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Vietnam War 
Veterans 
Day: A day of 
remembrance 
and community 
for Groton

As outlined in the March 5 issue of  

this column, the Groton American 

Legion Carrington-Fuller Post 800 

(the Legion) held a 

day of  commemora-

tion on March 29 — 

Vietnam War Veter-

ans Day — the result 

of  planning by 2nd 

Vi c e - C o m m a n d e r 

Paul Koekebacker, 

Chaplain and Fi-

nance Officer Keith 

Randolph and 1st Vice-Commander 

Fred Youngs.

It brought more than 100 people to-

gether at 11 a.m. to honor those who 

served during the Vietnam War, par-

ticularly the service of  2nd Lt. Ter-

rence C. Graves, in front of  his gran-

ite memorial stone on Main Street. 

Graves was a U.S. Marine Corps Med-

al of  Honor recipient who lived in 

Groton and died in Vietnam in Febru-

ary, 1968.

Post 800 Commander Frank Heine 

made opening remarks, followed by 

an invocation by Father John Gagni-

er from St. Anthony’s Roman Catho-

lic Church in Groton.

Heine then gave what can best be 

described as a mini history lesson on 

the Vietnam War, from its beginning 

for the United States on November 1, 

1955 through the last military unit’s 

departure on March 29, 1973.

“They fought under challenging 

conditions, and when their service 

ended, were not always welcome 

when they returned home, often 

blamed for a war they did not start 

when they should have been com-

mended for serving their country 

with valor,” Heine said. “They came 

home and sometimes were denigrat-

ed when they should have been cele-

brated.”

“We make no distinction between 

veterans who served in-country, 

in-theater, or who were stationed 

elsewhere during the Vietnam War 

period,” Heine concluded. “All were 

called to serve, and none could 

self-determine where they would 

serve. Today, we honor them all for 

answering the call of  duty and serv-

ing their country with valor.”

Following Heine’s remarks, the 

mayor of  the village of  Groton, Chris 

Neville; Tompkins County Legis-

lators Lee Shurtleff  and Michael 

Sigler; and the director of  the Tomp-

kins County Department of  Veterans 

By Linda 
Competillo

See HOMELESS on pg 13See VIETNAM on pg 7

Ithaca policy would sanction 

homeless camping at Southwest Park 

for better support in conjunction 

with local organizations

By Jaime Cone Hughes

Managing Editor 

As part of  a new city of  Ithaca poli-

cy that is expected to be implemented 

in early May, the city of  Ithaca would 

sanction camping in the homeless en-

campment located behind Walmart on 

South Meadow Street, often referred to 

as Southwest Park.

Parts of  the 28-acre parcel of  city-

owned land would exist as a place where 

outreach workers could relocate un-

housed people living in unsanctioned 

areas when they cannot find housing or 

other resources.

Another encampment area, located 

behind Lowes on South Meadow Street, 

was being used by just two people during 

the day and not overnight, according to 

city officials, so the city cleaned up the 

area, removing 170 tons of  debris, which 

was sent to the Tompkins County Recy-

cling and Solid Waste Center. The new 

policy would label this area an unsanc-

tioned area, where camping is not al-

lowed.

The Salvation Army: Providing on-

the-ground assistance in an evolving 

homelessness landscape

“For us, there’s been a considerable 

amount of  change within the last year 

within the homelessness population,” 

said Brady Bond, community outreach 

director for The Salvation Army Ithaca 

Corps. 

Last summer, about 40 apartments 

were filled in Asteri, a new downtown 

apartment building, in an effort to relo-

cate local unhoused individuals in what 

was termed the “housing surge.” 

“Asteri and the housing surge has 

had a drastic impact on who was living 

in the streets, for sure,” Bond said. “We 

were going out weekly to the encamp-

ments – to  the Jungle, to Lowes –  with 

hot meals to try to get them connected 

to services, and a lot of  other agencies 

were doing that. We were not alone. We 

would go with other agencies to make it 

a one-stop shop.”

Before the housing surge, Bond would 

see about 30 people come out for a meal 

every Wednesday at the homeless en-

campment near Walmart. After many 

of those people were relocated to per-

manent housing, including apartments 

at Asteri, he would see only four of  five. 

Those who remained were usually peo-

ple who had been living at the encamp-

ment for a long time and were “settled in 

their place,” Bond said.

The encampments were a place where 

The Salvation Army was able to make 

regular and consistent connections with 

members of  the local homeless popula-

tion, but the organization also interfaces 

with those in need through Ithaca Kitch-

en Cupboard, a food pantry located at 

the Salvation Army building, 150 N. Al-

bany St., open Monday through Friday.

The Salvation Army can also offer 

vouchers for clothing and furniture, and 

it hosts a hot meal called Our Brother 

& Sister’s Table every Saturday at noon 

and Sunday at 3 p.m. “Loaves and Fish-

es is incredible, but it’s only Monday 

through Friday,” Bond said. “Ours is 

one of  the only hot meal options on the 

weekends.”

The Salvation Army works with the 

Empire State Housing Initiative, a hous-

ing-first model that matches homeless 

people with a long-term residence.

The organization also has a part-

nership with Second Wind Cottages, a 

supportive community of  tiny houses 

for homeless men, located in Newfield. 

Second Wind recently opened a second 

location for women in Dryden.

The housing surge reduced Salvation 

Army staff’s ability to connect with the 

people who did receive housing at As-

teri, Bond said. “The Salvation Army 

isn’t at that building regularly,” he said.

“There’s actually an added barrier,” 

he added. “Now we’re trying to connect 

with people in an apartment, so there’s a 

A City of Ithaca vehicle exits the city property where a homeless encampment is located, behind Walmart on South Meadow Street. 
Commonly referred to as Southwest Park, the city has proposed a new policy that will sanction unhoused people camping on the land.

Photo by Jaime Cone Hughes
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Providing Property and Casualty 

Insurance for homes and businesses 

represented by a network of over 

400 independent agents throughout 

New York State.

Local & responsive coverage 
through your trusted 
hometown agents:

Bailey Place Agency
607-319-0094  |  BaileyPlace.com

Robert C. Dempsey Insurance
607-898-5134  |  RCDempsey.com

Haylor, Freyer & Coon
607-257-1003  |  Haylor.com

Larkin Insurance
607-273-4732  |  LarkinInsuranceAgency.com

Maguire Family Insurance
607-261-1301  |  MaguireFamilyInsurance.com

Tompkins Insurance Agencies
888-261-2688  | TompkinsIns.com

True Insurance
607-273-7511  |  TrueInsurance.com

P.W. Wood & Son, The Wood Office
607-266-3303  |  TheWoodOffice.com

Visit: securitymutual.com

Say Hello to three specialized procedure rooms, equipped with negative pressure for 
enhanced safety and cutting-edge technology for complex interventional procedures.

Say Hello to a seamless care experience, featuring dedicated prep and recovery areas.

From prevention to advanced treatment, our expert team is here to 
support your digestive health with the latest advancements in care.

Say Hello to... 

Visit www.Guthrie.org or scan the QR code to schedule an appointment. 

Say Hello to
ADVANCED 

GASTROINTESTINAL 
CARE AT GUTHRIE 

ITHACA CITY HARBOR
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RE

Street 

Beat

Our question, your answers

By Jaime Cone Hughes

What is your favorite local 

restaurant?

Crossroads.

Marge, Lansing

Applebees.

Nancy, Ithaca

Hazlenut Kitchen.

Tony, Enfield

Ithaca Bakery.

Nathan, Groton

Asian Cuisine.

Orryn, Ithaca

Samantha Stevenson, director of  

operations for local nonprofit REACH 

Project Inc., has a public health back-

ground and comes 

from the world of  ra-

diology. “I never felt 

it was the right fit for 

me,” she said of  her 

previous career.

Stevenson moved 

to Ithaca in 2018 

when she accepted 

her role at REACH, 

which believes as 

part of  its mission that all individu-

als deserve respectful, equitable, ac-

cess to compassionate healthcare in 

a setting where they will not be stig-

matized or judged based on drug use, 

homelessness, or any other issue that 

may cause less than adequate care in 

today’s healthcare environment.

“I think as someone who spent a 

lot of  years in administration for tra-

ditional health care settings, I had a 

deep understanding of  the inequities 

of  the barriers in health care and lack 

of  access that a large portion of  our 

population faces that results in them 

getting poor health care or limited ac-

cess to health care, and it’s my life’s 

work to address that,” she said.

Tompkins County Whole Health 

recently announced the launch of  a 

new Community Outreach Worker 

program in partnership with REACH 

and the city of  Ithaca.

Beginning March 27, REACH com-

munity outreach workers will be sta-

tioned in downtown Ithaca, Monday to 

Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., with clin-

ical backup available until 8 p.m. The 

hours and days are subject to change, 

based on community needs.

“There are so many people out 

and about who get the police called 

on them for not fitting into societal 

norms, and a lot of  that is stigma,” Ste-

venson said. “A lot of  our mission is to 

end the stigma around all of  that.”

The funding for the program is 

part of  a continued commitment be-

tween Tompkins County and the city 

of  Ithaca to improve health equity and 

meet the health-related social needs 

of  the community, with a contribution 

of  $65,000 from each entity for a total 

of  $130,000 to fund the pilot program.

“I’m really glad that REACH is the 

partner for this program,” said Domi-

nick Recckio, deputy city manager of  

the city of  Ithaca. “It’s a really natu-

ral fit, and I think that to me that’s the 

most apt piece.”

The program will provide assis-

tance to individuals who are experi-

encing non-imminent mental health 

crises, with no evidence suggesting a 

severe medical condition or an immi-

nent risk of  harm to self  or others.

Outreach workers will respond to 

concerns regarding individuals who 

appear distressed or are seeking sup-

port due to homelessness, substance 

use or co-occurring mental health dis-

orders, and other chronic or immedi-

ate stressors.

Program staff  will provide de-es-

calation and emotional support, food, 

clothing and other basic need items, 

as well as connections to resources 

and services to help resolve chronic 

or immediate health-related social 

needs.

Program staff  will also engage 

with community members in down-

town Ithaca to promote welcoming, in-

clusive, accessible and cohesive public 

environments for all stakeholders.

The community outreach workers 

can be reached by call or text message 

at 607-317-0100, or by email at com-

monsoutreach@reachmed.org. The 

phone is a direct line that can receive 

HIPAA-compliant texts.

The outreach workers are cur-

rently busy making connections with 

people downtown. Letting people 

know that the program is back up and 

running is crucial to its success, said 

Nan Rohrer, chief  executive officer of  

the Downtown Ithaca Alliance, an or-

ganization that also partnered on the 

project.

“The really key piece is with busi-

ness and property owners,” Rohrer 

said, adding that the response from lo-

cal businesses to the program starting 

up again has been very positive.

“They believe very strongly that 

not everything that happens might 

warrant a police response, but instead 

someone with a different set of  skills 

— criminal activity is very different 

from someone experiencing a mental 

health crisis or some of  life’s other 

challenges.”

“We very much recognize that the 

police have a lot on their plates that 

only they can deal with,” she added.

The program is resuming follow-

ing an extensive solicitation process 

for the provision of  mobile supportive 

services that began in February 2024.

REACH Medical, the REACH 

Project’s low-threshold harm reduc-

tion medical practice in Ithaca, was 

awarded the contract to oversee the 

program and will provide community 

outreach and non-life-threatening cri-

sis response within the city of  Ithaca 

for a one-year pilot period. In addition 

to the number above, people can call 

REACH at its main line — 607-273-7000, 

ext. 120 — when they see an individual 

in the downtown area who appears to 

be in need of  assistance.

“Because of  REACH’s long-stand-

ing experience doing this outreach 

work, we have meaningful and suc-

cessful relationships with some of  the 

most vulnerable community members 

in Tompkins, and we take that seri-

ously,” said Stevenson.

REACH has 10 outreach workers 

throughout Tompkins County.

“Our employees at every level of  

care are really dedicated to making 

sure our community members have all 

the resources that they deserve,” Ste-

venson said. “It is an organic expan-

sion of  our services, in some ways.”

“The program is largely a re-

sponse program,” she added, explain-

ing that the two case managers are not 

themselves providing direct care in 

most cases; their job is to link people 

in need to groups that can then pro-

vide the appropriate services. The out-

reach workers are trained in methods 

of  de-escalation and triaging people 

by way of  talking to them in a trau-

ma-informed manner to learn what 

their needs are.

“They can facilitate a very warm 

handoff,” Stevenson said.

Harmony Ayers-Friedlander, dep-

uty commissioner of  mental health, 

said outreach workers’ knowledge of  

area organizations and the services 

they provide is crucial for those suc-

cessful warm handoffs. 

“That’s what we call it in the field 

when you go to a doctor, let’s say, and 

the doctor says, ‘You know, you re-

ally should see a specialist; they’re 

right down the hall. Let me take you 

there, and you can meet the person,’” 

Ayers-Friedlander explained. “And 

then you feel more comfortable, and 

you’re going to go and get services 

with that other person because some-

On a recent afternoon in her office in Ithaca, Samantha Stevenson, director of 
operations for local nonprofit REACH Project Inc., said REACH is proud to be the 
provider for the new Community Outreach Worker Program in downtown Ithaca, which 
launched March 27. 

Photo by Jaime Cone Hughes

REACH Project launches community 
outreach worker program

By Jaime Cone 
Hughes

Managing 
Editor

“There are so many people out 
and about who get the police 

called on them for not fitting into 
societal norms, and a lot of that 

is stigma.” 

Samantha Stevenson, director of 
operations for the REACH Project.

See OUTREACH on pg 15
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By Eddie 
Velazquez

Editor’s note: Tompkins Weekly’s 

interview with Allison and Marvin 

Pritts took place on April 2. The article 

was written on April 

4, four days before the 

town held a public 

hearing on whether 

to accept the Prittses’ 

land donation at 

an April 8 Ulysses 

Town Board Meeting. 

Therefore, the article 

does not account for 

the outcome of  the public hearing and 

other subsequent government actions. 

Please visit tompkinsweekly.com/ul-

ysses-land-park.com for an updated 

version of  this story, including the re-

sults of  the public hearing. 

Allison and Marvin Pritts are 

among the multitude of  Ulysses resi-

dents who want the town to create the 

first local public park in its more than 

231 years of  history. 

So much so that they decided to do-

nate 15.234 acres of  land to make it 

happen. The Prittses bought that par-

cel, which includes parts of  5150 and 

5230 Cold Springs Rd., in 1997, almost 

a decade after moving to Tompkins 

County. Allison, a registered nurse, 

and Marvin, a professor of  horticul-

ture at Cornell University, first ar-

rived in the county in 1988.

“We had a little over an acre of  

land, and the land behind us had been 

for sale for years,” Allison said. “We 

just wanted 16 acres. But she came 

back and said, ‘If  you buy this whole 

40 acres, I’ll give it to you for the same 

price you’re offering for the 16 acres.’ 

Our mouths dropped, and we said, 

‘Okay.’”

The land was at one point a small 

strawberry farm. It also served an-

other farm, where a local farmer 

grew soybeans and corn. That farm-

er, the Prittses said, is ready to re-

tire, which prompted them to look for 

good uses of  their land some years 

back. When the town proposed buy-

ing up land on Krums Corners Road 

for around $210,000 in 2023 to create 

the first park in Ulysses’ history, the 

Prittses got an idea. (That proposal 

ended up failing after voters rejected 

it overwhelmingly.)

“Our kids aren’t coming back to 

farm this land,” Marvin said. “We 

thought, ‘Hey, I think we might have 

a parcel that would be perfect for the 

community to use.’ That’s when we 

approached the supervisor about it. 

She came out with some of  her col-

leagues and looked at it, and they 

said that they thought it would be 

perfect.”

The Prittses hope that a potential 

park can help the town develop its 

sense of  community, as well as foster 

community pride. 

“Both of  us really want it to be a 

place where people can come togeth-

er and enjoy the outdoors — whether 

you are young or old,” Allison said. 

“We want it to be enjoyed by every-

one, regardless of  whatever kind of  

configuration happens with a park … 

whether it is a food forest, or gardens, 

or walking paths, or ball fields. What-

ever the community feels is the big-

gest need. … It is a gift,right?”

Marvin stressed that the Pritts fam-

ily wants the community to decide 

the fate of  the outdoor recreational 

project. 

“The town is going to have a process 

where they engage the community 

and brainstorm, thinking about what 

the residents want,” Marvin said. 

“It’ll take a while to get financing 

for the project. The town has sort of  

committed to not using tax dollars to 

build this, so it’ll be slow. I just real-

ly like the people coming together in 

community and enjoying themselves 

outside. That’s sort of  the bottom line 

for me.”

The land donation has already had 

the weigh-in of  several residents. 

If  public comment submissions are 

any indication, residents’ sentiments 

toward the establishing of  a pub-

lic park with the donated land seem 

overwhelmingly positive. Almost 60 

comments in support of  the measure 

have flooded the town clerk’s and 

supervisor’s inboxes. There are also 

seven comments rejecting the town’s 

plan for a public park.

On potential arguments against 

Ulysses landowners hope to make park 
dreams a reality

Marvin and Allison Pritts at the site of the proposed public park in Ulysses.
Photo provided

“I just really like the people 
coming together in the 

community and enjoying 
themselves outside.”

MARVIN PRITTS

Land Donor, Ulysses

See PARK  on pg 7

The Newfield Central School District 

(CSD) is in the process of  creating a new 

special education program.

Ben Mueller, New-

field CSD’s Section 504 

coordinator, detailed 

plans for the special 

classroom in an inte-

grated setting (SCIS) 

at the March 6 board 

of  education meeting.

The program is 

aimed at preschoolers 

and students just going into kindergar-

ten who are between the ages of  three 

and five, Mueller said.

“Some programs start with 4 to 5 year 

olds, with the largest starting at kinder-

garten,” he added.

Mueller noted that an application for 

the program was submitted to the New 

York State Department of  Education for 

approval.

“There was a bit of  back and forth 

with the application, so that was a learn-

ing curve for what they wanted,” Muel-

ler said.

The application was approved on Aug. 

30. The program allows 12 students in a 

classroom at a time with a teacher and 

two aides. Mueller mentioned that New-

field CSD’s program will have more than 

Racker’s program, which is 10 students 

with a teacher and just one aide.

Mueller said that Newfield’s SCIS 

classes can have 50% of students with 

a disability and an individualized edu-

cation program (IEP). The other half  of  

the class will be students who are devel-

oping typically.

“Students are taught alongside while 

developing with their peers,” Mueller 

said, noting SCIS can’t have more than 

50% of students per designated group.

Although the Newfield CSD program 

was approved before the start of  the 

2024-25 school year, Mueller noted that 

the implementation of  the program will 

begin in the 2025-26 school year.

With Tompkins County funding the 

SCIS program, Mueller said the goal is 

to provide service similar to Racker “as 

best as we can.”

“We just have to work through some 

logistics,” Mueller said.

Before September of  this year rolls 

in, Mueller noted that the program 

could take place at Newfield Elementa-

ry School. Then, he added, the program 

needs to hire a teacher and the aides.

Mueller detailed how the program 

will be sustainable from year to year.

Details provided on Newfield CSD’s 
upcoming integrated special classroom

“There was a bit of back and 
forth with the application, so that 

was a learning curve for what 
they wanted.”

BEN MUELLER

Section 504 Coordinator, Newfield 
Central School District

By Kevin 
L. Smith

See CLASSROOM on pg 8
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Mike Murphy has been serving as 

the village of  Dryden’s mayor for 

close to 10 years. 

Murphy, who de-

feated Republican 

candidate Tom Co-

rey by a 159-to-54 

voting margin in 

last month’s village 

election, is getting 

set to enter his fifth 

term as mayor.

“I’m very 

pleased,” Murphy said. “I really 

like this village, and I’m pleased 

[the residents] reelected me.”

Murphy said this could be his last 

term as mayor, but he is uncertain 

about the final decision.

Aside from his eight years as 

mayor, Murphy served one year 

as a fill-in and was on the village 

board of  trustees for five years.

“I’ll be 82 when I’m done with my 

[fifth] term, so my decision could 

change,” he said. “My family might 

want me to slow down, but we’ll 

see how things go. I’m still in good 

health, but I don’t want to be mayor 

if  I’m not in good health.”

With two more years locked in 

at the helm, Murphy is guiding a 

small and rural Dryden village in a 

new direction.

The village was recently awarded 

a $4.5 million NY Forward grant. 

The program, which is spearhead-

ed by Gov. Kathy Hochul, was cre-

ated “to invigorate and enliven 

downtowns in New York’s smaller 

and rural communities, the type 

of  downtowns found in villages, 

hamlets and other small, neighbor-

hood-scale municipal centers,” ac-

cording to the state’s website.

“We are incredibly excited and 

grateful to announce that the vil-

lage of  Dryden has been awarded 

[grant funding],” Murphy said in 

the past. “This achievement rep-

resents the culmination of  a collab-

orative effort between the village 

board [of  trustees], our dedicated 

staff, the Dryden Business Associ-

ation and passionate community 

members.”

While other parts of  the village 

are in “good shape” — including 

North Street with its pharmacies, 

a grocery store and more — Mur-

phy said Main Street is “showing 

its age.”

Murphy noted that most of  the 

buildings on Main Street are over 

100 years old and haven’t seen much 

of  an upgrade in the past century.

With 12,000 to 13,000 cars going 

through the village on a daily ba-

sis, Murphy wants to improve Main 

Street as much as possible.

Plans for NY Forward-funded 

projects will begin in May, Murphy 

said.

“The impression when you drive 

through the village is night and 

day. The part that sticks out is Main 

Street, so the [NY Forward] grant 

will help to upgrade it,” he added. 

“It won’t just be the exterior, either. 

The buildings will be updated to 

modern technology and style that 

people like. It was so expensive to 

do that people weren’t doing it.”

Murphy and other village offi-

cials are also preparing for Ezra 

Village, a projected 749-unit apart-

ment complex, to soon make its way 

into the Dryden area.

Ithaca-based developer Rocco Lu-

cente has developed the apartment 

complex for the village. The Lu-

cente family has created numerous 

apartment complexes, more recent-

ly the Village Solars apartments in 

Lansing. Developing major projects 

for over 40 years, the Lucente fam-

ily has built the East Gate Apart-

ments, Hanshaw Corners town-

houses, Sanctuary Drive subdivi-

sion, Briarwood I subdivision and 

more.

Ezra Village, which is anticipat-

ed to cost over $70 million, will be 

located at the corner of  Mott Road 

and North Street and span 42 acres. 

The project will be spread out over 

a period of  anywhere from 11 to 15 

years, with about 72 units built in 

each of  the project’s 10 phases.

Named after Ezra Cornell, 

co-founder of  Cornell University, 

the proposed apartment complex 

ties into the university and the 

large number of  village residents 

who work there.

“That will be gradual so it’s not 

destroying the community, but 

these people will add more vitali-

ty and they’ll be more involved in 

things,” Murphy said. “They’re 

picking to live in a rural, small vil-

lage that has community spirit.”

Murphy said Ezra Village is a big 

piece of  what the village is trying to 

accomplish with affordable hous-

ing.

“If  we increase housing options, 

people will come here,” Murphy 

said. “We’re helping with what 

Tompkins County is trying to 

achieve with affordable housing.”

With the Main Street revitaliza-

tion projects and Ezra Village in 

Dryden’s future, Murphy is look-

ing forward to making the village a 

“nicer place to live.”

“The cost of  everything is go-

ing up, so we want to help people 

as much as we can,” Murphy said. 

“It’s uplifting and it will take us to 

the next step. We want Dryden to be 

the place to bring small business-

es or housing to the area because 

there will be a demand.”

Murphy, who has always seen the 

village as a great place to raise a 

family, wants more for the area.

“I want this place to be as good 

or great as it was before,” Murphy 

said. “It’s still very good, but Main 

Street used to be vibrant. I want 

to represent what we are and en-

courage more people to go on Main 

Street.”

Dryden Dispatch appears every 

week in Tompkins Weekly. Send sto-

ry ideas to editorial@vizellamedia.

com.

“If we increase housing options, 
people will come here. We’re 
helping with what Tompkins 

County is trying to achieve with 
affordable housing.”

MIKE MURPHY

Mayor, Village of Dryden

Mike Murphy, who’s been the village of Dryden mayor for the past eight years, is set to 
enter his fifth term at the helm.

Photo by Kevin L. Smith

By Kevin 
L. Smith

Murphy gets set for fifth term as village mayor
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HISTORY OF TOMPKINS COUNTY
Humans have been beekeepers since 
ancient times, and there are many 
thousands of beekeepers active in 
the United States. In the early 20 
th century local farmers often kept 
bees to harvest the honey. This 
early 20 th century image of Porter 
Morton holding a bee swarm was 
taken in Groton by the beekeeper’s 
son, photographer Verne Morton.

In March, the village of  Lansing’s Cli-

mate Smart Communities (CSC) Task 

Force released two new reports related 

to the village’s ongo-

ing efforts to reduce 

waste and seek more 

efficient energy us-

age for its municipal 

buildings. 

The village’s CSC 

Task Force’s two re-

ports were released 

as Lansing looks to at-

tain a bronze-level certification through 

the state’s CSC program. The reports 

give recommendations to residents on 

how to reduce waste, as well as contrib-

ute to the village’s study of  energy con-

sumption at its municipal buildings.

The energy consumption report 

can be found here: https://www.vlan-

sing.org/Reports/Village%20of%20

Lansing%20Building%20Energy%20

Use%20(2019-2024).pdf.

The waste reduction report can be 

found here: 

https://www.vlansing.org/Reports/

Village%20of%20Lansing%20Waste%20

Reduction%20Opportunities.pdf.

“The building energy usage data is 

tracked by the CSC Task Force to allow 

the village government to determine if  

changes to buildings’ envelopes or heat-

ing/cooling systems provide better en-

ergy usage and lower municipal energy 

costs,” Mayor Ronny Hardaway said. 

“For example, the village of  Lansing’s 

Department of  Public Works [DPW] ga-

rage required a new shop-floor heating 

system recently. Tracking energy usage 

following the heater replacement will 

show if  our investment improved heat-

ing efficiency and (hopefully) lowered 

the energy cost.  Decreasing energy us-

age is one of  the village’s CSC-related 

goals.”

Municipal buildings have a lower 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in-

tensity and energy use intensity fig-

ures since 2019, the report shows. The 

village offices building has reduced its 

GHG emissions intensity by almost 24% 

since 2019 and reduced its building en-

ergy use intensity by the same figure 

during the same time frame.

The DPW garage and the old village 

offices building have had a decrease of  

almost 12% in GHG emissions intensi-

ty since 2019. Similarly, their building 

energy use intensity is down by almost 

14%. 

The waste reduction report is infor-

mational for residents and businesses.

“The report shows that the village of  

Lansing staff  and officials believe that 

waste reduction is important to envi-

ronmental impacts and health, and it 

is meant to lead village residents and 

businesses by example,” Hardaway 

said.

Some of  the report’s recommenda-

tions include: 

•  The village hall at 2405 N. Tripham-

mer Rd. in Ithaca has a food scraps 

drop-off  spot run by Tompkins 

County Recycling and Materials 

Management. Residents can bring 

in their food scraps on Saturdays 

from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and the scraps 

will be properly composted. 

•  Finger Lakes ReUse has a group 

called the Fixers Collective, which 

offers free repair of  household items 

like electronics, furniture, small ap-

pliances and more. The Fixers Col-

lective is open every Saturday from 

3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the ReUse Mega-

center at Triphammer Marketplace.

“Two of  our CSC goals — use cli-

mate-smart materials management 

and inform and inspire the public — are 

supported by this report,” Hardaway 

said.

The state’s CSC program began in 

2009 as an interagency initiative of  New 

York state, jointly sponsored by the fol-

lowing agencies: 

•  The State Department of  Environ-

mental Conservation (DEC), which 

administers the program

•  Energy Research and Development 

Authority (NYSERDA)

•  Department of  Public Service (DPS)

•  Department of  State (DOS)

•  Department of  Transportation 

(DOT)

•  Department of  Health (DOH)

Division of  Homes and Community 

Renewal (HCR)

Power Authority (NYPA)

The statewide program supports 

local efforts to meet the economic, so-

cial and environmental challenges of  

climate change. Through the program, 

municipalities can access leadership 

recognition, grants and free technical 

assistance. 

These localities participate by sign-

ing a voluntary pledge and using the 

CSC framework to guide

progress toward creating attractive, 

healthy and equitable places to live, 

work and play. 

The program goals include the re-

duction of  greenhouse gas emissions, 

supporting an economy built on green 

innovation, increasing energy security 

and reliability, improving public health 

and safety, building resilience to resist 

the impacts of  climate change and sav-

ing taxpayer dollars.

Municipalities in the program re-

ceive free technical assistance from 

regional CSC coordinators to aid with 

clean energy and climate initiatives. 

They can also enter a network of  state 

grant and rebate opportunities, such 

as the municipal zero-emission vehi-

cle program, which reduces the cost of  

electric vehicles and charging stations. 

Other grants can go toward funding cli-

mate change mitigation and adaptation 

projects.

To become certified, communities 

must adopt resolutions and take a CSC 

pledge. To further advance in the pro-

gram and unlock more opportunities to 

reach their climate change goals, local-

ities complete actions recommended by 

the state. These actions can determine 

whether a locality is in the “bronze” or 

“silver” tier, which showcases a munic-

ipality’s progress toward its goals. 

The state has 437 registered CSC 

localities. There are 12 in Tompkins 

Village of Lansing climate task force releases 
waste reduction and energy efficiency reports

 “The report shows that the 
village of Lansing staff and 
officials believe that waste 
reduction is important to 

environmental impacts and 
health, and it is meant to 
lead village residents and 
businesses by example.”

RONNY HARDAWAY

Mayor, Village of Lansing

Photo provided

Lansing Village’s office building has reduced its GHG emissions intensity by almost 
24% since 2019 and reduced its building energy use intensity by the same figure 
during the same time frame.

See CLIMATE  on pg 10

By Eddie 
Velazquez
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Services, J.R. Clairborne, each spoke, 

after which Heine recognized Gag-

nier, retired U.S. Navy Commander 

Wade Landis and retired U.S. Navy 

Chief  Petty Officer Thane Benson, 

commander and immediate past com-

mander, respectively, of  the Veterans 

of  Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 7127, 

Moravia.

Guest speaker Gary Watrous, 2nd 

lieutenant and paratrooper for the 

101st Airborne Division of  the U.S. 

Army, served a tour of  duty in Viet-

nam as a platoon leader and was 

wounded there. He knew Graves 

when they grew up in Groton and 

gave a heartfelt and moving tribute 

to him.

Landis and Benson then conducted 

the laying of  a wreath at the Graves 

memorial. An honor guard was pres-

ent throughout, and a 21-gun salute 

was given.

Prior to the conclusion of  the cer-

emony, Koekebacker received a sur-

prise presentation by Landis. Koeke-

backer served as a Spec 5 in the 173rd 

Airborne Brigade in Vietnam and 

was awarded a Bronze Star for valor. 

To his dismay, at some point, he lost 

the V-device from his bars. Landis 

presented him with a new one, which 

was a touching conclusion to that 

part of  the day.

All then proceeded to the Le-

gion post, where many more visited 

throughout the day. A special display 

outlining the history of  the war and 

personal memorabilia provided by 

veterans and their families were a 

source of  education for many and a 

remembrance for others.

“It’s a big part of  your life and with 

you for years,” Koekebacker said. “I 

have camaraderie with guys I served 

with and get together with once 

a year. Today is unique, but I feel 

comfortable with all these guys who 

came.”

“It was an honor to participate and 

help set this up,” Youngs added. “I’m 

glad a lot of  the community and vet-

erans came out to enjoy it.”

Randolph said it was “a completion 

of  a lot of  planning. It’s a fulfillment 

of  what the day is about and showing 

the public what the war was about, 

but also to welcome our veterans 

here who never got a welcome home.”

Legion member Gary Pataki served 

in the infantry as a lance corporal in 

the U.S. Marine Corps in the Second 

Battalion 4th Marine Division and 

served in Vietnam.

“Today means a lot to me,” Pataki 

said. “It’s nice that we all come to-

gether to appreciate this, and nice 

to see the guys from other Legions 

again. It’s fading as the years go by, 

and I don’t think people will see any-

thing like this after I’m gone. This Le-

gion is phenomenal. The people who 

work here do more than they’re ap-

preciated for.”

Also present among those who 

came were 16 of  the 96-member Viet-

nam Veterans of  America Chapter 

377 of  Dryden. Among them were Ron 

Dexter, an E4 Marine corporal; Gary 

Napieracz, the Chapter 377 president 

and Army Specialist E5; Dale Van-

Benschoten, Army Specialist E1 and 

Groton High School 1965 alumnus; 

and Jim and Patti Jones. Jim was a 

Seabee in the Navy, and Patti is a life-

time member of  the Associates of  the 

Vietnam Veterans of  America. The 

Joneses are volunteer caretakers of  

the New York State Veterans Ceme-

tery of  the Finger Lakes (formerly 

Sampson Veterans Memorial Ceme-

tery) in Romulus and proudly stated 

that it was the first veterans memori-

al cemetery in the state of  New York.

Dexter said, “We went through a lot 

when we got home. This was wonder-

ful.” Napieracz said, “It touched my 

heart.”

“This was a very special day, and it 

means a lot to me and the rest of  the 

country,”  VanBenschoten said. “We 

did what we were supposed to do over 

there, and I’m proud of  it!”

“Today was an opportunity to recog-

nize the sacrifices of  the Vietnam-era 

veterans and appreciate their con-

tributions to the effort,” Heine said. 

“They suffered a long time with a lack 

of  proper recognition and respect for 

those sacrifices.”

Groton on the Inside appears every 

week in Tompkins Weekly. Submit sto-

ry ideas to editorial@vizellamedia.

com or text or call Linda at 607-227-

4922. 

 

In brief:

GPL Book Club

The GPL Book Club will meet at 7 

p.m. Thursday, April 17 at the Groton 

Public Library. April’s book is “The 

Book of  Lost Names” by Kristin Har-

mel. For more information call 607-

898-5055 or email director@groton-

publiclibrary.org.

 

Marbleized egg class

Learn to create beautiful dyed eggs, 

perfect for Easter, at The Good Neigh-

bor Grocery, 209 Peru Rd. Sunday 

April 13, from 4 to 5 p.m. Learn about 

color mixing and how oil and water 

interact. Each child will leave with a 

half-dozen beautiful hard-boiled eggs. 

The cost is $35 per child. Register at 

thegoodneighborgrocery.com/order, 

in store or on the Local by Toast app.

Free lifeguarding course and more

Groton Recreation is offering a 

free lifeguarding course to all Groton 

students. Classes will be held May 9 

through 11. Email recreation@gro-

tonny.org to sign up or for more infor-

mation. Also, Groton Rec’s summer 

programming registration is now 

open at grotonnyrecreation.com.

As part of the Groton American Legion Carrington-Fuller Post 800’s recognition of 
National Vietnam War Veterans Day on March 29, retired US Navy Commander Wade 
Landis (left) and retired US Navy Chief Petty Officer Thane Benson, commander and 
immediate past commander, respectively, for the VFW (Veterans of Foreign Wars) 
Post 7127, Moravia, had just completed the wreath-laying ceremony at the memorial of 
Terrence Graves, honoring his service to his country. Graves was a U.S. Marine Corps 
Medal of Honor recipient who lived in Groton and died serving his country in Vietnam 
in February 1968.

Photo by Linda Competillo 

“It’s a fulfillment of what the 
day is about and showing 

the public what the war was 
about, but also to welcome our 
veterans here who never got a 

welcome home.”

KEITH RANDOLPH

Chaplain and finance officer, Groton 
American Legion Carrington-Fuller 
Post 800

VIETNAM 

Continued from pg 1

the park, Allison said that there are 

already other recreational features 

in the town that show a public park 

would be a desired amenity. 

“We had the Black Diamond Trail 

go through here several years ago, 

and the people that lived along the 

Black Diamond Trail raised the exact 

same issues,” she said, noting that 

naysayers pointed to overwhelming 

refuse, foot traffic and a loss of  priva-

cy as potential negatives of  the trail. 

“All those concerns never came to 

fruition. The Black Diamond trail is 

heavily used. I’ve not heard of  any 

neighbor issues. And in fact, studies 

show that when you have a trail next 

to your property like that, you end up 

being the biggest user of  the trail. So, 

I think the same thing is true here.”

Ulysses Connection appears every 

week in Tompkins Weekly. Send story 

ideas to editorial@vizellamedia.com. 

Contact Eddie Velazquez at edvel37@

gmail.com or on X (formerly Twitter) 

@ezvelazquez.

In brief:

The town of  Ulysses Bee Committee 

has the following recommendations 

for local residents who want to help 

the area’s native bees:

“Stem-nesting bee larvae in the 

hollow stems of  perennials will feed 

on the pollen left by their mothers 

when the time is right. Ulysses Bee 

Committee wishes to share a few best 

practices for a bee and pollinator 

friendly spring.

“1. Cut back dead flower stalks leav-

ing stem stubble of  varying heights, 

8-24 inches. The pithy, hollow stems 

of  raspberry are a favorite! Female 

bees will start a new nest in the cut or 

naturally occurring open stems.

“2. Wait to rake leaves until the tem-

peratures are consistently warmer. 

If  you do rake and clean up in some 

areas, stack plant debris in a corner 

instead of  immediately discarding it. 

This allows any hidden pollinators a 

chance to emerge.

“3. Leave some areas undisturbed 

to provide ongoing habitat. Stacks 

of  old wood and patches of  bare or 

lightly covered dirt are essential for 

ground and cavity nesting solitary 

bees. Ground bees can find their way 

out through light leaf  coverings but 

have a tougher time with heavier 

wood chips. https://beecityusa.org”

PARK 

Continued from pg 4

GROTON NEWS

SPONSORED BY:
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MORE CARS!  LOWER PRICES!

SCAN WITH MOBILE DEVICE 

TO FIND YOUR NEW CAR!

“Fluctuations of  student populations 

change, especially for a small and rural 

district,” Mueller said. “We see that in 

our grade levels where some grade lev-

els are in their upper 30s, while others 

are 60-70 students.”

Depending on how many classes are 

created for SCIS, Mueller said that New-

field CSD could look into being a provid-

er for neighboring counties.

“That might be something we look 

into at a later time, but that’s definitely 

an area that will help provide some sus-

tainability from year to year,” Mueller 

said.

Mueller mentioned that Newfield CSD 

is looking to reopen its special education 

program for kindergarten through sec-

ond grade. Details on that move have yet 

to be determined.

Newfield Notes appears every week in 

Tompkins Weekly. Send story ideas to ed-

itorial@vizellamedia.com.

In brief:

Newfield CSD superintendent an-

nounces changes to playground us-

age

Eric Hartz, the Newfield CSD super-

intendent, announced changes to play-

ground usage on the school grounds.

“It is that time of year again when the 

weather breaks and getting outside is 

important and needed. The wooden play-

ground between the entrance and exit of  

the school will be open to the public after 

the elementary school buses leave at 2:20 

p.m. This is the only school area open to 

the public at that time. The middle and 

high schools are still in session, and the 

after school program uses other areas of  

the district. The middle and high schools 

dismiss at 3:19 p.m., and buses leave by 

3:25 p.m.”

Hartz also reminds everyone that 

none of  the areas are open during the 

regular school day from 7:40 a.m. to 2:20 

p.m.

“Thank you for your understanding 

about the safety of  our students,” Hartz 

said.

For more information or questions, 

email Hartz at ehartz@newfieldschools.

org.

Newfield CSD seeks board of educa-

tion candidates

The Newfield Central School District 

is looking for candidates to run in this 

year’s board of  education election on 

May 20.

Three seats are up for election. Incum-

bents Diana Griffin and Christina Ward 

will run for re-election. Current board 

member Michael Jordan will not be run-

ning.

Petitions are available at the district 

office and must be submitted by 5 p.m. 

April 21. 

For more information or questions, 

contact district clerk Perry Gorgen at 

pgorgen@newfieldschools.org or call 

607-564-9955 ext. 4121.

Library to host astronomy program

The Newfield Public Library, located 

at 198 Main St., will host an astronomy 

program on Friday, April 18 at 5:30 p.m.

The Spacecraft Planetary Imaging 

Facility will present information about 

comets, asteroids and meteorites; a com-

et-making demo; and an opportunity to 

touch and feel some meteorites.

Event information provided details 

on meteorite exhibits: “Even the small-

est objects in the solar system hold vast 

treasures of  knowledge. They are both 

fascinating, beautiful, and a small but 

real threat to us. Past spacecraft mis-

sions have revealed just a few of these 

tiny worlds up close, while current and 

planned missions are ushering in a new 

era of  study by returning pristine sam-

ples to Earth for generations of  scien-

tists to examine.”

For more information, go to  

newfieldpubliclibrary.org, email  

newfieldlibrary@gmail.com or call 607-

564-3594.

CLASSROOM 

Continued from pg 4

Newfield Central School District is creating a new special education program aimed at 
preschoolers and students just going into kindergarten who are between the ages of 
three and five.

Photo provided

Master Composter Vanessa Ker (left) and Master Composter Program Coordinator 
Adam Michaelides (right).

Photo by Judy Ward

Signs of Sustainability 

By Joey Diana Gates

Spring has come again, and its zigzag-

ging weather has me closing windows and 

thermal shades as the heat pump restarts 

while I write. Baby plants are emerging, 

local farmers markets are opening for 

the season, and calendars are filling with 

opportunities to learn about our shared 

home. Earth Day, or as locally observed, 

Earth Month, has also come again. Some 

observe Earth Day as a reminder of  the 

work to be done, but I like to take time to 

highlight the work being done to reverse 

the tides of  environmental destruction. 

The National Earth Day Network’s theme 

this year is Our Planet, Our Power, and 

one shining local example of  our power is 

the Ithaca Farmers Market (IFM.) Found-

ed as an antidote to the industrial food sys-

tem, sustainability is built into its DNA, a 

core principle that carries on today partic-

ularly as seen in the Zero Waste Project.

Founded in 1973, the IFM restricts mem-

bers to those growing and producing with-

in 30 miles of  the pavilion, lowering the 

mileage traveled from field to table for the 

commodities offered. Built on a reclaimed 

debris site in 1988, the pavilion is acces-

sible by bus and the Cayuga Waterfront 

Trail. Fast forward to 2022, with help from 

the Friends of  the Ithaca Farmers Mar-

ket, IFM was awarded a Park Foundation 

grant to pursue a zero-waste strategy and 

lower the amount of  garbage created at 

the 3rd Street Pavilion weekend Market. 

Spearheaded by founding coordinator, 

Judy Ward, the program has been a re-

sounding success. Starting with a waste 

assessment, strengthening the recycling 

program and reinstituting compost col-

lection with support from CCETC Master 

Compost Education Program[2] , Judy 

then moved on to their reusable dish pro-

gram with support from Dish Truck. Us-

ing data collection techniques inspired by 

the Master Composters program, she and 

her team have tallied more than 170,000 

single use dishes[3] [4]  kept out of  the 

landfill since August of  2022. On a typi-

cal day, the ZWP saves 34 gallons of  food 

scraps from the landfill where they emit 

methane - a climate change super acceler-

ator.

In 2023 the crew collected 101 bags of  re-

cyclables, however in 2024 the amount de-

creased by approximately 60% of the vol-

ume in previous years. As Judy reports, 

“As we had shifted our focus to reusable 

dishes, we saw a significant decrease, not 

just in garbage created, but also in the 

number of  recyclables needed by ven-

dors[5] .” Recirculating or reusing food 

service ware provides a better alternative 

to recycling, which still involves process-

ing, refining and manufacturing, pack-

aging and shipping of  finished products.

[6]  Now in its 4th Park Foundation grant 

funded year[7] , the Zero Waste Project 

processes have become part of  the rhythm 

of the market days as vendors enthusias-

tically continue to participate, even as the 

Pavilion itself  undergoes upgrades.

While an Earth Day celebration had 

been planned to be held at the pavilion, 

coordinators decided to combine efforts 

with the New Roots Charter School’s 

Climate Fair 2025! on April 26th, from 

11am-3pm. Coordinated by Katie Church, 

(kchurch@newrootsschool.org) they are 

hosting a block party and fair on the 100 

block of  N. Cayuga St., celebrating com-

munity climate action and environmental 

initiatives. This will be a space to connect 

with local efforts, share ideas, build rela-

tionships, and act! Community members 

of  all ages are invited to learn about local 

climate resilience efforts, do hands-on ac-

tivities and it’s an opportunity for local 

groups to showcase their work, as well as 

highlight New Roots student projects and 

initiatives.  

Joey Diana Gates is the Founder, Head 

Dishwasher of  Dish Truck & Regeneration 

& Elements in Design, whose mission is 

Bringing Sustainability to the Party. Signs 

of  Sustainability is organized by Sustain-

able Finger Lakes.

Earth Day 2025 – Our (Local) Power, 
Our (Global) Planet
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As the Section IV baseball season 

gets underway, many teams will 

throw their hats into the ring to vie 

for a sectional title. 

Trumansburg came 

so close to coming 

out on top last year, 

and it’s safe to say 

they’re motivated 

more than ever to 

prevail this time 

around.

 The Blue 

Raiders are coming off  another 

strong season, going 14-5-1 and mak-

ing it all the way to the Section IV 

Class C championship. But they had 

the misfortune of  facing Unatego/

Franklin’s Braeden Johnson on the 

mound. Now pitching at Cornell, 

Johnson threw a no-hitter in the 

Spartan-Devils’ 4-0 victory. Head 

coach Scott Voorhees knows that 

defeat lit a fire under their many re-

turning players.

“That certainly is something that 

we’ve talked about,” Voorhees said. 

“That does leave a bad taste in your 

mouth when you finish off  the year 

the way we did… I’ve got six guys re-

turning from the starting lineup from 

that game, and to a man, they’re ea-

ger to change the last baseball mem-

ory they had for high school ball and 

get going again.”

Throughout the offseason and 

preseason, the Blue Raiders haven’t 

solely focused on one area to im-

prove on. They’ve spread out their 

work among the three key aspects of  

the game.

“Last year, we made an effort to try 

to become a better defensive team, 

and I think that that mindset is still 

there this year,” Voorhees said. “The 

kids love getting in the cages and get-

ting their swings in, so that certainly 

is a big part of  it. And we pride our-

selves on traditionally being pretty 

good on the mound.”

Pitching-wise, while Trumansburg 

graduated its ace Garret Potter, they 

still have plenty of  powerful arms in 

the rotation. Nik Nelson is primed 

to take the mantle as the go-to start-

er. The senior—and St. John Fish-

er commit—posted a team-best 1.07 

ERA last year. He also excelled at the 

plate, finishing second on the team 

in batting average (.429), on-base 

percentage (.538), runs (25), and hits 

(27). His veteran presence will go a 

long way

“We look to Nik for a lot,” Voorhees 

said. “He’s been a leader year-round 

here in sports for football and bas-

ketball. He had a great senior year 

for both those sports and is looking 

to continue his senior year with us in 

the spring. This is his fourth year of  

varsity, and so you have a lot of  guys 

that will look and take his leader-

ship, and say, ‘Show us the right way 

to do it.’ And he certainly does lead.”

SPORTS
KEY MATCHUPS: 4/11 Baseball: Trumansburg @ Lansing

• 4/11 Baseball: Newfield vs. Newark Valley  • 4/15 Boys Lacrosse: Ithaca @ Corning

By Ryan Gineo 
ESPN ITHACA

See LACROSSE on pg 10

See BASEBALL  on pg 10

Trumansburg baseball aims for another 

deep postseason run

“Last year, we made an effort 
to try to become a better 

defensive team, and I think 
that that mindset is still there 

this year.”

SCOTT VOORHEES

Head Coach, Trumansburg Baseball

By Ryan Genio

ESPN ITHACA

Last season was nothing short of  re-

markable for the Dryden boys lacrosse 

team. The Lions qualified for section-

als for just the second time in program 

history and the first time since 2017. 

For this year and the years to come, 

the aim is to make these postseason 

trips a regular occurrence.

What made last season’s achieve-

ments even more astounding is that 

they did so under a new head coach. 

Colton Oliver took over the program 

and guided the team to a 8-9 record and 

that elusive postseason berth. Now in 

his second year, Oliver looked back on 

what made 2024 so special and what 

they can carry over to 2025.

“I think that that group last year 

with Brendan Williams, Aidan Da-

vis and Luke Eshelman, they really 

bought into getting one percent better 

every day,” Oliver said. “They brought 

it in practice. They brought it in the 

games, and you could see it with the re-

sults… It’s just getting them to do the 

little things right. I preach that. I know 

a lot of  coaches preach it, but it was 

something that has stuck with me for 

a really long time athletically and just 

in life is to take care of  the little things 

and the rest will take care of  itself.”

What will no doubt aid in their quest 

to make sectionals once again is that 

they return almost everybody from 

last year’s roster. That heightened 

level of  experience will certainly go a 

long way in an enduring and grueling 

campaign.

“It’s very important having that core 

group,” Oliver said. “This senior-lad-

en team is very experienced. They’ve 

been playing together since the third 

or fourth grade, so they played a lot 

of  lacrosse together. They know each 

other very well, and that experience is 

definitely going to help with Luke and 

Aiden and Hunter Covington. When 

you have guys like that who are also 

three-sport athletes, it’s huge because 

they understand what it takes to win. 

They understand the grind that a high 

school season consists of… It’s just re-

ally awesome to have a senior-heavy 

team and guys that I know I can trust 

out on the field as well as trusting each 

other when the game starts. It’s a lot 

of  fun to watch, but it’s also even more 

fun to coach them.”

The Lions lose just two players from 

last year, but one of  them is signifi-

cant. Leading goalscorer Brendan Wil-

liams transferred to a prep school in 

Connecticut for his senior season, but 

Dryden boys lacrosse looks to build off 
historic 2024 season

Photo by Jim Organ

Trumansburg’s Nik Nelson is one of six returners to the starting lineup for the baseball 
team. The senior and St. John Fisher commit is a reigning IAC All-Star and helped the 
Blue Raiders make the Section IV Class C final last year.
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Another senior leader for the Blue 

Raiders is Owen Fulton. Like Nel-

son, Fulton was named an IAC All-

Star last year and has occupied an 

important spot in the lineup as the 

cleanup hitter, and for good reason. 

He tallied a team-high 22 RBIs last 

year while being third on the team in 

hits and runs.

“He brings a good head for base-

ball,” Voorhees said. “He’s been 

brought up around it and knows 

what to do on the field… He’s going 

to see time this year probably in 

center field. He’s going to see time 

in right field, maybe even about to 

get on the mound for a little bit, too. 

I hope his bat settles right in there 

again at the four spot and drives in 

the guys ahead of  them. He’s great to 

have on a team. He has a great per-

sonality. When he’s there he gives 

me everything he’s got, which I real-

ly appreciate.”

Trumansburg’s other returning 

IAC All-Stars are the inseparable 

duo of  Ozzy Vogel-Moore and Wil-

loughby Puryear. Vogel-Moore will 

be starting behind the plate for the 

third straight year as only a soph-

omore, while Puryear is locking 

things down at first base as a junior.

“Every single day, it seems like 

they’re in the weight room during 

the offseason, trying to get stronger, 

trying to hone their skills,” Voor-

hees said. “They have certainly put 

in the work and led by example and 

taken leadership that way. You don’t 

always expect the non-seniors to be 

the real strong leaders, but they cer-

tainly bring it every single day.”

The Blue Raiders lost three start-

ers from last year to graduation: 

Potter, centerfielder and leading 

base-stealer Chandler Wright, and 

third baseman Miles Naylor. A trio 

of  junior varsity call-ups are expect-

ed to fill in those holes and make a 

big impact. Anthony Muro will like-

ly be at third base, Connor Sherwood 

will operate around the infield, and 

Chris Clarke-Cabezas will also be 

part of  the lineup.

Before the Blue Raiders can focus 

on sectionals, they’ll aim to take 

back the IAC North Large division 

crown from rivals Lansing. Whatev-

er happens this season, there’s sure 

to be some entertaining baseball in 

Trumansburg yet again.

“Going as far as we did last year 

was certainly attributed to how tal-

ented we were, but it was also a cer-

tain degree of  opportunity, prepara-

tion, and luck along the way where 

you’re saying it takes being prepared 

so that when you have the opportu-

nity, we can execute. One of  our fo-

cuses is being prepared so that when 

we have the opportunity, we need to 

cash in on it.”

Dryden won’t have many issues in the 

scoring department with Luke Eshel-

man leading the attack. The senior net-

ted 49 goals last year and has shown no 

signs of  slowing down so far this year 

with a team-high 10 goals through the 

first three games.

“Ever since I started, Luke and I 

have had kind of  a pretty strong con-

nection,” Oliver said. “He’s just what I 

call a grinder. He’s going to work his 

tail off  every day in practice, every 

day in the game… He knows what’s ex-

pected of  him. He knows that he’s the 

leader on offense. He’s one of  the cap-

tains as well. Luke is just an all-around 

great kid, great person, someone that 

you definitely want to have on your 

team, but someone who you want to be 

around off  the field, as well.”

On the opposite end of  the field, 

Hunter Covington has been a stalwart 

in goal. Like Eshelman, Covington 

was named a Section IV All-Star last 

year and will look to close out his high 

school career on a high note.

“He’s very physical,” Oliver said. 

“He’s in command of  that defense, 

which is always fun to watch. He’s been 

seeing the ball very well. He’s just sol-

id in the cage. For goalies, that’s all you 

can ask for is having somebody that’s 

solid in between the pipes that you can 

trust.”

Covington is aided by a trio of  stand-

out all-star defenders: senior Aidan 

Davis, junior Jay Miles, and sopho-

more Oscar Brotherton. 

“The biggest thing that I’ve taken 

away so far from this season as well as 

last season is that they take so much 

pride in everything they do when it 

comes to lacrosse,” Oliver said. “They 

take pride in their footwork. They take 

pride in their stick skills. They take 

pride in their checks. Everything they 

do on the defensive side of  the ball is 

done with a purpose, but they also take 

an immense amount of  pride in playing 

defense, and not allowing those shots 

to get in on Hunter. They’re probably 

the most solid three defenders that I’ve 

ever coached.”

The final returning Section IV All-

Star is Graydon Haines. As only a 

freshman last year, Haines was the 

main faceoff  player, winning more 

than half  of  his draws.

“Gray is another person that takes 

a lot of  pride in what he does,” Oliver 

said. “He’s always thinking, always try-

ing to learn new things when it comes 

to the faceoff  X. Having a great faceoff  

guy to give you those extra possessions 

is always huge.”

With so many returning pieces and 

so much experience on hand, the Lions 

have a strong case to not only make the 

postseason once again but also poten-

tially make a deep run in the Class D 

tournament.

Photo by John Brehm

Dryden’s Luke Eshelman will be the go-to scorer for the boys lacrosse team this year. 
The senior netted 49 goals last season and helped the Lions qualify for the postseason 
for the first time since 2017.

LACROSSE 

Continued from pg 9

“This senior-laden team is very 
experienced. They’ve been 

playing together since the third 
or fourth grade, so they played 

a lot of lacrosse together.”

COLTON OLIVER

 Head Coach, Dryden Boys Lacrosse

BASEBALL 

Continued from pg 9

CLIMATE 
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County, including the villages of  Ca-

yuga Heights, Dryden, Lansing and 

Trumansburg. The towns of  Lansing, 

Enfield and Danby are also part of  the 

county’s CSC delegation.

In the county, the towns of  Dryden, 

Caroline, Ulysses and Ithaca, as well 

as the city of  Ithaca,  are registered 

as bronze-level communities, some-

thing that Hardaway said the village is 

working toward. The road to becoming 

certified requires around 120 points de-

rived from certification actions. Said 

actions include building a CSC task 

force, which the village of  Lansing has 

already fulfilled. 

“In November, 2019 the village chose 

to pursue the CSC incentives and desig-

nations because the New York state pro-

gram provided a wealth of  defined ac-

tions that would allow our municipality 

to prepare for and mitigate future cli-

mate-related impacts to our residents, 

businesses and municipal buildings 

and properties,” Hardaway said. “We 

took advantage of  the program’s exten-

sive list of  possible actions to improve 

our village municipal campus, green 

spaces, walkways and parks.”

Lansing at Large appears every week 

in Tompkins Weekly. Send story ideas 

to editorial@vizellamedia.com. Con-

tact Eddie Velazquez at edvel37@gmail.

com or on X (formerly Twitter): @ez-

velazquez.

In brief:

The Lansing Community Library is 

looking for donations to its prom closet. 

They are currently accepting donations 

of  formal wear, including dresses, dress 

shirts, suits, shoes, belts, purses and 

jewelry.

Gently worn or new formal attire and 

accessories can be dropped off  at the 

library’s circulation desk during open 

hours.

The closet, located in the teen room 

on the lower level of  the library, is open 

to all students from the Lansing Central 

School District. Interested parties can 

freely browse the dresses, try them on 

in the library restrooms or take a few 

home to see what fits best, according to 

a post on the library’s website.

“If  you’re attending prom, we hope 

you’ll stop by and check out what’s 

available,” the post reads. “You can en-

ter through the downstairs entrance, 

explore the selection, pick what you 

like, and head out—no need to stop at 

the desk!”
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Community Events

WEDNESDAY 4/9

Waterway of Change: Women and The Erie 

Canal

April 9 @ 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Free

Join us at the Newfield Public Library for a 

timely educational talk to learn about Women’s 

History during the Erie Canal’s 200th year 

of operation! This presentation, by Elizabeth 

Farrell, the Assistant Director of Education at 

the Erie Canal Museum, will cover how the fight 

for women’s rights grew out of the changes 

brought about by the Erie Canal and the 

movement’s dependence on networks that the 

Canal facilitated.

Newfield Public Library 198 Main St

Newfield, NY, 14867 Phone (607) 564-3594

THURSDAY 4/10

CU Music: Midday Music in Lincoln, “Un 

Amour Glacé”

April 10 @ 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm Free

Midday Music in Lincoln: “Un Amour Glacé: 

Meditations on Love, Sadness, & Nature 

in Francophone Salons.” Inspired by both 

seasonal and cosmic ennui, baritone Jean 

Bernard Cerin and pianist Sezi Seskir explore 

how French, Canadian, and Haitian composers 

have explored melancholy and escapism in the 

mélodie and piano music.

Lincoln Hall 256 Feeney Wy Ithaca, 14853

Healthier Eating Support Community

April 10 @ 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm Free

Join our community as we offer each other 

support in meating our dietary goals for greater 

health. Free for all, compassion for all. Cornell 

Cooperative Extension, 615 Willow Ave., Ithaca. 

cl2742@cornell.edu.

Cornell Cooperative Extension Tompkins 

County 615 Willow Ave Ithaca, 14850

CU Music: Maria Bulla presents “hands, 

imagine, come in!”

April 10 @ 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm Free

Maria Bulla presents “hands, imagine, come 

in!” This is a celebration, a space devoted to 

one hundred everyday things that should be 

celebrated. Come to Anabel Taylor Chapel 

and take a moment to stop, listen to ambient 

music, read a book, and think about the many 

opportunities that we have every day to 

celebrate life. This is an homage to the lives of 

Corita Kent and Daniel Berrigan. They gave us 

their joy, and we will celebrate it.

Anabel Taylor Chapel 548 College Ave Ithaca, 

14850

FRIDAY 4/11

Mary Gilliland booksigning and Poetry 

reading

April 11 @ 5:00 pm - 6:30 pm Free

Inlet Valley Arts is so pleased to be welcoming 

Mary Gilliland for a reading of original work 

Friday April 11th from 5pm-6:30pm in our 

Grayhaven guest lounge.

In the Pool of the Sea’s Shoulder is a long-

form poem inspired by a 19th c. statue 

created in Fukushima and by an activist whose 

employment with New Mexico’s Education 

Department made sure that no child was left 

behind during the 2nd Bush presidency, and 

whose volunteering with the Coalition for 

Equality was instrumental in getting passed 

the state’s pioneering human rights protection 

legislated in 2003.

This event is funded in part by Poets & Writers 

with public funds from the New York State 

Council on the Arts with the support of the 

Office of the Governor and the New York State 

Legislature.

Grayhaven Motel 657 Elmira Rd (Rt 13 S) Ithaca, 

14850

CU Music: Glee Club and Chorus Return 

from Tour Concert

April 11 @ 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm Free

Join the Cornell Chorus and Glee Club for the 

valedictory concert on their European Tour, 

performed after returning to Ithaca. This 

program is the apex of the choirs’ work this year, 

and includes four centuries of repertoire from 

around the world. The choirs will perform works 

by Piotr Ilych Tchaikovsky, Heinrich Schütz, 

Alice Parker, Vittoria Alleoti, Caroline Shaw, 

Modesta Bor, Hyo-won Woo, Cedric Dent, and 

Edward Bairstow. The concert’s centerpiece 

is Frank Martin’s devastating, glorious, and 

highly intricate Mass for Double Choir, a piece 

the composer hid for four decades as he 

considered it to be a devotion too powerful and 

personal to share with the public. Admission 

is free and open to the public on a first-come, 

first-served basis.

Sage Chapel 147 Ho Plaza Ithaca, 14853

SATURDAY 4/12

Egg Scramble

April 12 @ 10:00 am - 12:00 pm Free

A fun family Saturday morning event including 

an egg hunt, Easter story-trail, facepainting, 

animals, crafts, goodies and much more.

Bethel Grove Bible Church 1763 Slaterville Road

Ithaca, 14850

Jimindorothy Concert

April 12 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm Free

Jimindorothy will perform a concert that 

showcases the full range of her musical identity 

with a dynamic performance that includes 

selections from her new quintet album, 

introspective solo piano works, and a special 

collaboration with the Ithacasori Big Band, 

who will perform arrangements of songs by 

Annoying Box, a genre-defying project led by 

YouTuber Charming Jo, in which she plays a 

key creative role. Ford Hall, Ithaca College 953 

Danby Road Ithaca, 13431

Yamatai PULSE

April 12 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

PULSE is Yamatai’s dynamic annual concert, 

where we showcase to the Ithaca community 

all the hard work we put in throughout the year. 

This is where the long nights, blistered hands, 

love, passion, and artistic vision all come 

together into a cohesive, two hour concert 

for everyone to enjoy. You can see us perform 

at local events all year, but PULSE is the only 

place where you’ll be fully immersed in the 

world of taiko drumming. Bailey Hall at Cornell 

University 230 Garden Ave Ithaca, 14853

SUNDAY 4/13

Celebrate Earth Day Every Day with a Litter 

Pick-up on Sunday, April 13th!

Sunday, April 13th from 10 AM - 12 PM

While the world celebrates Earth Day on April 

22nd, at Finger Lakes ReUse, we believe Every 

Day is Earth Day! All that we do is possible thanks 

to the generous support of our community. On 

Sunday, April 13th from 10 AM - 12 PM, we invite 

you to join us in a hands-on effort to clean up 

around our two ReUse Centers and surrounding 

areas:

Ithaca ReUse Center/Baker Park/Ithaca 

Shopping Center (214 Elmira Road across from 

Pudgies)

ReUse MegaCenter / Triphammer Marketplace 

(2255 N. Triphammer Road)

If you’re interested in volunteering for this Earth 

Day cleanup, please fill out the following form:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQL

Sfk4zH0WLMTyZQYqQFB58znmaF0OAUz0gg

GYUcTh3pLjKcOdQ/viewform

Join us in making a significant difference in 

keeping our community clean and beautiful.

Thank you for your continued support of Finger 

Lakes ReUse!

The Gallery at South Hill, Artist Talk by Brian 

Arnold

April 13 @ 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Photographer Brian Arnold will be giving a talk 

in the gallery on Sunday, April 13th from 1-2pm 

about his newest work in the Balkans. His 

talk will be focusing on how he switched from 

Indonesia to SE Europe. The Gallery at South 

Hill 950 Danby Road Ithaca, 14850

CU Music: When East Meets West, Mahler 

and Taiwan

April 13 @ 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm Free

Germany-based Taiwanese opera singer 

I-Chiao Shih, joined by Cornell music faculty 

member Vera Hsu, presents a heartfelt program 

featuring Mahler’s Rückert-Lieder, and Urlicht 

from his Symphony No. 2. This special concert 

also features contemporary Taiwanese art 

songs, including the North American premiere 

of a work by Ming-Hsiu Yen, performed with 

violist Nicolas Guerra, alongside beautifully 

rearranged Taiwanese folk songs, performed in 

Mandarin, Hakka, and Taiwanese Hokkien. The 

early 21st-century East and early 20th-century 

West both sing of life’s enduring cycles.

Barnes Hall 129 Ho Plaza Ithaca, 14853

MONDAY 4/14

TUESDAY 4/15

Comic Book Club Meeting on Tuesday, 

4/15/2025 — “Superman’s Journal and 

Other Comics and Stories!” 7-8 PM, at the 

Tompkins County Public Library, at the 

Schwarz Jacobson Room

April 15 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm Free

The meeting on April 15, 2025, of the Comic 

Book Club of Ithaca, will lead off with a classic 

Superman story from way back in the 1960s. 

(Given Superman first appeared in Action 

Comics #1, which went on sale in 1938, a 

story from the 1960s is not, actually, all that 

old!) Bring along tales of your own favorite 

stories about the Man of Steel to share, and 

if you attended Ithacon 48, bring along your 

convention stories as well!

The Comic Book Club of Ithaca — the oldest 

continuously running comic book club in 

the country — is a registered non-profit 

organization. The Club meets on the first and 

third Tuesdays of the month, and meetings are 

free and open to pop culture fans of all ages. 

For more information, see the Club’s website 

at comicbookclub.org, which includes links to 

the Club’s Facebook page, and to other events 

such as ITHACON, the local, annual comic 

book convention. If you like to read — books, 

comic books, graphic novels, on-line comics, 

you name it — check us out! Tompkins County 

Public Library, Schwartz Jacobsen Room 101 

East Green Street Ithaca, 14850

 

FUTURE DATES:

Sponsored by:

To submit your own 
event visit: 
tompkinsweekly.com/
event-submission/
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By Jack YoungCOMICS

CHEESY GARLIC 

SOURDOUGH FOCACCIA
Ingredients:

- 1 cup active sourdough 

starter (fed and bubbly)  

- 3 cups bread flour  

- 1 1/4 cups lukewarm water  

- 1 tsp salt  

- 2 tbsp olive oil (plus extra for 

drizzling)  

- 3 cloves garlic, minced  

- 1 cup shredded mozzarella 

cheese  

- 1/2 cup grated Parmesan 

cheese  

- 1 tsp dried oregano  

- 1 tsp dried rosemary (or 

fresh, chopped)  

- Coarse sea salt (for topping)  

Directions:
1. Mix Dough: In a large bowl, combine sourdough starter, bread flour, 

water, and salt. Stir until a shaggy dough forms. Cover and let rest for 

30 minutes.  

2. Stretch and Fold: Over the next 2 hours, perform 4 sets of stretch-

and-folds (every 30 minutes). Wet your hands, grab one side of the 

dough, stretch it up, and fold it over the center. Rotate the bowl and 

repeat on all sides.  

3. Add Garlic and Oil: After the final fold, drizzle 2 tbsp olive oil over the 

dough and gently work in the minced garlic. Cover and let the dough 

rise at room temperature for 4-6 hours, or until doubled in size.  

4. Shape and Top: Preheat oven to 425°F (220°C). Transfer dough to a 

well-oiled 9x13-inch baking pan. Stretch it to fit, dimpling the surface 

with your fingers. Sprinkle mozzarella, Parmesan, oregano, and 

rosemary evenly over the top. Drizzle with more olive oil and a pinch of 

coarse sea salt.  

5. Bake: Let the dough rest for 20 minutes, then bake for 25-30 

minutes, or until golden brown and the cheese is bubbly and slightly 

crispy.  

Activities

ACROSS
1. Property  

measure
5. Commercials, for 

short
8. Low male voice
12. Squeezing 

snakes
13. Mowed
14. Milky gem
15. Spectacular
16. English brew
17. Alaskan seaport
18. Forceful person
20. Hesitated
22. Bogey beater
23. Directory

24. Beam type
27. Slippery as an 

____
28. Statute
31. Befitting
32. Hurricane or tor-

nado
34. Ram’s  

counterpart
35. Quilting party
36. Cackler
37. Slackened
39. Does better than a 

“B”
41. “Stand ____ 

Deliver”

42. Most skilled
44. Wraps
48. Bridle part
49. Possessive  

pronoun
51. Enthusiastic 

review
52. “____ Smile 

Without You”
53. Rival
54. Flat
55. Embraces
56. As of now
57. Game missile

DOWN

1. On a cot
2. Duplicate
3. Precipitation
4. Flee
5. Movie star
6. Expected to arrive
7. Fastener
8. Extra
9. Disciples
10. Not different
11. Snow coaster
19. Wetlands
21. Physical  

disorder
24. Scientist’s work-

place

25. Imitate
26. Pickpocket’s crime
27. Timespan
29. Respectful won-

der
30. Join together
33. Bear witness
38. Loved
40. Piggy-bank  

fillers
41. Object of value
42. Overhead curve
43. Boyfriend
45. Molten flow
46. Always

47. Forwarded
50. From head to 

____

Week of 
April 6 to 12, 2025

RECIPE OF THE WEEK
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BEFORE AFTER

We’re looking to install our 

NEXT GENERATION gutter 

guard on your home!

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

FULL SERVICE 

GUTTER PROTECTION

++ We off er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

1-607-787-6030CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285

ARIES
You’ll be rewarded for performing a remark­
able deed, even if you see it as just lend­
ing a listening ear to someone in need. 
This simple act is heroic.

TAURUS
You’ll prioritize your family, home and per­
sonal aspects of your life this week. You 
might even be motivated to start a family 
business from home.

GEMINI
Summer is fast approaching, and you’re 
getting excited about all the adventures 
that await you. Well­deserved nature 
walks and outings promise to be the 
highlights of the season.

CANCER
Be daring and embrace new adven­
tures that could take you to all four cor­
ners of the globe. At work, a position 
you’ve always wanted will suddenly 
open up.

LEO
Dive deeper into your spirituality to achieve 
personal fulfillment. If you commit to a 
cause, you may be able to face life’s big 
questions and discover a richer meaning 
in your life.

VIRGO
You’ll have a flood of ingenious ideas 
that will inspire you to create a master­
piece. You’ll be extremely generous with 
someone close to you.

LIBRA
You’ll  be under a lot of pressure at 
work this week. Take a moment to 
step back and recharge with friends. 
Fortunately, you’ll organize an event 
that will bring together the people you 
cherish most.

SCORPIO
A revelation will  l ight your way and 
guide you toward a career that aligns 
with your aspirations. You’ll  face a 
learning process that will  help you 
navigate and define your goals more 
clearly.

SAGITTARIUS
Let your dreams guide and inspire you as 
you plan your summer vacation. Make 
sure you plan ahead to create memorable 
getaways with those you love.

CAPRICORN
You need to take a break and give yourself 
permission to relax, especially if you’re 
feeling vulnerable. Going on a vacation 
could help you work through difficult 
emotions. This will allow you to return to 
work with a calmer mindset to tackle new 
challenges.

AQUARIUS
Negotiating with someone you have no 
emotional connection with is easier. 
Sometimes, you may be unwilling to be 
flexible when dealing with those closest 
to you.

PISCES
You may land an influential position at 
work. Trust your instincts and organiza­
tional skills. They’ll help you score a top 
role within the company.
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difference there.”

“Nobody wakes up one day and says, 

‘I want to be homeless,’” Bond said. “Ev-

erybody acknowledges the complexities 

of  life that lead to that reality. Some-

thing we have discussed with the hous-

ing-first stuff  is that everybody deserves 

to be housed. I totally believe that. But 

some of those compiling issues that lead 

to that point — that’s something that 

takes support and a vision for what life 

looks like just beyond surviving.”

“Part of  our meal program is we will 

provide grocery orders to people who 

are immobile, so we will go to that build-

ing to bring groceries,” Bond added, “or 

to provide move-in support.”

“The dynamic has definitely changed,” 

he said. “On the street you can provide 

more help. You know where everybody 

is, and you’re communicating with oth-

er agencies.”

The city’s search for a solution

A draft of  the city of  Ithaca’s pilot 

administrative policy to manage home-

less encampments on city property was 

presented by Dominick Recckio, deputy 

city manager of  the city of  Ithaca, at the 

April 2 meeting of  the Housing and Eco-

nomic Development Committee of  the 

Tompkins County Legislature.

Recckio began his presentation by 

thanking several local organizations.

“The city has been really fortunate to 

have outreach workers from OAR [Op-

portunities, Alternative and Resources], 

Second Wind Cottages and REACH sup-

porting its efforts, far before my time, 

under the purview of the city manager, 

working on encampment response,” he 

said.

“We’re all really supportive of  a navi-

gation hub,” said Samantha Stevenson, 

REACH’s director of  operations. “One 

of  the realities of  being a communi-

ty-based organization, especially a non-

profit, is that you learn really quickly 

that funding is siloed, and that makes 

collaboration really hard.”

A hub where organizations can inter-

act not only with the unhoused popula-

tion but with each other would help in-

crease communication and cut back on 

the amount of  accidental duplication of  

services.

“I think a navigation hub would be 

really nice, to have all the resources 

that are clear and concise all under one 

roof,” Stevenson said.

Recckio said the city has $800,001 avail-

able in its capital program, plus $150,000 

from 2024 available for operational ex-

penses, but the city needs to maximize 

its partnerships and existing programs 

if  the new policy is going to be feasible. 

“We’re being scrappy on how we budget 

some of this together and don’t have all 

of  that quite ready for prime time yet to 

share,” Recckio explained.

The policy has been several years in 

the making. From 2022 to 2023, a work-

ing group on unsanctioned encamp-

ments led to the adoption of  a policy at 

the city level in 2023. “That really went 

into effect in 2024,” Recckio said. “The 

work I’m presenting to you today is from 

the advisory committee to review the 

policy, and we’re getting closer and clos-

er to implementing recommendations.”

The policy’s original implementation 

last year resulted in a framework for 

how the city would respond to unhoused 

people living on city-owned land. The 

city designated certain areas as “active-

ly managed,” “lightly managed,” or a 

“non-enforcement zone.”

“Something that I’ve learned after 

meeting with many of the outreach 

workers, IPD [Ithaca Police Depart-

ment], and really in understanding 

information from people who’ve been 

experiencing unsheltered homeless-

ness in our community, is that this is 

offered an opportunity to engage with 

the people who are camping rather than 

a previous approach of just ignoring it,” 

Recckio said. “And the engagement is a 

really good approach that seems to have 

worked very well for us so far, instead of  

having an enforcement approach.”

There was one IPD-issued ticket at 

an unsanctioned encampment site last 

year, according to Recckio.

Recckio said that he has heard from 

outreach workers that there is a con-

cern about the lack of  beds available in 

the area, especially in the spring when 

the local Code Blue shelter stops provid-

ing services. This led the city to develop 

the new policy that would create a sanc-

tioned area at the existing encampment 

site so that even if  an individual cannot 

find a bed, they will have a place to stay.

Recckio said there are many factors 

that contribute to a person being dis-

placed from a stable housing situation, 

including the inability for a local shel-

ter to accommodate the person’s wish 

to stay with a partner or animal and 

the loss of  temporary assistance due to 

work requirements, challenging paper-

work or substance use disorder.

Sometimes people become homeless 

again after an unsuccessful attempt at 

achieving stability within new perma-

nent supportive housing units, Recckio 

said, and sometimes a person becomes 

unhoused after fleeing an unsafe living 

situation in another municipality.

Two additional recommendations 

have been made by the city, Recckio said, 

the first being that the city open and 

operate a navigation hub facility near 

Southwest Park. The hub would likely 

be located on a space close to but not in 

the current Southwest Park location.

“I see this as a space to support tran-

sitions to and from the non-enforcement 

zone,” Recckio said. “So, if  someone is at 

the encampment that is not allowed to 

be on the Waterfront Trail, for example, 

and they’re asked to move and they can’t 

find housing, having a navigation hub 

for them to go as an intermediary place 

before they are asked to use the camping 

area outside.”

The second recommendation is to 

make infrastructure and livability im-

provements in Southwest Park.

“This would include really promoting 

public health and safety. So, we’ve heard 

a lot about lights and trash removal and 

even bathrooms, but bathrooms, as ev-

erybody here likely knows, is very com-

plicated as it comes to this area,” Recck-

io told the committee.

The policy, as well as these two rec-

ommendations, would be predicated on 

Tompkins County constructing its new 

emergency shelter on Cherry Street, 

a project that was announced last year 

after the county purchased land where 

FOUND in Ithaca is currently located 

for the purpose of  building a new home-

less facility to house up to 100 individu-

als.

“This navigation hub being near but 

not in that camping area — have you 

thought about how problematic it might 

be to rent or purchase a space in that 

area where there are so many business-

es who will likely not be welcoming to 

a navigation hub?” asked Tompkins 

County Legislator Deborah Dawson 

(D-Village of  Lansing). 

“We have thought about that and are 

in some real estate conversations,” said 

Recckio in response. “It’s definitely on 

our mind; being a good neighbor would 

be a big goal of  ours. I don’t have any 

further sort of  answers at this time.”

“I suspect that’s going to be one of  

your biggest challenges,” Dawson said, 

to which Recckio responded, “I think 

you’re right.”

“For us, there’s been a 
considerable amount of change 
within the last year within the 

homelessness population.”

BRADY BOND

Community Outreach Director, The 
Salvation Army Ithaca Corps
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The Salvation Army Ithaca Corps staff members gather in front of their new van outside 
The Salvation Army offices in downtown Ithaca. (Left to right) Back row: Diana Vrabel, 
Karen Sargent, Ana Machado, Captain Shaun McNeil. Front row: Brady Bond, Andrew 
Ink, Felicia Whatley. M1q22issing from the picture is Captain Stacy McNeil.

Photo by Jaime Cone Hughes
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The Cherry Artists’ Collective presents 

‘Ithaca Fever’ world premiere
The Cherry Arts is delighted to pres-

ent the world premiere of  Ithaca Fever 

by award-winning playwright Saviana 

Stanescu, opening Friday, April 11 at 

the Cherry Artspace, 102 Cherry St.

Ithaca Fever tells the story of  Clara, 

a Romanian journalism professor who 

broke up with her home country and 

has been traveling the world. In 2020, 

she arrives in Ithaca only to be quar-

antined with COVID. Housebound 

in the old Treman mansion, she fe-

ver-dreams back to 1903 to witness the 

Treman family’s role in Ithaca’s fatal 

Typhoid epidemic. Can she right the 

wrongs of  the past?

The Cherry’s brand-new play un-

covers a fascinating story of  Ithaca’s 

history and poses enduring questions 

about the ethics of  epidemic, private 

enterprise, and the dreams of  the im-

migrants that make our country what 

it is. The first-ever Cherry production 

to be approved by the National En-

dowment for the Arts for a prestigious 

Grants for Arts Projects award, Ithaca 

Fever is a collaboration with the Histo-

ry Center in Tompkins County. 

Ben Sandberg, Executive Director 

of  the History Center says, “We are 

thrilled to support the Cherry’s im-

portant artistic work in our communi-

ty. Artistic mediums like live theater 

are a profoundly important vehicle to 

a deeper understanding of  our shared 

past. We’re excited that Saviana Sta-

nescu and the team at the Cherry are 

grounding this innovative production 

in the many pieces of  history preserved 

in our archives and collections.”

Samuel Buggeln, Artistic and Exec-

utive Director of  the Cherry Arts, un-

dertook the archival research of  local 

history, contributing to the develop-

ment of  Stanescu’s script.

“The Cherry is particularly proud 

that Ithaca Fever is a big-scale, brand 

new project that brings together multi-

ple Ithaca organizations, including the 

History Center in Tompkins County,” 

says Buggeln. “We expect it will attract 

new audiences we can welcome into 

the Cherry family!”

Cherry Collective playwright Sav-

iana Stanescu is an Ithaca-based Ro-

manian artist and winner of  New York 

Innovative Theatre Award for Out-

standing Play and the UNITER Award 

for Best Romanian Play. She is the re-

cipient of  a New York State Council on 

the Arts grant for the development of  

Ithaca Fever. 

The production is directed by native 

Ithacan Sarah Plotkin, known for her 

work with Walking on Water Produc-

tions, Fitz&Starts Productions, Han-

gar Theatre, Story House Ithaca, and 

Civic Ensemble. 

“Having grown up in Ithaca, it’s very 

exciting for me to get to learn about 

the city’s history with Typhoid and the 

Treman’s involvement,” says Plotkin. 

“This show feels like a gift to our com-

munity, and I’m grateful to have the 

opportunity to help bring it to life!”

She is joined by lighting designer Ty-

ler M. Perry, costume designer Iris Es-

telle, projection designer Mustafaa Ali, 

sound designer Rosa Maassen, lives-

tream designer Karen Rodriguez and 

associate Greg Levins, dialect coach 

Max Lorn-Krause, and intimacy direc-

tor Priscilla Hummel. The production 

stage manager is Emily Pugh.

The cast features Mike Chen (the 

Cherry’s Rosa and Blanca) as Huy and 

Eben, Riley Marie Fortin as Maria, 

Jennifer Ann Galvez (credits with Na-

tional Asian American Theater Com-

pany and MA-YI Theater) as Eliza and 

Tala, Barb Geary (the Cherry’s Baba 

Yaga and And What Happens If  I Don’t) 

as Clara, Natasha Keller (Hangar The-

atre, Encore Players) as Jeannie Wa-

terman and Ithaca Daily Journal, Max 

Lorn-Krause (Ithaca Shakespeare Co.) 

as Pavel and William T. Morris, Craig 

MacDonald (the Cherry’s Rule of  

Thumb and Hangar Theatre credits) as 

Duncan Campbell Lee, Darcy Rose (the 

Cherry’s Rosa and Blanca) as Anna 

Louisa Treman, and Juniper Rose as 

Louisa “Lulu” Treman.

The cast of ‘Ithaca Fever’ in rehearsals. (Left to right: Max Lorn-Krause, Riley Marie Fortin, Natasha Keller, Barb Geary, Juniper 
Rose, Darcy Rose)
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one personally linked you. … It’s im-

portant that all the outreach worker 

programs know what everyone else 

is doing so that they can make strong, 

accurate linkages.”

The program aligns with plans in-

cluded in the local Reimagining Public 

Safety initiative to provide alternative 

responses and wraparound services to 

community members in need.

“This program will support city 

and county residents in accessing a 

broad array of  critical services and re-

sources already embedded within our 

community,” said Ithaca City Manag-

er Deb Mohlenhoff. “The city of  Itha-

ca values this continued partnership 

with Tompkins County and the Down-

town Ithaca Alliance to bolster com-

munity support and looks forward to 

supporting REACH.”

The program may expand af-

ter the pilot, said Ross Milne, public 

health graduate fellow with Tompkins 

County Whole Health.

 “We want to assess what kinds of  

situations and crises are people expe-

riencing, what kinds of  supports are 

they asking for, what linkages are we 

commonly making,” Milne said, “so 

that in the next iteration after this pi-

lot period we’re able to take that infor-

mation forward and address any gaps, 

barriers or needs that we didn’t antic-

ipate right now.”

To learn more about TCWH’s men-

tal health services, visit https://www.

tompkinscountyny.gov/health/mh.

To learn more about REACH’s 

program, go to https://www.reach-

projectinc.org/.

Tompkins County 4-H youth devel-

opment programs are planning this 

spring’s 4-H Duck Race — an annual 

local tradition and fundraiser — to be 

held Sunday, April 27. The highly-an-

ticipated event features games, re-

freshments and prizes from 11 a.m. to 4 

p.m. at Cornell Cooperative Extension 

(CCE) Tompkins County, 615 Willow 

Ave. in Ithaca.

The day will feature a festival in 

the CCE Tompkins parking lot, with 

4-H clubs, staff, and volunteers show-

casing resources and opportunities 

available to local residents. Around 

2 p.m., CCE staff  and the community 

will walk to Cornell Botanic Gardens’ 

Cascadilla Gorge and watch as 3,000 

yellow rubber ducks tumble over the 

falls then bob down the creek in a race 

to the finish line.

Each duck represents a chance to 

win prizes and is made possible by 

the race’s sponsors, which include 

Moore’s Tree Farm, Yoga Farm Ithaca, 

New Delhi Diamond’s, CFCU Commu-

nity Credit Union, Cargill and others. 

The first-place duck takes home the 

Grand Prize of  a $500 Cash “Nest Egg”; 

other prizes include Binghamton Rum-

ble Ponies prize packages, a one-year 

Sciencenter membership, a charcoal 

grill, telescope, video bird feeder, In-

stant air fryer oven, gift certificates 

from Wegmans, Bickering Twins, Han-

gar Theatre, Great Escapes and much 

more. Additional prize packages will 

be available for raffle.

Last year’s Duck Race raised over 

$14,500 for 4-H programs in Tompkins 

County, including rural and urban 

afterschool programs, summer camp 

and school break activities, college 

and career prep programs, and inter-

est-based 4-H clubs. Participants will 

not need to be present to win.

“In addition to being one of  our 

most fun days of  the year, the Duck 

Race is a great way for our neighbors 

in the community to learn about local 

youth programs,” said Vicki Fleming, 

issue leader for Tompkins County 4-H. 

“From baking to botany, robotics to 

dog training — our 4-Hers will be shar-

ing what they do all afternoon. Any-

one who comes out will be able to try 

making crafts out of  natural materi-

als, learning about plants and wildlife, 

meeting local 4-H animals, and more!”

In addition to 4-H programs, attend-

ees can learn about incentives to sup-

port home energy upgrades, compost-

ing resources, parenting/family work-

shops, gardening classes, SNAP-Ed 

nutrition, and other programs offered 

year-round at CCE Tompkins County.

For more information about the 

event, contact Tompkins-4h@cornell.

edu or go to 4HDuckRace.com to pur-

chase duck chances.

Annual Tompkins 4-H Duck Race coming 
up April 27

Photo provided
The 2024 4-H Duck Race begins in Cascadilla Gorge.

OUTREACH 
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Obituaries
Celebrating Lives, Honoring Memories

RECENT DEATH NOTICES
Name: Town, State:Age:
Robert Patrick Troy

Bryan Eastman

Irving Mirskin

Alice Mary Holtkamp

Elmer H. Van Arkel

Allan E. Gorton

Rose C. Norton

Barry Valentine

Eileen Williams

Lyle Raymond

Toni Miller

Sonja K. Root Durling

Sharon Haynes

Jessie Travis

64

68

97

101

101

89

92

62

85

91

80

83

72

73

Ithaca, NY

Lansing, NY

Ithaca, NY

Trumansburg, NY

Brooktondale, NY

Trumansburg, NY

Ithaca, NY

Newfield, NY

Ithaca, NY

Groton, NY

Ithaca, NY

Trumansburg, NY

Ithaca, NY

Groton, NY

Death Date:
Apr-2

Apr-1

Mar-31

Mar-31

Mar-31

Mar-30

Mar-29

Mar-28

Mar-28

Mar-28

Mar-26

Mar-26

Mar-25

Mar-18

Arrangements:
Bangs Funeral Home

Zirbel Funeral Home

CNY Cremation Service

Ness-Sibley Funeral Home

Perkins Funeral Home

Ness-Sibley Funeral Home

Lansing Funeral Home

Bangs Funeral Home

CNY Cremation Service

Zirbel Funeral Home

CNY Cremation Service

Ness-Sibley Funeral Home

CNY Cremation Service

CNY Cremation Service
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Now offering Construction, 

Renovation, & Home Repair.

CALL 607.277.6961 ∞ CSPmanagement.com

Briefs

Martin Stallone appointed to Tompkins 

Community Bank Board

Attorney general warns against tax scams and 
urges taxpayers to use free Direct File service

Tompkins Community Bank (Tomp-

kins) has appointed Dr. Martin Stal-

lone to the Community Bank Board 

for Tompkins Central New York. Stal-

lone currently serves as the CEO of  

Centralus Health, and Cayuga Health 

System.

Centralus Health is an affiliation 

of  Arnot Health in Elmira, N.Y. and 

Cayuga Health. Together they serve 

patients across 9-counties in the Fin-

ger Lakes and Southern Tier regions. 

Dr. Stallone brings more than 15 years 

of  leadership experience, a focus on 

keeping our local communities strong 

and an aptitude for strategic opera-

tional oversight to Tompkins’ Board.

“Martin is a well-rounded and high-

ly experienced professional,” said Jo-

hanna Anderson, president of  Tomp-

kins Central New York market. “He 

has an incredible background in hos-

pital management and demonstrated 

expertise with organizational leader-

ship and communication strategies. 

We have no doubt he will help us make 

a positive difference in the Central 

New York community.”

In addition to his current positions, 

Stallone, who served in the U.S. Air 

Force, is the New York State Air Sur-

geon at the State’s Air National Guard 

headquarters in Latham. He serves 

the boards of  numerous community 

organizations, including the corporate 

board of  Lifetime Healthcare Compa-

nies and HealtheConnections.

Stallone holds a bachelor’s degree 

from Cornell University, a doctorate 

in medicine from the University of  

Pennsylvania, and masters degrees 

from the Wharton School of  Busi-

ness (University of  Pennsylvania) 

and the U.S. Naval War College. Stal-

lone, an active member of  the Lansing  

and Ithaca communities, currently re-

sides in Lansing, NY with his wife and 

six sons.

New York Attorney General Leti-

tia James recently issued a consumer 

alert urging New Yorkers to avoid com-

mon tax preparation scams and check 

if  they are eligible for the free Direct 

File service to file their taxes before 

Tax Day on April 15. The Direct File 

program allows qualifying taxpayers 

to file their federal and state taxes on-

line at no cost, saving the average New 

York taxpayer approximately $260 in 

tax preparation fees. In addition, At-

torney General James released a se-

ries of  tips to help taxpayers recognize 

scams and frauds associated with tax 

season.

“While tax season can be stressful, 

New Yorkers deserve peace of  mind 

knowing that they’ll be protected from 

scams and won’t have to pay hundreds 

of  dollars just to file their taxes,” said 

Attorney General James. “The Direct 

File program is a safe and easy way to 

file taxes for free and save hundreds of  

dollars. I encourage everyone to be on 

the lookout for fraudsters who try to 

take advantage of  tax season to cheat 

New Yorkers, and report any suspect-

ed frauds to my office.”

Common fraud tactics that New 

Yorkers should be on the lookout for 

include:

•  Fraudsters who claim you owe past 

tax debts and insist that you pay 

using a prepaid credit card or gift 

card. Legitimate government of-

ficials and agencies do not seek to 

collect debts through these means;

•  Being told that your legitimate tax 

refund from the IRS was a mistake, 

and, therefore you must return it. 

If  you owe money, you will receive 

a legitimate notice in writing that 

identifies the agency and the rea-

son you owe money, not a phone 

call, email, or text message;

•  Fraudsters who make false promis-

es of  free tax preparation services, 

only to deceive people into paying 

for those services;

•  Tax preparers who deceptively 

claim to get you your tax refund 

quicker and then charge you high 

interest rates and fees; and   

•  Any unsolicited calls, text messag-

es, or emails asking for personal 

information or to verify financial 

account information.

The New York Tax Department es-

timates that 3.4 million New Yorkers 

will be able to use Direct File this year. 

New Yorkers with 2024 wages of  up to 

$200,000, or $250,000 if  filing a joint re-

turn, may qualify. Take the following 

steps to find out if  you qualify and use 

Direct File:

•  Check if  you are eligible for New 

York State Direct File to file your 

New York State personal income 

tax return;

Check if  you’re eligible for IRS Di-

rect File to file your federal personal 

income tax return; and

•  If  you are eligible, begin your fed-

eral return on the IRS Direct File 

website. After you file your federal 

return, you will be seamlessly di-

rected to New York State Direct File 

to file your New York State taxes.

More information about Direct File 

is available on the New York State Tax 

Department’s webpage.

In addition to using Direct File, At-

torney General James offers the fol-

lowing tips for New Yorkers to protect 

themselves during tax season:

•  Legitimate government organiza-

tions will never threaten arrest or 

deportation for failure to pay a debt 

and will never insist that consum-

ers pay a debt only via a prepaid 

credit card, gift card, or wire trans-

fer;

•  Only use established companies 

for tax-preparation services, and 

always review the entire tax return 

before signing it; and 

•  If  using a tax preparer, check the 

person’s qualifications and history 

through the Better Business Bu-

reau. You should ensure that they 

sign the tax form and include their 

Preparer Tax Identification Num-

ber (PTIN) upon completion. Also 

ensure that you are given a state-

ment of  the tax services provided 

and pay close attention to any extra 

fees or interests. For more infor-

mation, please consult New York’s 

Consumer Bill of  Rights Regarding 

Tax Preparers.  

Any New Yorker who suspects 

that they are a victim of  a scam is  

encouraged to report it to the Office of  

the Attorney General (OAG) by sub-

mitting a complaint online or calling 

800-771-7755.

Photo provided
Dr. Martin Stallone has been appointed to 
the Community Bank Board for Tompkins 
Central New York.

Photo provided

New York Attorney General Letitia James 
urges New Yorkers to avoid common tax 
preparation scams and check if they are 
eligible for the free Direct File service to file 
their taxes. The Direct File program allows 
qualifying taxpayers to file their federal and 
state taxes online at no cost, saving the 
average New York taxpayer approximately 
$260 in tax preparation fees.



April 9, 2025 TOMPKINS WEEKLY                       17

Small Towns | Brief

Tompkins County Legislature highlights
Special election scheduled for  

June 24

Per the County Charter, the Tomp-

kins County Legislature set the date for 

a special election to fill the seat of  Su-

san Currie (District 3 – City of  Ithaca), 

who has resigned her position effective 

March 31, 2025. The special election will 

be held on June 24, coinciding with the 

primary elections. The successful can-

didate will fill the seat for the remain-

der of  this year. The Tompkins County 

Board of  Elections will soon provide 

more detailed information for voters.

Susan Currie provided a brief  fare-

well and thank-you message to legisla-

tors, staff, and the public. “I wanted to 

thank every member of  the Legislature 

and everyone who works at the County. 

You do awesome work. It was an honor 

to serve with you,” Currie remarked. “I 

had my first day as the interim Director 

of  the Tompkins County Public Library. 

I am a librarian, and I am glad to be 

back.”

Fast-charging electrical vehicle 

charging stations coming to Ithaca 

Tompkins International Airport

Chair of  the Facilities and Infrastruc-

ture Committee Lee Shurtleff  (R-Gro-

ton) introduced a resolution that paves 

the way for a partnership with Green-

spot to install two fast-charging electri-

cal vehicle charging stations at the air-

port. Legislator Shurtleff  stated, “There 

is only one other fast-charging station 

in the county. The contract allows for 

5% of  the revenue that is generated to 

support airport operations.” The reso-

lution was unanimously approved.

April declared Fair Housing Month 

in Tompkins County

Chair of  the Legislature Dan Klein 

presented a proclamation confirming 

Tompkins County’s commitment to fair 

and equal housing opportunities for 

all residents and prospective residents. 

The proclamation was received by Kira 

Fritzky-Randolph (President, Ithaca 

Board of  Realtors), Jala Bayo (Chair, 

Ithaca Board of  Realtor’s Fair Housing, 

Sustainability, Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion Committee), and Paul Rossi 

(Government Affairs Field Representa-

tive, NYS Association of  Realtors).

Other Business

County Administrator Korsah Akum-

fi reported to the Legislature that the 

Code Blue Shelter will close on April 

15. Department of  Social Services staff  

will work with clients who have utilized 

the shelter this season to find alternate 

sheltering resources. If  the temperature 

dips below 32 degrees after April 15, in-

dividuals will still be able to access shel-

ter under Code Blue parameters. He also 

shared that a request for qualifications 

to partner with the County to develop 

and operate the newly built emergency 

shelter will be published next week.

Akumfi further stated that no im-

mediate impact from potential feder-

al funding cuts has been reported for 

county programs and services. County 

Administration and department heads 

will continue to monitor developments 

and inform legislators and the public 

when appropriate.

Finance Director Lorrie Scarrott re-

ported that sales tax receipts for Feb-

ruary 2025 have increased by 7.6% com-

pared to February 2024.

Legislator Shawna Black (D-Ithaca) 

introduced a resolution calling on the 

New York State for an independent 

audit of  NYS Electric & Gas (NYSEG) 

billing practices due to numerous com-

plaints about inaccurate billing report-

ed by residents and businesses. Legis-

lator Black noted, “I think it’s scary for 

families and individuals. There are no 

checks and balances.”

Chair of  the Legislature Dan Klein 

(D-Ithaca) provided longevity certif-

icates to celebrate the long-standing 

service of  Katrina McCloy (Clerk of  

the Legislature, 10 years), Legisla-

tor Rich John (D-Ithaca, 10 years),  

and Legislator Mike Sigler (R-Lansing, 

15 years).

Caroline’s Old Town Hall will soon re-

ceive extensive upgrades, as town officials 

selected Bero Architects, of  Rochester, as 

the firm for the project 

on March 19. 

Four bids were sub-

mitted in response to 

the request for propos-

als issued by the town 

earlier this year.

“We got four very 

good proposals,” Mark 

Witmer, Caroline town 

supervisor, said. “It’s 

good to have lots to choose from.”

Witmer said that in addition to the price 

of  the proposal being within the budget 

the town was looking for, town officials 

were impressed by the firm’s previous 

works, which include the restoration of  

the Cascadilla Boathouse at Stewart Park 

and projects on the Cornell University 

campus.

“I’m very excited,” Witmer said. “I was 

just 10 minutes ago walking around out-

side, and picked up a little piece of  clap-

board and a little piece of  ornamental 

work off  of  the architecture, so I’m very 

excited to get this project going.”

The property, which is owned by the 

town of Caroline, is located in the Town of  

Caroline on the main thoroughfare, New 

York State Route 79, at 2670 Slaterville Rd., 

in the hamlet of  Slaterville Springs.

The style is attributed to the mid-nine-

teenth century early Romanesque Reviv-

al, according to town documents.

The building was constructed in 1868 

and is on the National Register of  Histor-

ic Places. It was a schoolhouse for many 

decades, then a Masonic Lodge and later 

a community center before it was convert-

ed to the town hall in 1976. Currently the 

Town of Caroline holds meetings there, 

town court is held there as well, and the 

Caroline Historical Society occupies the 

top floor.

“Deferred maintenance, strained mu-

nicipal budgets, early 20th century inap-

propriate alterations to the building and 

recent climate changes have contributed 

to the need for repair and upgrades,” the 

town’s request for proposals states.

The restoration project was developed 

in collaboration with Stephen Gibian, 

R.A., who has been a consultant providing 

architectural services to the Town of Car-

oline. Gibian will participate in the project 

and provide his expertise, on an as-need-

ed basis and as requested by the Town of  

Caroline, as an independent consultant. 

He will not be considered as part of  the 

RFP Awarded Design Team or paid from 

the EPF grant funded project, according 

to the request for proposals.

Susan Holland, who was at the time the 

executive director of  Historic Ithaca (now 

retired), offered much guidance through-

out the process of  obtaining the grant, 

Witmer said.

Historic Ithaca is the contract adminis-

trator for the project.

Witmer added that both Holland and 

Gibian are members of  the project’s con-

sulting team.

Witmer said the town is in the process 

of  developing a contract with Bero, and 

the architects will be working on drawing 

up plans this year. The architectural plans 

will then be put out to bid, and construc-

tion is slated to begin in 2026.

“We have to take it step by step,” Wit-

mer said.

The project is a 50/50 cost share with 

the town of Caroline. The town was 

awarded a match grant with a cap amount 

of  $375,000.

“I just think there’s a huge amount 

of  interest in the history of  Caroline,” 

Witmer said. “The building is quant, it’s 

beautiful, and it’s overdue for painting 

and restoration, but it’s going to be more 

than that.”

Witmer said that included in the res-

toration will be some steps to restore ar-

chitectural features that were there in the 

past but were removed from the building.

“One thing that’s not major, but the 

thing that I think will be cool, will be to 

restore the front entryways to their orig-

inal form, and the doors,” Witmer said. 

“That will be a great way to recapture and 

bolster the historical aspects of  the build-

ing.”

The windows were recently replaced 

and will be left as-is, according to a “fre-

quently asked questions” (FAQ) document 

on the town’s website, townofcaroline.org.

“Due to the Town’s commitment to pro-

viding climate-based solutions, there is an 

ongoing discussion about insulation of  

the Old Town Hall,” the FAQ also states. 

“This will be part of  the discovery and 

solution-based approach for the awarded 

Design Team/Architect regarding insula-

tion needs. The Town has agreed to follow 

the suggestions of  the Design Team/Ar-

chitect, who will have specific experience 

in insulation solutions for historic build-

ings.”

The building’s clapboard wooden sid-

ing is all original, as are the architectural 

details at the eves. “A little bit of  that has 

been modified over time or lost, but just 

the carpentry or woodwork between the 

windows and at the eves are the things 

that stand out to me,” Witmer said. “Re-

storing the front entryways is going to be a  

nice embellishment.”

Architectural firm selected for extensive 
renovation of Caroline’s Old Town Hall

Photo by Joe Scaglione
The town of Caroline’s Old Town Hall building was awarded a grant in 2023 and will 
likely undergo renovations in 2026, now that the town has selected Bero Architects to 
complete the project.

“The building is quant, 
it’s beautiful, and it’s  

overdue for painting and 
restoration, but it’s going to 

be more than that.”

MARK WITMER

Supervisor, Town of Caroline

By Jaime Cone 
Hughes

Managing 
Editor
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Classifieds

DANBY  

- Elizabeth Drake & Wyatt Piazza 

bought from Colbert Family 

Farms LLC at 202 Jersey Hill Rd, 

Danby, NY 13053 on 03/10/25 for 

$165,500.  

- Jeremy Holmes & Sarah Post 

bought from Nob Irt & Matthew S. 

Seyfried at N/A, Danby, NY 13053 

on 03/12/25 for $485,000.  

DRYDEN  

- Christopher Scagnelli & Lauren 

Scagnelli bought from Mailler 

James P. Estate & Lauren Mailler 

at 5 Penny Ln, Dryden, NY 13053 

on 03/12/25 for $365,000.  

GROTON  

- Jennifer Asher & Troy Hallman 

bought from Timothy J. Parks 

at N/A, Groton, NY 13073 on 

03/12/25 for $490,000.  

- Benjamin Kalb bought from 

Groton Community Health Care 

Inc at N/A, Groton, NY 13073 on 

03/12/25 for $390,000.  

ITHACA  

- 113 N Quarry LLC bought from 

Shyan J. Ronald-Chua & Meiting 

R. Yong at 113 Quarry St N, 

Ithaca, NY 14851 on 03/11/25 for 

$369,250.  

- Btcenter Realty LLC bought 

from Beach Tree Realty LLC at 

310 Albany St S, Ithaca, NY 14851 

on 03/10/25 for $9,000,000.  

- Clarence Elliot LLC bought 

from Waterfront Alchemy LLC at 

313 Taughannock Blvd, Ithaca, 

NY 14850 on 03/10/25 for 

$1,600,000.  

- Clarence Elliot LLC bought 

from Waterfront Alchemy LLC at 

321 Taughannock Blvd, Ithaca, 

NY 14850 on 03/10/25 for 

$1,600,000.  

- Sylvia Holdheim bought from Po 

T. Shen at 321 Strawberry Hill Cir 

N, Ithaca, NY 14850 on 03/12/25 

for $299,000.  

- Chiradip Kar bought from 

Curtis D. Raymond Jr. & Kellie 

Raymond at 512 University Ave, 

Ithaca, NY 14850 on 03/12/25 for 

$570,000.  

- Mustard Sauce LLC bought 

from James M. Kerrigan at 1021 

Seneca St W, Ithaca, NY 14851 on 

03/10/25 for $240,000.  

- Jill Rosentel bought from Randall 

A. Hatcher at 321 Columbia St, 

Ithaca, NY 14850 on 03/11/25 for 

$390,000.  

- Seneca Jb LLC bought from 

Evan R. Nison at 314 Farm St, 

Ithaca, NY 14850 on 03/11/25 for 

$293,000.  

- Kurt W. Weber & Sheryl C. Weber 

bought from Helen Ann Yunis 

RET & Helen A. Yunis at 192 Inlet 

Valley Way, Ithaca, NY 14851 on 

03/12/25 for $675,000.  

- Timothy K. Wu & Fidelindo Lim 

bought from William Abeles at 

806 Plain St S, Ithaca, NY 14851 

on 03/11/25 for $349,000.  

LANSING

- Alexander Ophir & Angela Chang 

bought from Caren Baldini at 

Rockcress Ln, Lansing, NY 13068 

on 03/13/25 for $273,000.  

NEWFIELD 

- Ava Jewett & Roy Johnson 

bought from Robert L. Argetsinger 

Jr. & A. R. Argetsinger at 1751 Red 

Brush Rd, Newfield, NY 14867 on 

03/12/25 for $390,000.  

- Michael I. Walshon & Hannah 

Pouch bought from Stephen B. 

Wicker & Sarah S. Wicker at 358 

Town Line Rd, Newfield, NY 14867 

on 03/12/25 for $1,560,000.  

ULYSSES

- Victor Manovi & Cathleen Manovi 

bought from Danielle C. Remmer 

& George H. Remmer 3rd at 2365 

Perry City Rd, Ulysses, NY 14850 

on 03/07/25 for $200,000.  

- Mary J. Williams & Ronelle J. 

Thornton bought from William 

Oper at 3112 Dubois Rd, Ulysses, 

NY 14850 on 03/12/25 for 

$245,000.  

Real Estate Transactions

ATTORNEY

- Injured in an accident? Don’t 
accept the insurance company’s 
first offer. Many injured parties 
are entitled to major cash 
settlements. Get a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really 
worth. 100% free evaluation. Call 
now: 1-888-454-4717. Be ready 
with your zip code to connect with 
the closest provider.
- If you had knee or hip 
replacement surgery and 
suffered an infection due to use 
of a Bair Hugger (blue blanket)? 
If it happened between 2020 
and now, you may be entitled 
to compensation. Call Attorney 
Charles H. Johnson for help. Call 
now: 1-800-535-5727.

AUTOS WANTED

- Donate your car to veterans 
today! Help and support our 
veterans. Fast, free pick-up. 100% 
tax deductible. Call now: 1-800-
245-0398.
- We buy 8,000 cars a week! Sell 
your old, busted, or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles, or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle with an 
easy three-step process: instant 
offer, free pickup, fast payment. 
Call now: 1-855-403-3374.

AUTO DONATIONS

- Got an unwanted car? Your car 

donation to Patriotic Hearts helps 
veterans find work or start their 
own business. Fast, free pick-up, 
running or not! Call 24/7: 1-833-
441-4496.

HEALTH

- Attention oxygen therapy users! 
Discover oxygen therapy that 
moves with you with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
Free information kit available. Call 
now: 1-833-661-4172.
- Hearing aids! High-quality, 
rechargeable, powerful Audien 
hearing aids priced 90% less 
than competitors. Tiny and nearly 
invisible with a 45-day money-
back guarantee! Call now: 855-
819-7060.
- Attention: Viagra and Cialis 
users! A cheaper alternative 
to high drugstore prices! 50-
pill special for only $99, 100% 
guaranteed. Call now: 1-833-641-
6397.
- Dental insurance needed? 
Coverage for 400+ procedures 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Real dental 
insurance—not just a discount 
plan. Get your free information kit 
with details! Call 1-855-526-1060 
or visit www.dental50plus.com/
ads #6258.
- Portable oxygen concentrator 
may be covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
now: 877-305-1535.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

- Do you need a roof or energy-
efficient windows & help 
paying for it? You may qualify 

through new relief programs. 
Approved applications get work 
completed by Homeowner 
Funding. Call 1-800-944-9393 or 
visit NYProgramFunding.org to 
qualify. Not affiliated with state or 
government programs.
- Aging roof? New homeowner? 
Storm damage? You need a local 
expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. Fast, 
free estimate and financing 
available. Call now: 1-833-880-
7679.
- Prepare for power outages 
today! Get a Generac Home 
Standby Generator and receive 
a free 5-year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. It’s not just 
a generator—it’s a power move. 
Call 1-877-516-1160 to schedule a 
free quote.
- Beautiful bath updates in as little 
as one day! Superior quality bath 
and shower systems at affordable 
prices. Lifetime warranty and 
professional installs. Call now: 
1-855-399-2076.
- Get DISH Satellite TV + internet! 
Free install, free HD-DVR upgrade, 
80,000 on-demand movies, plus 
up to $600 in gift cards for a 
limited time. Call today: 1-866-
782-4069.
- Do you know what’s in your 
water? Leaf Home Water 
Solutions offers free water 
testing and whole-home water 
treatment systems installed in 
as little as one day. 15% off your 
entire purchase, plus 10% senior 
& military discounts. Restrictions 
apply. Schedule your free test 
today: 1-866-247-5728.

HOME SERVICES

- Aging roof? New homeowner? 
Got storm damage? You need a 
local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. Fast, 
free estimate and financing 

available. Call now: 1-888-878-
9091.
- Water damage cleanup! A small 
amount of water can cause 
major damage to your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out wet 
areas and repair to protect your 
family and home value. Call 24/7: 
1-888-872-2809. Have your zip 
code ready!

MISCELLANEOUS

- Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited 
talk, text, and data for just $25/
mo. The power of three 5G 
networks, one low price! Call 
today and get the latest iPhone 
every year on us: 844-329-9391.
- Prepare for power outages 
today! Get a Generac Home 
Standby Generator and receive 
a free 5-year warranty with 
qualifying purchase. It’s not just 
a generator—it’s a power move. 
Call 1-855-948-6176 to schedule 
a free quote.
- Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter offers the 
most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
free estimate today. 20% off 
entire purchase, plus 10% senior 
& military discounts. Call now: 
1-833-610-1936.
- Inflation is at 40-year highs! 
Interest rates are up—credit 
cards, medical bills, car loans. 
Have $10k or more in debt? Call 
National Debt Relief to pay off 
your debt for significantly less 
than you owe! Free quote: 1-844-
955-4930.
- Bath & shower updates in 
as little as 1 day! Affordable 
prices, no payments for 18 
months, lifetime warranty, and 
professional installs. Senior & 
military discounts available. Call 
now: 1-877-543-9189.
- Become a published author! We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 

Publishing, trusted since 1920, 
offers consultation, production, 
promotion, and distribution. Call 
for a free author’s guide: 1-877-
729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads.
- Struggling with your timeshare? 
Wesley Financial Group, LLC, 
timeshare cancellation experts, 
cancelled over $50,000,000 in 
debt and fees in 2019. Get a free 
info package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations, over 450 positive 
reviews. Call now: 833-308-1971.
- DIRECTV Stream—carries the 
most local MLB games! Choice 
Package $89.99/mo for 12 
months, stream on 20 devices 
at once. HBO Max included for 
3 months with Choice Package 
or higher. No contract or hidden 
fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS: 1-866-859-0405.
- Replace your roof with the best! 
Steel from Erie Metal Roofs—
longest-lasting material in 3 styles 
and multiple colors. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited-time 
offer: up to 50% off install, plus 
additional 10% off for military, 
health, and first responders. Call 
now: 1-833-370-1234.
- Jacuzzi Bath Remodel! Install 
a new, custom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For a limited 
time, all installation costs waived! 
(Additional terms apply, subject 
to change, varies by dealer. Offer 
ends 6/30/25.) Call now: 1-844-
501-3208.
- Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who struggles 
on stairs, is concerned about a 
fall, or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide 
today: 1-833-399-3595.
- Home break-ins take less than 
60 seconds! Don’t wait—protect 
your family, home, and assets 
now for as little as 70¢/day! Call 
now: 1-844-591-7951.
- MobileHelp—America’s premier 
mobile medical alert system! 
For safety and peace of mind, 
whether you’re home or away. 
No long-term contracts! Free 
brochure: Call 1-888-489-3936.
- We buy houses for cash as is! 
No repairs, no fuss, any condition. 

Easy three-step process: call, get 
cash offer, and get paid. Call Liz 
Buys Houses for your fair cash 
offer today: 1-844-877-5833.
- Consumer Cellular—reliable 
coverage! Same nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden 
fees, free activation. All plans 
feature unlimited talk & text, 
starting at just $20/mo. Call now: 
1-877-751-0866.

REAL ESTATE

- We buy houses for cash as is! 
No repairs, no fuss, any condition. 
Easy three-step process: call, get 
cash offer, and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by calling Liz 
Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670.

SERVICES

- Pest control! Protect your home 
from pests safely and affordably—
roaches, bed bugs, rodents, 
termites, spiders, and more. 
Locally owned and affordable. 
Call for service or an inspection 
today: 1-833-549-0598. Have zip 
code of property ready!
- Consumer Cellular—reliable 
coverage! Same nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. 
No long-term contract, no hidden 
fees, free activation. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. Call 
now: 1-844-919-1682.

TRAVEL SERVICES

- Save on your travel plans! Up to 
75% off more than 500 airlines 
and 300,000 hotels worldwide. 
Let us do the research for you for 
free! Call now: 877-988-7277.

TV INTERNET PHONE

- DIRECTV—all your 
entertainment! Nothing on 
your roof! Sign up and get 
your first three months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+, and Cinemax included. 
Choice Package $84.99/mo. 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV: 1-888-534-6918.
- Affordable TV & internet! If 
you’re overpaying for your 
service, call now for a free quote 
and see how much you can save! 
Call now: 1-855-399-2803.

Solutions to Puzzles on Page 12

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions 
may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and 
the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a 
DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.833.370.1234

FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  

TIME 

OFFER!

SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 4/30/2025 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE  when tackling your roof!

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* 
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 866-643-0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

CALL NOW

866.753.9521
Add’l terms apply. O�er subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 3/30/25.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

SPECIAL OFFER

The Murder of RFK   
Betrayed by men he 

trusted, determined to 
become President and CIA 
determined that he not.  by 
Michael Calder   Available 

at Barnes&Noble - Amazon 
- jfkvscia.com
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REFEREE’S NOTICE OF SALE IN FORECLOSURE

SUPREME COURT - COUNTY OF TOMPKINS

TOMPKINS COMMUNITY BANK F/K/A TOMPKINS TRUST COMPANY, Plaintiff - against - ITHA-
CA B&T ASSOCIATES, LLC, et al Defendant(s).

Pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered on January 27, 2025. I, the undersigned 
Referee will sell at public auction at the Tompkins County Courthouse, 320 North Tioga Street, 
Ithaca on the 29th day of April, 2025 at 12:00 PM a leasehold interest in the mortgaged property 
as follows:  All that tract or parcel of land, situate in the Village and Town of Lansing, County of 

Tompkins and State of New York.
Premises known as: 

Parcel 1 – 9 and 19 Brown Road Tax Map Nos.: 45.1-1-55.9 and 45.1-1-55.22 
Parcel 2 – 20 Thornwood Drive Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-55.11
Parcel 3 – 35 Thornwood Drive Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-55.21 

Parcel 4 – 10 Brown Road Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-52.22 
Parcel 5 – 36 Thornwood Drive Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-55.20 
Parcel 6 – 22 Thornwood Drive Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-55.18

Parcel 7 – 30 Brown Road Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-52.21
Parcel 8 – 15 Thornwood Drive Tax Map: 45.1-1-55.17
Parcel 9 – 53 Brown Road Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-55.13

Parcel 10 – 22 Thornwood Drive Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-55.15 
Parcel 11 – 8 Brentwood Drive Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-57.6

Parcel 12 – 10 Brentwood Drive Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-57.51
Parcel 13 – 20 Arrowwood Drive Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-57.4

Parcel 14 – 22 Arrowwood Drive Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-57.52 
Parcel 15 – 16 Brentwood Drive Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-59.2

Parcel 16 – 33 Thornwood Drive Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-55.12
Parcel 17 – 61 Brown Road Tax Map No.: 45.1-1-55.3

Village/Town of Lansing, Tompkins County, New York.
Approximate amount of lien $75,945,004.99 plus interest and costs.

Premises will be sold subject to provisions of filed judgment and terms of sale.
Index No. EF2024-0019. Carl J. Depalma, Esq., Referee.

Harris Beach Murtha Cullina PLLC
Attorney(s) for Plaintiff

333 West Washington Street, Suite 200
Syracuse, NY 13202
Tel. 315-423-7100

Dated: February 26, 2025
During the COVID-19 health emergency, bidders are required to comply with all governmental 
health requirements in effect at the time of sale including but not limited to, wearing face cover-
ings and maintaining social distancing (at least 6-feet apart) during the auction, while tendering 
deposit and at any subsequent closing. Bidders are also required to comply with the Foreclo-
sure Auction Rules and COVID-19 Health Emergency Rules issued by the Supreme Court of this 

County in addition to the conditions set forth in the Terms of Sale.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

Recovery is a Practice LLC; Articles 
of Organization filed with the State of 
New York on 3/3/25; County Office: 
Tompkins County; SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC at 526 Spencer Rd, Ithaca, 
New York 14850. Purpose: Any Lawful 
Purpose. 3/12, 3/19, 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 
4/16/25.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

Fernando Nava Enterprises, LLC 
-- Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
on 03/12/2025. Office location: 
Cortland County. Secretary of State 
of New York designated as agent of 
the limited liability company upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. Secretary of State of New York 
shall mail process to 4160 Kinney 
Gulf Road, Cortland, New York 13045 
which is the principal office of the 
limited liability company. The limited 
liability company was formed for any 
lawful business purpose. 3/19, 3/26, 
4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

Finch Family Farmstead LLC. Articles 
of Organization filing date with 
Secretary of State (SSNY) was 
February 13, 2025. Office location: 
Cortland County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served and SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to 1490 McGraw Marathon 
Rd, Marathon, NY 13803. Purpose 
is to engage in any and all business 
activities permitted under NYS 
laws. 3/19, 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 
4/23/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
JEP Contracting Services, LLC -- 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
on 03/07/2025. Office location: 
Tompkins County. Secretary of State 
of New York designated as agent of 
the limited liability company upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. Secretary of State of New 
York shall mail process to 44 Hilltop 
Road, Ithaca, New York 14850 which 
is the principal office of the limited 
liability company. The limited liability 
company was formed for any lawful 
business purpose. 3/19, 3/26, 4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

unoriginalGeese Stationery LLC. 
Articles of Organization filing date 
with Secretary of State (SSNY) was 
9/29/2024. Office location: Tompkins 
County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served and SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to the LLC, 
586 Stevens Road Freeville, NY 13068. 
Purpose is to engage in any and all 
business activities permitted under 
NYS laws. 3/19, 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 
4/23/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

AT THE RIGHT PLACE LLC. Articles of 
Organization filing date with Secretary 
of State (SSNY) was January 20, 2025. 
Office location: Tompkins County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served and SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC at 4023 
Cold Springs Rd., Trumansburg, NY 
14886. Purpose is to engage in any 
and all business activities permitted 
under NYS laws. 3/19, 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 
4/16, 4/23/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

IBUYSELL LLC. Articles of Org. filed 
with the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 03-10-2025. Office 
location: Tompkins County. SSNY 
is designated as agent upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY shall 
mail service of process to IBUYSELL 
LLC at 3 COVENTRY WALK, ITHACA, 
NY, UNITED STATES, 14850. 
Company is organized for any lawful 
purpose. 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 
4/30/2025. 

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

AHIR - Ithaca 13, LLC. Filed 1/13/25. 
Cty: Tompkins. SSNY desig. for 
process & shall mail 638 Elmira 
Rd, Ithaca, NY 14850. Purp: any 
lawful. 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 
4/30/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
Yarak Management LLC. Articles of 
Organization filing date with Secretary 
of State (SSNY) was 03/03/2025. 
Office location: Tompkins County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent 

of LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served and SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to 823 Van Ostrand 
Rd, Groton, NY 13073. Purpose is 
to engage in any and all business 
activities permitted under NYS 
laws. 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 
4/30/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

CLYTE LLC. Articles of Organization 
filing date with Secretary of State 
(SSNY) was 08/29/24. Office 
location: Tompkins County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served and SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to 46 Penny Ln, Ithaca, NY 
14850. Purpose is to engage in any 
and all business activities permitted 
under NYS laws. 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 
4/23, 4/30/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

Davis Concrete Construction LLC. 
Articles of Organization filing date 
with Secretary of State (SSNY) was 
03/12/2025. Office location: Cortland 
County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served and SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 4821 
Dutch Hill Rd Spur Cincinnatus, NY 
13040. Purpose is to engage in any 
and all business activities permitted 
under NYS laws. 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 
4/23, 4/30/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

Flow Being Wellness LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 3/2/25. 
Office: Tompkins County, New York. 
SSNY designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Emily Dunuwila at 2 Pebble Drive, 
Dryden, NY 13053, the registered 
agent of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 
4/30/2025.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

Among The Branches LLC. Art. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 03/17/25. 
Office: Tompkins County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 64 Sweazey Rd., 
Lansing, NY 14886. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose. 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 
4/23, 4/30/2025.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that a license, 
number 6050719 for beer and 
cider  has been applied for by the 
undersigned to sell beer and cider 
at retail in a restaurant under the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Law at 
1843 Danby Rd in Danby NY, Tompkins 
County for on premises consumption. 
Danby Food and Drink, LLC. 3/26, 
4/2/2025

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

MMO Creations LLC. Articles 
of Organization files with NYS 
Department of State (SSNY) 
on 2/19/2025. Office Location: 
Tompkins County at 42 Reach Run, 
Ithaca, NY 14850. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 42 Reach Run, 
Ithaca, NY 14850. Purpose: any lawful 
purpose. 3/26, 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 
4/30/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

The Doors of Perception LCSW, PLLC 
-- Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York on 
03/21/2025. Office location: Cortland 
County. Secretary of State of New York 
designated as agent of the limited 
liability company upon whom process 
against it may be served. Secretary of 
State of New York shall mail process 
to PO Box 181, Cortland, New York. The 
limited liability company was formed 
for any lawful business purpose. 4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

612 E Buffalo St LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with Secretary 
of State of New York (SSNY) on 
03/24/2025. Office location: 
Tompkins County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 1054 Cayuga Heights 
Rd, Ithaca, NY 14850. Purpose: any 
lawful act or activity. 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 
4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

Zebra Blue, LLC filed Arts. Of Org. with 
the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/21/2025. Office: Tompkins County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 

may be served and shall mail process 
to: Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, 
PLLC, 179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 
14850. Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

TORNUSCIOLO PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SERVICE, PLLC filed Arts. Of Org. 
with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 12/18/2024. Office: Tompkins 
County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served and 
shall mail process to: Nathan Cook, 
Klausner Cook, PLLC, 179 Graham 
Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 
5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

SIBTHORP, LLC filed Arts. Of Org. with 
the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/21/2025. Office: Tompkins County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process 
to: Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, 
PLLC, 179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 
14850. Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025. 

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

MUSTARD SAUCE, LLC filed Arts. 
Of Org. with the Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 1/21/2025. Office: 
Tompkins County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to: 
Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, PLLC, 
179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. 
Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 4/9, 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

MKFLYING, LLC filed Arts. Of Org. with 
the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/3/2024. Office: Tompkins County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process 
to: Nathan Cook, Klausner Cook, 
PLLC, 179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 
14850. Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

LUNCH MONKEY LLC filed Arts. 
Of Org. with the Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/27/2024. Office: 
Tompkins County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to: 
Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, PLLC, 
179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. 
Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 4/9, 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

LOST BLOCK LLC filed Arts. Of Org. 
with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/27/2025. Office: Tompkins 
County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served and 
shall mail process to: Nathan Cook, 
Klausner Cook, PLLC, 179 Graham 
Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. Purpose: any 
lawful act.  4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 
4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

LMT PERFORMANCE SOLUTIONS, 
LLC filed Arts. Of Org. with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 3/14/2025. 
Office: Tompkins County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process to: 
Nathan Cook, Klausner Cook, PLLC, 
179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. 
Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 4/9, 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

LEATHERCOAT, LLC filed Arts. Of Org. 
with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/21/2025. Office: Tompkins 
County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served and 
shall mail process to: Adam Klausner, 
Klausner Cook, PLLC, 179 Graham 
Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. Purpose: any 
lawful act.  4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 
4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

ITHACA BUILDING COMPANY, LLC 
filed Arts. Of Org. with the Sect’y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 2/6/2025. 
Office: Tompkins County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process to: 
Nathan Cook, Klausner Cook, PLLC, 
179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. 
Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 4/9, 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.
 
NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

INVEREWE, LLC filed Arts. Of Org. with 
the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/21/2025. Office: Tompkins County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process 
to: Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, 
PLLC, 179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 
14850. Purpose: any lawful act.  4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

FYLUM AGENCY LLC filed Arts. Of Org. 
with the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/6/2025. Office: Tompkins 
County. SSNY has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served and 
shall mail process to: Adam Klausner, 
Klausner Cook, PLLC, 179 Graham 
Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. Purpose: any 
lawful act. 4/2, 4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 
5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

FORAYS PARTNERS, LLC filed Arts. 
Of Org. with the Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 3/10/2025. Office: 
Tompkins County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to: THE 
LLC, 14 Stormy View Dr., Ithaca, NY 
14850. Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.
 
NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

East State Management Holdings 
LLC filed Arts. Of Org. with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 1/8/2025. 
Office: Tompkins County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process to: 
Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, PLLC, 
179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. 
Purpose: any lawful act.  4/2, 4/9, 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.
 
NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

DANOVA, LLC filed Arts. Of Org. with 
the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/21/2025. Office: Tompkins County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process 
to: Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, 
PLLC, 179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 
14850. Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

CLARENCE ELLIOT, LLC filed Arts. 
Of Org. with the Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 1/21/2025. Office: 
Tompkins County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to: 
Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, PLLC, 
179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. 
Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 4/9, 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

BROADWELL MILKMAID, LLC filed 
Arts. Of Org. with the Sect’y of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 1/17/2025. Office: 
Tompkins County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to: 
Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, PLLC, 
179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. 
Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 4/9, 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.
 
NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

BERKLIE LLC filed Arts. Of Org. with 
the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
3/13/2025. Office: Tompkins County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process 
to: Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, 
PLLC, 179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 
14850. Purpose: any lawful act.  4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.
 
NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

316 NORTH AURORA, LLC filed Arts. 
Of Org. with the Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 1/31/2025. Office: 
Tompkins County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to: 
Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, PLLC, 
179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. 
Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 4/9, 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.
 
NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

222 E State LLC filed Arts. Of Org. with 
the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/8/2025. Office: Tompkins County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process 
to: Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, 

PLLC, 179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 
14850. Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.
 
NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

220 E State LLC filed Arts. Of Org. with 
the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/8/2025. Office: Tompkins County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process 
to: Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, 
PLLC, 179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 
14850. Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

218 E State LLC filed Arts. Of Org. with 
the Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/8/2025. Office: Tompkins County. 
SSNY has been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process against it 
may be served and shall mail process 
to: Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, 
PLLC, 179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 
14850. Purpose: any lawful act.  4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

200 West Seneca LLC filed Arts. 
Of Org. with the Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 1/15/2025. Office: 
Tompkins County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served and shall mail process to: 
Nathan Cook, Klausner Cook, PLLC, 
179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. 
Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 4/9, 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.
 
NOTICE of FORMATION of a 

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

40 TRIPHAMMER TERRACE, LLC 
filed Arts. Of Org. with the Sect’y of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 1/31/2025. 
Office: Tompkins County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process to: 
Adam Klausner, Klausner Cook, PLLC, 
179 Graham Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850. 
Purpose: any lawful act. 4/2, 4/9, 
4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7/2025.
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Smarter Borrowing 

STARTS HERE.
A HELOC isn’t just a loan; it’s a smart choice. Use it 

your way—home improvements, debt consolidation, 

or unexpected expenses—with unbeatable flexibility.

HOME EQUITY  
LINE OF CREDIT

.   

.   

%   

%   

APR

APR

*

*

12-MONTH INTRO RATE

CURRENT VARIABLE RATE

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Minimum line of $10,000 required. The APR will be 4.99% for the first 12 months 
from the closing date of the line. After 12 months, the APR will adjust to the highest Prime Rate published in the 
Wall Street Journal on the last business day of the prior month. Assuming no change in the current Prime Rate 
as of January 22, 2025, the APR after 12 months would be 7.50%. The lifetime cap for the line of credit is 
guaranteed not to exceed 16.00% APR, with a floor of 4.00% APR. You will be required to reimburse the Bank 
certain fees paid to third parties if the line is terminated within three years of the opening date. These can be as 
low as $1,068.29 for a $10,000 credit line or as high as $2,968.29 for a $200,000 credit line. Collateral mortgage 
required to be filed. Promotional period ends April 30, 2025. Consult your tax adviser for more information 
regarding the potential deductibility of interest and fees.            Equal Housing Lender • Member FDIC

Learn more at

ChemungCanal.com/HELOC


