Jobs Law is continu-
ing to deliver for Ithaca and the South-
ern Tier.”

The Friends of the Ithaca Farmers
Market’s Shared Kitchen-Ithaca project
will create a licensed shared-use com-
mercial Kkitchen to support increased
demand from food product businesses

looking to sell at places like the Ithaca
Farmers Market.

The shared kitchen will have equip-
ment and space for small food busi-
nesses. Previous feasibility studies have
shown that building an affordable com-
mercial Kitchen space will support the
growth of local food entrepreneurs. The
project also aims to provide technical
business assistance to food entrepre-
neurs and organize networking events
to strengthen business-to-business con-
nections among entrepreneurs, suppli-
ers, and buyers.

The federal dollars will be matched
$85,149 from individual donors in the
community as well as $25,000 from
the Park Foundation and $17,000 from
the City of Ithaca. The location for the
shared-use Kkitchen will be at 700 W. Buf-
falo St. at the site of the former Green-
star Central Kitchen in Ithaca.

“The City of Ithaca is grateful for the
support for the Shared Kitchen Itha-
ca project from Leader Schumer, New
York Department of State, ST8 and the
Appalachian Regional Commission,”
said Robert Cantelmo, Mayor of Ithaca.
“The City is proud to have played a di-
rect role in bringing this transformation
project to fruition through the creative
leadership of Deputy Director for Eco-
nomic Development Tom Knipe, as well
as a small City grant to support start-up
costs and a grant from the Ithaca Urban
Renewal Agency (IURA) to provide re-
duced kitchen rent to low-to-moderate
income microenterprises. Food man-
ufacturing has emerged as a growth
sector for Ithaca and Tompkins Coun-
ty over the past several years and has
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one of the highest rates of women and
minority business owners and the low-
est thresholds to entry. As a result, in
addition to creating more successful lo-
cal food businesses, jobs, and economic
activity by plugging a gap in the local
food economy, this project holds prom-
ise to create wealth for diverse business
owners, help address food insecurity,
and shepherd a renaissance of specialty
foods for Ithaca and the broader Finger
Lakes and Southern Tier regions.”

“The shared commercial Kitchen will
significantly enhance the food ecosys-
tem in the region and boost the pros-
pects of numerous entrepreneurs who
would otherwise have no access to the
kind of resources that we will provide,”
said Chuck Schwerin, Shared Kitchen
Ithaca Board of Directors. “Among the
grants we got was a generous one from
the Ithaca Urban Renewal Agency to de-
fray 50% of the rent for businesses that
could not otherwise afford the facility.
We are grateful, as well, for a $150,000
grant from the Tompkins County De-
velopment Corporation to support our
initial startup and equipment costs. We
are working, as well, with food insecuri-

ty groups in the community to facilitate
the processing and distribution of food
in the community for those in need.”

The funding comes from the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission, which
Schumer boosted funding for in the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Investment &
Jobs Law he led to passage in the Senate
by $1 billion over 5 years, increasing the
budget to $200 million per year through
2026. The Appalachian Regional Com-
mission provides support for economic
development, infrastructure, and work-
force development programs to im-
prove the quality of life and create new
business growth and job opportunities
across the Southern Tier.
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Legal Notices

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Ellison Property Group,
LLC, Art. of Org. filed with
the SSNY on 12/5/24.
Office: Chemung County.
SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the
LLC, 219 M. Elston Rd., Van
Etten, NY 14889. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose. 12/18,
01/01, 01/08,1/15,01/22,
1/729/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

AnyBody & EveryBody LLC,
Art. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 4/30/24. Office:
County of Tompkins. SSNY
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy
of process to the LLC,
241 Cherry St., lIthaca,
NY 14850. Purpose: Any
lawful ~ purpose. 12/18,
01/01, 01/08, 1/15, 01/22,
1/729/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Red Bird Tile LLC. Articles
of  Organization filing
date with Secretary of
State (SSNY) was May
19, 2023. Office Location:
Tompkins County. SSNY
has been designated as
agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served and SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to 2197 Ellis Hollow Rd.
Ithaca, NY 14850. Purpose
is to engage in any and
all  business activities
permitted under NYS laws.
12/18, 01/01, 01/08, 1/15,
01/22,1/29/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Downey Farm LLC.
Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary
of State of New York
(SSNY) on 12/13/2024.
Office location: Tompkins
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of process to:
ZenBusiness Inc., 41 State
Street, Suite 112, Albany,
NY 12207, USA. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose. 01/01,
01/08, 1/15, 01/22, 1/29,
2/5/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Warren Refrigeration, LLC
-- Articles of Organization
filed  with  Secretary

January 29, 2025

of State of New York
on 12/18/2024. Office
location: Cortland County.
Secretary of State of New
York designated as agent
of the limited liability
company upon whom
process against it may
be served. Secretary of
State of New York shall
mail process to 2045
Maxfield Road, Cortland,
New York 13045 which
is the principal office
of the limited liability
company. The limited
liability —company was
formed for any lawful
business purpose. 01/01,
01/08, 1/15, 01/22, 1/29,
2/5/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Sprint Alumni
Engagement, LLC. Articles
of Organization filing date
with Secretary of State
(SSNY) was 11/29/2024.
Office location: Tompkins
County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served
and SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the
LLC, 856 Snyder Hill Rd,
Ithaca, NY 14850. Purpose
is to engage in any and
all  business activities
permitted under NYS law.
01/01, 01/08, 1/15, 01/22,
1/29,2/5/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Herman Handyworks LLC
was filed with the New York
State Department of State
on October 15, 2024. The
LLC is located in Tompkins
County. The Secretary
of State is designated as
the agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served.The address
to which the Secretary
of State shall mail a copy
of any process against
the LLC is 99 Washington
Avenue, Albany, NY 12231.
The LLC is formed for any
lawful purpose.01/01,
01/08, 1/15, 01/22, 1/29,
2/5/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Mecenas Holdings LLC
filed Arts. of Org. with
the Sect’y of State of NY
(SSNY) on 9/7/2024.
Office: Tompkins County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served and shall
mail process to: The LLC,
PO Box 81, Ithaca, NY
14851. Purpose: any lawful
act. 01701, 01/08, 1/15,
01/22,1/29,2/5/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

ROWAN'S RENOVATIONS,
LLC, Art. of Org. filed with
the SSNY on 09/17/24.
Office: County of Tompkins.
SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC,
46 Drake Road, Lansing,
NY 14882. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose. 01/01,
01/08, 1/15, 01/22, 1/29,
2/5/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Mandeville & Son, LLC,
Art. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 12/19/24. Office:
Tompkins County. SSNY
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process to the LLC, 894
Ithaca Rd., Spencer, NY,
14883.  Purpose:  Any
lawful purpose. 01/08,
1715, 01722, 1/29, 2/5,
2/12/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Mandeville Property Group,
LLC, Art. of Org. filed with
the SSNY on 12/19/24.
Office: Tompkins County.
SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC,
894 Ithaca Rd., Spencer,
NY, 14883. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose. 01/08,
1715, 01/22, 1/29, 2/5,
2/12/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Articles of Organization for
TRIPHAMMER PARTNERS
LLC (“LLC") were filed
with the Secretary of New
York (“SSNY") on January
2, 2025. Office Location:
Tompkins County. SSNY
designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail a copy of
any process to the LLC,
202 East State Street,
Suite 403, Ithaca, New York
14850. Purpose: To engage
in any lawful activity. 1/15,
01722, 1729, 2/5, 2/12,
2/19/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

GMR Auto Sales, LLC --
Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of
State of New York on
01/10/2025. Office

location: Cortland County.
Secretary of State of New
York designated as agent
of the limited liability
company upon whom
process against it may
be served. Secretary of
State of New York shall
mail process to 230 Port
Watson Street, Cortland,
New York 13045 which is
the principal office of the
limited liability company.
The  limited liability
company was formed
for any lawful business
purpose. 1/22, 1/29, 2/5,
2/12,2/19,2/26/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

McNeil Fabrication, LLC
-- Articles of Organization
filed with Secretary of
State of New York on
01/13/2025. Office
location: Cortland County.
Secretary of State of New
York designated as agent
of the limited liability
company upon whom
process against it may be
served. Secretary of State
of New York shall mail
process to PO Box 213,
Homer, New York 13077
which is the principal
office  of the limited
liability ~company. The
limited liability company
was formed for any lawful
business purpose. 1/22,
1729, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19,
2/26/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Dragons Can Be Defeated
Therapy and Consulting,
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with
the SSNY on 01/14/2025.
Office: Tompkins County.
SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the
LLC, 108 N. Cayuga Street,
4th Floor, Suite 1, Ithaca,
NY 14850. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose. 1/29,
2/5, 2/12, 02/19, 02/26,
03/05/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Heya LLC. Art. of Org.
filed with the SSNY on
12/09/2024. Office:
Tompkins County. SSNY
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process to 416 East State
Street, Ithaca, NY 14850.
Purpose:  Any  lawful
purpose. 1/29, 2/5, 2/12,
2/19,2/26,3/5/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
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COMPANY

Sam Boyles LLC. Art. of
Org. filed with the SSNY
on 01/22/2025. Office:
Tompkins County. SSNY
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process to 401 Linn St.,
Ithaca, NY 14850. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose. 1/29,
2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26,
3/5/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

BHEDA LLC. Art. of Org.
filed with the SSNY on
01/14/2025. Office:
Tompkins County. SSNY
designated as  agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to
25 Hilton Rd., Dryden, NY
13053. Purpose: Any lawful
purpose. 1/29, 2/5, 2/12,
2/19,2/26,3/5/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Mini City Garage LLC filed
Art. of Org. with the SSNY
on 12/16/2024. Office:
Tompkins County. SSNY
designated as  agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to
PO Box 1, McLean, NY
13102. Purpose: Any lawful
purpose. 1/29, 2/5, 2/12,
2/19,2/26,3/5/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Potter Ridge, LLC filed
Art. of Org. with the SSNY
on 01/17/2025. Office:
Cortland County. SSNY
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process to 4080 Piety
Ridge Road, Marathon, NY
13803. Purpose: Any lawful

Solutions to Puzzles on Pa

purpose. 1/29, 2/5, 2/12,
2/19,2/26,3/5/2025

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Stand Guard Over Truth,
LLC. Art. of Org. filed with
the SSNY on 12/28/2024.
Office: Tompkins County.
SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to Chrissy
Smith @ 4470 Country
Meadow Dr., High Ridge,
MO 63049. Purpose: Any
lawful  purpose. 1/29,
2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26,
3/5/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

To Wonder at Beauty, LLC.
Art. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 11/03/2024.
Office: Tompkins County.
SSNY designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to Chrissy
Smith @ 4470 Country
Meadow Dr., High Ridge,
MO 63049. Purpose: Any
lawful ~ purpose. 1/29,
2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26,
3/5/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Vintage Dreams, LLC. Art.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 10/17/2024. Office:
Tompkins County. SSNY
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process to Anthony Muro
@ 9680 Kingtown Rd.,
Trumansburg, NY 14886.
Purpose:  Any  lawful
purpose. 1/29, 2/5, 2/12,
2/19,2/26,3/5/2025.
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Real Estate Transactions

DRYDEN

- Thomas Lobdell &
Clifton Fenner bought
from Etna Vol Fire
Dept Inc in Dryden, NY

13053 on 12/31/24 for
$10,000.
Sutherlann  LLC

bought from Richard J.
Young Jr. in Dryden, NY
13053 on 12/30/24 for
$130,000.

ITHACA
- Patrick Deely bought
from Elie M. Piha at 230

Hayts Rd, Ithaca, NY
14850 on 01/02/25 for
$275,000.

Johannes A.
Haushofer bought from
John  Guckenheimer
& Meredith Kusch at
309 Saint Catherines

Cir, Ithaca, NY 14850
on 12/30/24  for
$700,000.

Michael Lawless
& Daniel  Mcnichol
bought from Zachariah
Zussman-Dobbins
at 160 Seven Mile Dir,

Ithaca, NY 14850 on
12/31/24 for $25,000.
- Narrative Spc Ny LLC
bought from Lama
Brothers LLC at 405
Tioga St N, Ithaca, NY
14851 on 12/31/24 for
$292,500.

- Brian Nicholson &
Emily Nicholson bought
from Kathleen Lilley at
111 Lake St, Ithaca, NY
14850 on 12/27/24 for
$365,000.

Classifieds

AUTOS WANTED
Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support our
Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-
245-0398
- GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR???  Your car
donation to Patriotic
Hearts helps veterans
find work or start their
own business. Fast free
pick. Running or not!
Call 24/7. 1-888-251-
3135
- We buy 8,000 cars
a week. Sell your old,
busted, or junk car with
no hoops, haggles, or
headaches. Sell your
car to Peddle. Easy
three-step  process.
Instant  offer.  Free
pickup. Fast payment.
Call 1-855-403-3374

BUYING / SELLING

- We Buy Houses for
Cash AS IS! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three-step
process: Call, get cash
offer, and get

paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling
Liz  Buys Houses:
1-888-704-5670

HEALTH & FITNESS
- ATTENTION OXYGEN

THERAPY USERS!
Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen
Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE
information kit. Call
1-855-399-2719
- Attention: VIAGRA
and CIALIS USERS!
A cheaper alternative
to high drugstore
prices! 50 Pill Special

Only $99! 100%
guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-855-399-2582
- Dental insurance from
Physicians Mutual
Insurance  Company.
Coverage for 400+
procedures.Real dental
insurance - not just
a discount plan. Get
your free Information
Kit with details!
1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads
#6258

HEARING  AIDS!!
High-quality
rechargeable, powerful
Audien hearing aids
priced 90% less than
competitors. Tiny and
NEARLY  INVISIBLE!
45-day money back
guarantee!  855-819-
7060

HOME
IMPROVEMENT
BEAUTIFUL BATH

UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Superior
quality bath and
shower systems at
AFFORDABLE PRICES!
Lifetime warranty &
professional installs.
Call Now! 1-855-399-
2076

- Do you know what'’s
in your water? Leaf
Home Water Solutions
offers FREE water
testing and whole
home water treatment
systems that can be
installed in as little
one day. 15% off your
entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military
discounts. Restrictions
apply. Schedule your
FREE test today. Call
1-866-247-5728

- Do you need a Roof
or Energy Efficient
Windows &  Help
paying for it? YOU MAY
QUALIFY  THROUGH

NEW RELIEF
PROGRAMS (800)
944-9393 or visit

NYProgramFunding.
org to qualify. Approved
applications will have
the work completed by
a repair crew provided
by: HOMEOWNER
FUNDING. Not
affiliated with State or
Gov Programs.

- Get DISH Satellite TV
+ Internet! Free Install,
Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand

e smart and ONLY CHOICE when tackling your roof!
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LIMITED
TIME
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GBIGHOME 1.833. 370 '|234

ot be combined with any other

offer. Min

red. Other restrictiol

M pur requi
ntp\ocedonb holf fE Construction Mid-We: t\n (“Eri e) Off term cmd ndt ons moyopplyond
Il the nu mber provided, you consent to being con tocted by te\ephone SMS text message,

i ble in your area
scges by Erie

18 Tompkins Weekly

Movies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In
Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-782-4069

- Prepare for power
outages with
Briggs & Stratton®
PowerProtect(TM)
standby  generators
- the most powerful
home standby
generators  available.
Industry-leading
comprehensive
warranty - 7 vyears
($849 value.) Proudly
made in the USA.
Call Briggs & Stratton
1-888-605-1496

MISCELLANEOUS

- Consumer Cellular
- the same reliable,
nationwide coverage
as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and
activation is free. All
plans feature unlimited
talk and text, starting
at just $20/month. For
more information, call
1-844-919-1682

- DIRECTV- All your
entertainment.
Nothing on  your
roofl  Sign up for
Direct and get your
first three months of
Max, Paramount+,
Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax
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apply. Call DIRECTV
1-888-534-6918
Eliminate
cleaning
LeafFilter,
advanced
blocking gutter
protection.  Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior
& Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936
- Get Boost Infinite!
Unlimited Talk, Text
and Data For Just $25/
mo! The Power Of 3
5G Networks, One Low
Price! Call Today and
Get The Latest iPhone
Every Year On Us! 844-
329-9391
- Home break-ins take
less than 60 seconds.
Don't wait! Protect
your family, your home,
your assets now for
as little as 70¢/day!
1-844-591-7951
- MobileHelp America’s
premier mobile
medical alert system.
Whether you're home
or away. For safety &
peace of mind. No long
term contracts! Free

gutter
forever!
the most
debris-

SERVICES

PEST CONTROL:
PROTECT YOUR HOME
from pests safely and
affordably.  Roaches,
Bed Bugs, Rodent,
Termite, Spiders and
other pests. Locally
owned and affordable.
Call for service or an
inspection today!
1-866-448-8311 Have
zip code of property
ready when calling!

TRAVEL SERVICES

SAVE ON YOUR
TRAVEL PLANS! Up
to 75%. More than
500 AIRLINES and
300,000 HOTELS
across the world. Let
us do the research for
you for FREE! Call: 877
9887277

TVINTERNET PHONE
- AFFORDABLE TV &
INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your
service, call now for a

included. Choice brochure! Call 1-888- free quoteand see how
package $84.99/mo. 489-3936 much you can save!
Some restrictions 1-855-399-2803
X f'_""_‘*%. - SR * . SPeg )
ke Call today and receive a 410%’,
- FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
i~ PLUS $1600 OFF
. saFEfUSTEP
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Brief

Attorney General James reminds New
Yorkers to be cautious in charitable
giving for Los Angeles wildfire relief

New York Attorney General Letitia
James recently provided guidance to
New Yorkers looking to support relief
efforts as wildfires continue to burn
across the greater Los Angeles area.

The Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral (OAG) warns that New Yorkers
should be wary of sham charities at-
tempting to take advantage of their
concern and encourages everyone to
take steps to ensure they are giving to
legitimate charitable organizations.

“In the midst of terrible natural
disasters such as the wildfires im-
pacting the greater Los Angeles
area, scammers often take advan-
tage of generous acts in exchange for
personal gain,” said Attorney Gener-
al James. “While it is inspiring to see
so many New Yorkers eager to help,
I encourage them to be cautious of
sham charities that prey on people’s
generosity and ensure that they are
giving to trustworthy organizations
and groups. We will continue to do ev-
erything we can to support victims of
this terrible tragedy and I urge any-
one who experiences any issues when
donating to contact my office.”

Fraudulent organizations can try
to take advantage of New Yorkers’
good intentions, especially following
natural disasters. Given the signifi-
cant impact of wildfires, it is essen-
tial for New Yorkers to be informed as
they seek to help. The OAG offers the
following tips to ensure donations are
safe and effective:

e Solicited by Email? Find Out
Who Is Soliciting. If you receive
a solicitation by email, find out
who is behind that email address.
Contact the charity whose name
is in the email or visit its website
to find out if the email is really
from the charity. Do not give per-
sonal information or your credit
card number in response to an
email solicitation unless you have
checked out the charity.

Be Careful When Giving
Through Social Media or Oth-
er Fundraising Sites. Before
giving through social media
or fundraising sites, research
the identity of the organizer of
the fundraising efforts and ask
the same questions you would of
a charity. Online platforms that
host groups and individuals solic-
iting for causes may not thorough-
ly vet those who use their service.
Donors should only give to cam-
paigns conducted by people whom
they know. Donors also should
take a close look at the site’s FAQs
and Terms and Conditions to see
what fees will be charged. Also,
don’t assume that charities rec-
ommended on social media sites,
blogs, or other websites have al-
ready been vetted. Research the
charity yourself to confirm that
the charity is aware of the cam-
paign and has given its approved
permission for the use of its name

or logo. If available, sign up for
updates from the campaign orga-
nizer to keep abreast of how con-
tributions to the campaign are be-
ing spent.
Check Before Giving. Donate
to charities you are familiar with
and carefully review information
about the charity before you give.
Check a website like https://di-
sasterphilanthropy.org/ to find
out which charities are at the aid
forefront. Most charities are re-
quired to register and file finan-
cial reports with OAG’s Charities
Bureau if they solicit contribu-
tions from New Yorkers. Check
OAG’s website for financial re-
ports of charities or ask the chari-
ty directly for its reports.
Ask How Your Donation Will
Be Used. Find out how the charity
plans to use your donation, includ-
ing the services and individuals
your donation will support. Find
out more than just the cause. Find
out what organization or entity
will receive the money and what
programs it conducts or what ser-
vices it provides. Find out how
much of the organization’s budget
supports its mission. All charities
have administrative expenses, but
be wary if these costs outweigh
the amount spent on relief.
*« Look Into Newly Formed Or-
ganizations Carefully. Often, in
the aftermath of tragedies, new

organizations emerge to meet
community needs. While most of
these organizations are well-in-
tentioned, and some may provide
innovative forms of assistance,
some may not have the experi-
ence or infrastructure to follow
through on their promises, and
some may turn out to be scams.
Exercise Caution Before You
Text a Contribution. Check the
charity’s website or call the char-
ity to confirm it has authorized
contributions to be made via
text message.

Don’t Give Cash. Give directly to
the charity either by check made
payable to the organization or
through the charity’s website.

Be Careful About Personal
Information. Be cautious be-
fore giving credit card or person-
al information over the phone,
by text message, or via the
internet. In all cases, make sure
you are familiar with the orga-
nization to which you give such
information and check to see
that the fundraising campaign is

legitimate.
* Report Suspicious
Organizations. If you believe

an organization is misrepresent-
ing its work or that a fundrais-
ing or charitable scam is taking
place, please file a complaint with
the Charities Bureau, or
call 212-416-8401.

Obituaries

Celebrating Lives, Honoring Memories

Name: Age: Town, State:
Barbara J. Ellis 89 Lansing, NY
Antonia Demas 72 Trumansburg, NY
David C. Hart 70  Brooktondale, NY
Benjamin Widom 97 Ithaca, NY
Herman Owens - Ithaca, NY
Jeffrey L. Menzies 58 lthaca, NY
Anthony Lucatelli 65 Ithaca, NY
Ronnie L. Crump 71  Ithaca, NY

Bruce Allen Newhart 82 Interlaken NY
Loretta L. Emmons 61  Trumansburg, NY
Lisa M. Colby 67  Groton, NY
Howard C. Haskins 80  Trumansburg, NY
Stanley Biskup 85  West Danby, NY
James W. lke 79  Interlaken NY
Kristin Lee DiPronio 66 Ithaca, NY

John Holmes - Ithaca, NY

Mary Gloster 82  Groton, NY
Richard L. Cogger 83 Ithaca, NY

RECENT DEATH NOTICES

Death Date: Arrangements:

Jan-26 Lansing Funeral Home
Jan-23 CNY Cremation Service
Jan-23 Perkins Funeral Home
Jan-23 CNY Cremation Service
Jan-22 Zirbel Funeral Home
Jan-21 Perkins Funeral Home
Jan-21 Bangs Funeral Home
Jan-20 Bangs Funeral Home
Jan-20 Ness-Sibley Funeral Home
Jan-19 Ness-Sibley Funeral Home
Jan-19 Zirbel Funeral Home
Jan-19 Ness-Sibley Funeral Home
Jan-19 Bangs Funeral Home
Jan-17 Ness-Sibley Funeral Home
Jan-16 Lansing Funeral Home
Jan-14 CNY Cremation Service
Jan-13 Zirbel Funeral Home
Jan-10 Bangs Funeral Home

Contact Us Today:

Placing an Obituarywith Tompkins Weekly

We are dedicated to publishing meaningful and
lasting tributes. Contact us today with questions S5 -
or send your obituary with a preferred photo and S =
begin the process of honoring their memory.

Celebrating Lives, Honoring Memories
(607) 533-0057 | TinaM@ VizellaMedia.com | 3100 N. Triphammer Road, Suite 100, Lansing, NY 14882

Howard C. Haskins

Howard C. Haskins of Trumans-
burg, formerly of Gouverneur, passed
away on Sunday, January 19, 2025 at
the age of 80.

Howard was born on October 17,
1944, a son of the late Henry and Be-
atrice (Hull) Haskins. Known to many
as Howie, a trusting, fun-loving and
storytelling guy, who
could talk to anyone; .
he spent much of his
time outdoors, enjoying
hunting, fishing, playing
games and barbecuing
with family and friends.
His younger vears were
full of many shenani-
gans with his friends,
including a 50-miler hike
he spoke so often about,
His fishing stories were
endless and seemed to be
too good to be true. His
love for the outdoors passed on to all of
his children. Whether it was taking car
rides to see the sites, stopping to look
at every deer, squirrel, bear, aw heck,
all wild life, going on hikes or fishing
in secret places, he always made time
to enjoy each day. His competitive na-
ture kept him playing games and chal-
lenging anyone to whatever game was
around. Howie played an active role
in his children’s and grandchildren’s

lives; loving his step-children as his
own and supporting all of them in their
endeavors by reaching out to them, at-
tending their events and celebrating
them. He was a true romantic; his love
and devotion for his wife, Bev, was evi-
dent every day.

Howard is survived by his wife of 41
vears, Beverly Haskins;
children, Shawn (Meg
Wirt) Haskins, Shelley
Haskins, Hope (Aaron)
Lewis, and Jamie (Jeff)
| Karim;  grandchildren,
arli Wirt, Samantha Ste-
henson, and Elisabeth
and Allison Lewis; as
well as several nieces and
nephews. In addition to
his parents, Howard was
preceded in death by a
| sister, Maureen Holcomb;
~ and two brothers, Henry
Haskins and Richard Lovely.

In keeping with Howard’s wishes, a
celebration of life will be announced at
a later date.

The family asks those that would like
to make a contribution in Howard’s
memory to Kindly consider Trumans-
burg Volunteer Fire, EMS, PO Box 418,
Trumanshurg, NY 14886.

For additional information please
visit www.ness-sibley.com
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Guthrie Walk-in Gare

Convenient Walk-in Caré Made for You

From minor burns and UTls to strains and sprains, Guthrie Ithaca City Harbor offers walk-in Guthrie Ithaca City Harbor

care for minor illnesses and injuries, with no appointment needed. Walk-in Care
720 Willow Avenue

Walk-in care is available from 7 a.m.to 7 p.m. weekdays, and 7 a.m.to 1 p.m. weekends. Ithaca, NY 14850

]
Visit Our Website www.Guthrie.org @ Medical Minds Podcast www.Guthrie.org/MedicalMinds @ Electronic Medical Record www.eGuthrie.org
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Local & responsive coverage
through your trusted
hometown agents:

Bailey Place Agency

SECURITY MUTUAL GROUP 607-319-0094 | BaileyPlace.com

Robert C. Dempsey Insurance
Providing Property and Casualty 607-898-5134 | RCDempsey.com

Insurance for homes and businesses Haylor, Freyer & Coon
607-257-1003 | Haylor.com
represented by a network of over

_ Larkin Insurance
400 independent agents throughout 607-273-4732 | LarkininsuranceAgency.com

New York State. Maguire Family Insurance
607-261-1301 | MaguireFamilylnsurance.com

Tompkins Insurance Agencies
888-261-2688 | Tompkinsins.com

SECURITY SECURITY

MUTUAL '/ COOPERATIVE True Insurance

INSURANCE == INSURANCE 607-273-7511 | Truelnsurance.com
COMPANY i1 COMPANY

Established 1887 Established 1910 P.W. Wood & Son, The Wood Office

607-266-3303 | TheWoodOffice.com
Visit: securitymutual.com
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