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Newfield
selects

new school
superintendent

The Newfield Central School Dis-
trict (CSD) Board of Education offi-
cially selected its new superintendent,
according to an an-
nouncement.

Jesse Harper has
been appointed to be
at the helm of New-
field CSD, effective
July 1 of this year.
Harper will replace
current superinten-
dent Eric Hartz, who is retiring at the
end of 2024-25 school year.

“It is with deep gratitude and great
optimism that I step into the role of Su-
perintendent of the Newfield Central
School District,” Harper said in the
announcement. “I am truly honored
to become part of a community that is
deeply committed to the success and
well-being of its students. Newfield is
known for its proud tradition of edu-
cational excellence and its strong, col-
laborative community partnerships. I
am excited to roll up my sleeves and
work alongside the students, staff,
families, and community members of
Newfield to continue building on this
strong foundation and make a positive
impact for all our learners.”

Harper has a Certificate of Ad-
vanced Study in Educational Adminis-
tration from SUNY Brockport. He also
received a master of science degree in
education and a bachelor’s degree in
materials science — both from Alfred
University.

Holding multiple New York State
certifications, including being a school
district and building leader, Harper
also has permanent certifications in
physics and chemistry for seventh
through 12th grade.

“The Newfield Board of Education
is delighted to welcome Jesse Harper
as the next superintendent of New-
field CSD,” said Christina Ward, New-
field BOE president. “Jesse brings
with him a wealth of experience that
we are excited to see applied to our
district. Some of his past proven skills
include exceptional communication
with staff, students, and community;
enhancing opportunities for students;
and working with students and staff to
create a student centered learning en-
vironment, while cultivating leaders
and growth from within. We are look-
ing forward to July 1 and Newfield’s
future in partnering with Mr. Harper.”

Harper brings more than two de-
cades of experience in public ed-
ucation and district leadership to
Newfield. Harper was previously the
superintendent for Arkport Central
School District.

By Kevin
L. Smith

See SUPERINTENDENT on pg 15
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Artistic renderings of The Meadow on Seneca affordable and supportive housing (left), slated to begin construction in Ithaca in
early fall, and SouthWorks (right), the proposed new Ithaca neighborhood that repurposes an old Factory on South Aurora Street.
SouthWorks will be welcoming its first commercial tenant, antique and vintage marketplace FOUND in Ithaca, later this year.

A look at current construction
projects shaping Ithaca’s future

By Jaime Cone Hughes
Managing Editor

Ithaca is undergoing a wave of new
development, with projects like Mead-
ow on Seneca, FOUND’s move to South-
Works and new apartment buildings
The Aurora and The Breeze. From af-
fordable housing to upscale residenc-
es and revitalized commercial space,
these initiatives reflect a broad vision
for a more inclusive, sustainable and
vibrant Ithaca.

Meadow on Seneca housing project
set for September

Meadow on Seneca, a 70-unit building
slated for the corner of North Meadow
and West Seneca Streets in Ithaca that
will have a mix of affordable and inte-
grated supportive housing, will start
construction as early as the middle of
September, according to Robert Cain,
director of real estate development for
CSD Housing, a service development
consulting company based in Pittsford
that is focused on helping not-for-prof-
it clients develop affordable housing
units for low income individuals and
families, homeless individuals and
families and those with special needs.

“All the funding has been secured,”
Cain said. “We’re looking forward to
[completing] the final details of the
permitting, but there should be no
issues with closing in September of
this year.”

The site will have a roughly 19-month

construction duration. “Pretty much,
two years from this fall it will be com-
pleted and mostly leased up,” Cain said.

This project is unique in that it is
owned by Rehabilitation Support Ser-
vices (RSS), a not-for-profit agency that
provides a range of services for individ-
uals with mental health and substance
use disorders.

“This is one of their first models of
this type of housing,” Cain said.

Thirty-five of the units will be sup-
portive in nature, and RSS will provide
services for those residents who were
formerly homeless, are experiencing
wellness challenges or are otherwise
at risk.

“Internally, it will be staffed like a ho-
tel with a concierge-type atmosphere,”
Cain said. There will be about nine full-
time staff members in the building.

The first floor will have a podi-
um deck, which includes a generous
amount of office space for leasing,
residential services, some community
space and bicycle racks for residents.
There will be an above-ground garage
for resident parking, but Cain said the
project focuses on giving its residents
convenient multi-modal transportation
options so they can take advantage of
the walkable area to downtown and
other amenities, embracing local bi-
cycle and ride-share programs. There
is also a bus stop located around
the corner.

He added that the building will be one
of the first to break ground that com-

plies with the new, recently implement-
ed Ithaca FEMA floodplain standards.

“We had to elevate the building to
be compliant,” Cain said, adding that
this change came with a significant
increase to the project’s total budget,
which comes in at about $35 million.

The building is designed by Passero
Associates. “The vision of it is to be
an entranceway, beacon-type building
for those traveling north along South
Meadow,” Cain said.

There will be a dog park and play-
ground for residents as well as a land-
scaped rooftop terrace.

“It’s a very urban-type design that
will be very well landscaped around
the perimeter of the building,”
Cain said.

The buildingis designed to be all-elec-
tric and eco-friendly, with solar panels
and an electric heat-pump system.

It will be constructed on what is cur-
rently a vacant lot, though there was
one particular challenge to building on
this site; some elements of the entry-
way design will likely contain large art-
work or other features that pay homage
to a large tree that people were reluc-
tant to say goodbye to, Cain said.

“We want to recognize its importance
to the community,” he said. “I know
there was some opposition to cutting
down the tree; we even tried designs
that included a donut shape around it,
but that would have damaged the root
ball, so we came to the conclusion that
it was infeasible to preserve it, even

See CONSTRUCTION on pg 7
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Our question, your answers

Street
Beat

By Jaime Cone Hughes

In honor of National Pizza Party
Day May 16, what is your favorite
pizza topping?

Pepperoni, pineapple, mushrooms and bell peppers.
Sara, Dryden

Just cheese.
Amy, Burdett

Pepperoni.
Martha, Burdett

Pepperoni.
Maria, Ithaca

Pepperoni, sausage and meatballs.
Mike, Ithaca

May 14, 2025

Wonderful Wheelchairs team

restores mobility and ind

Greg Harrington is at work in the
deep, mysterious area below Cayuga
Skilled Nursing Facility. Wednesdays
and Fridays, Har-
rington and his Won-
derful Wheelchairs
team are in their cav-
ern from 9 to 11:30
a.m. Although Har-
rington is known to
some as “Mr. Wonder-
ful Wheelchairs,” he
always passes the credit on to the orig-
inal movers and shakers: Ardith Ben-
nett, Lynn Gitlow, Ellie and Monte May
and Professor Carol John, going back 15
years now.

“Carol taught occupational thera-
py [OT] students at Ithaca College and
provided OT to rehab patients at Cayuga
Ridge,” Harringon said. “She found Ca-
yuga Ridge had stockpiled more than 75
broken wheelchairs. Carol applied for a
grant and used the money to buy tools
at Montgomery Ward. She and Ardie got
the project rolling.”

After a long, mysterious walk with-
in a vast open area (like a movie set for
a detective story), one encounters aisles
of neatly stocked wheelchairs, tall rolla-
tors (stand-up walkers), power scooters
and power wheelchairs, all tagged and
numbered. Along all the side walls are
amazingly neat, organized sections of
tools, leg rests, arm rests, chair cush-
ions and so much more. The rest of the
seven-person WW Team, including one
of the newest volunteers, Joe Amato, all
work on different categories of these in-
valuable transport devices in their own
workstations. Among the six volunteers,
they have lots of expertise regarding
electronic equipment and electrical and
mechanical engineering. And they have
contacts for anything else they need to
enable all of us to have the best working,
most comfortable and practical means
of transportation.

By Marjorie
Olds

Photo by Marjorie Olds
A store room full of wheelchairs and
other mobility equipment, to be repaired
donated by Wonderful Wheelchairs.

Tom Every, who specializes in pow-
er chairs and scooters, is in his ninth
year volunteering at Wonderful Wheel-
chairs. He explains that with generous
donations in the past, WW has been

able to buy special software, so that the
steering mechanism for power chairs or
scooters can be adjusted with special-
ized electronic equipment. For example,
if the operator’s hand shakes from Par-
kinson’s Disease, Every can minimize
the effect of hand-quivering or shaking
on the steering wheel.

Every explains that wheelchairs are
mostly used indoors, while power chairs
and scooters are more likely used out-
doors. The range of sizes, tires, leg rests
and customizable features is enormous.

To make equipment transportable
in a car, bus or van, some of the scoot-
ers are collapsible. For some folks,
their power vehicle is their main form
of transportation to get to work or to a
store. And Tompkins County also has
Kristen Wells’ incredible TCAT Gad-
about paratransit program, which can
transport people in their wheelchairs!

Every, formerly an electronics en-
gineer who served in industry at NCR
in South Carolina, transferred to NCR
Ithaca, close to where he grew up. After
NCR, Tom taught engineering as a pro-
fessor at Cornell University.

“Volunteering at Wonderful Wheel-
chairs keeps one’s mind and body active.
And it is a great way to help others,”
Every said. “I helped care for my moth-
er when she was wheelchair-bound. I
would repair her wheelchair, and I know
what a lifeline a wheelchair can be — but
it has to be maintained.”

Every remembers that Monty May,
who with his partner, Ellie May, facili-
tated many other community programs,
nudged WW to take on power equipment.
Every notes that currently WW has an
inventory of about 40 power wheelchairs
and about 40 manual ones. He mentions
that anyone seeking to borrow, rent,
purchase or donate equipment can see
available inventory on the WW website
(created by a Cornell graduate student
volunteer in Computer Science): https://
www.wonderfulwheelchairs.info/home.

Ron Harris has been with WW for
five years. While attending some of Life-
long’s terrific programs, he heard about
WW. After a few years of retirement
from his job as an electrician at Cargill,
Harris was open to more social contact.

ependence
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(Left to right): Stan Hugo, Greg Harrington, Joe Amato and Ray Coolbaugh, volunteers
for Wonderful Wheelchairs.

“Every day I would walk my dog around
our rural home and we would watch
the cows,” he said. “I took a job driv-
ing a bus for a senior residence, and I
saw how crucial wheelchairs were to so
many seniors. ... And so many needed to
have their brakes adjusted or some other
enhancement, but [the seniors] had no-
where to turn.”

“Later, I shattered my femur and
my ankle,” Harris said. “For months of
convalescence, I was wheelchair-bound.
Seeing the world from a wheelchair is an
eye opener.”

Eventually Harris used a rollator,
which was great for a tall chap. “When
I was stronger, I volunteered at WW,”
he said. “I fix rollators and show people
how to use them. I adjust wheelchairs
and scooters, too. [I] change wheels,
tires, bearings, batteries and more. If
someone calls Wonderful Wheelchairs, I
may be able to come and address a prob-
lem.”

“Volunteering at Wonderful
Wheelchairs keeps one’s mind
and body active. And it is a great
way to help others.”

Tom Every, Volunteer,
WONDERFUL WHEELCHAIRS

Ray Coolbaugh from Trumansburg
knew Harris from their remote-con-
trol small airplane meet-ups. When
Coolbaugh saw a neighbor, Stan Hugo,
another WW volunteer, wearing a Won-
derful Wheelchairs shirt (made of very
handsome denim), he inquired about
it. Thanks to his years as a professor
of physics at Colgate University, Cool-
baugh knows how to make things work.

Suffice it to say, Wonderful Wheel-
chairs is a local treasure, enabling all of
us to have as much accessible activity
as possible. And even if you don’t need
a wheelchair maintained, you may know
someone who does. If you are receiving
taxable retirement distributions, a hero-
ic way to minimize your taxes is to send a
check to Wonderful Wheelchairs, which
offers such wonderful services, ¢c/o Ca-
yuga Nursing and Rehabilitation, 1229
Trumansburg Road, Ithaca, NY 14850.
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Ulysses targets culvert upgrades to
improve infrastructure, prevent flooding

The town of Ulysses is preparing
an overhaul to its water manage-
ment infrastructure. Specifically,
the town is look-
ing to strengthen
the culverts under
important Ulysses
roadways.

The town board
discussed the issue
at its April 22 meet-
ing and will con-
tinue addressing
culvert reinforcement during its
first meeting on May 13. Last year,
the town completed an engineering
study financed by a grant awarded
by the New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation
(DEC). The study helped the town
determine six culverts in Ulysses

By Eddie
Velazquez

that are in need of replacement.

A culvert is a device, usually a
pipe or arched tunnel, used to chan-
nel water underneath a road, rail-
way or other type of embankment,
according to the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Plan-
ning. Culverts can be made of many
different materials, including con-
crete, corrugated steel and plastic.

“We have already received funding
for the Curry Road bridge, which is
currently a culvert that will become
a bridge,” Town Supervisor Katelin
Olson said at the April 22 meeting.

As for new designs, the town has
also received funding to strength-
en the culverts on Maplewood Road
and Garrett Road.

“The next in line is the Agard
Road culvert,” Olson said.

The study was conducted last
year by MRB Group, a firm based in
Rochester that provides engineer-
ing, architectural and planning ser-
vices to municipalities. Matt McK-
enna, a project manager at MRB,
spoke at the April 22 meeting about
potential next steps to fund further
culvert revitalization projects.

“One proposal would be to go
forward with another grant appli-
cation, specifically for the Agard
Road,” he said.

The funding for last year’s study
came from the DEC’s Water Quality
Improvement Program (WQIP).

“And we were very successful,”
he said. “The town received a grant
award of over half a million, 75% of
the cost of that culvert itself.”

WQIP also paid for the Curry

Road culvert replacement project.
That culvert had a score of zero in
the WQIP scoring system.

“l just think that [the study] is
going to show the town’sdesire
and need to really
focus on this.”

MATT MCKENNA
Project Manager, MRB Group

“The lowest we could possibly
get,” McKenna said. “That grant
application was focused on aquat-
ic connectivity, and the possibility
of wildlife to make its way up that

See CULVERTS on pg 19

Dryden Board of Education
candidates revealed

The Dryden Board of Education re-
cently revealed profiles of four candi-
dates who are vying for three seats.

The candidates in-
clude incumbent Les-
lie Debo, Michael Hall,
Christiane Linster and
Christina Cushman.

Full profiles of the
candidates can be
found at dryden.kl2.
ny.us.

The Dryden community can vote
in the board of education election
and on the proposed budget on Tues-
day, May 20, from 7 am. to 9 p.m.
at the Dryden Middle/High School
auditorium.

By Kevin
L. Smith

Leslie Debo

Debo is currently in her 10th year at
Ithaca Neighborhood Housing Services,
Inc.

“My family and I moved to the Dryden
area eight years ago from Ithaca when
I purchased my first home. Dryden was
the district I picked. From what I could
find out from fellow parents, I felt that

Photo by Kevin L. Smith

Dryden Central School District. Four Board of Education candidates will vie for three spots during the May 20 election.

Dryden was a district where I would be
happy and that my child would receive
a good education. I plan to be a part of
the Dryden community and the Dryden
Central School District for many years.
I was raised by educators, and I've seen
both of my parents dedicate their lives
and free time to taking care of and edu-
cating other people’s children. As some-
one who works in the nonprofit field, I
know that serving the community can
be a challenging task, but I am up to the

challenge. No matter how hard my job
sometimes is, I am still happy to get up
in the morning and get to work helping
my clients. I plan to continue to bring
the same dedication to the school board.
I hope that I can be a supportive voice to
help the district thrive.”

Michael Hall

Hall is a member of the Neptune Hose
Co. #1 of Dryden, Inc. and a volunteer
coach for programs through the Dryden

Recreation Department.

“From growing up here, to attending
school, buying a home and raising my
own children here I have strived to make
a difference in our community. I served
as [fire] chief for many years and taught
fire safety to many of our Dryden Ele-
mentary students. I'm also coaching the
youth or volunteering my time. I am run-
ning to be a member of the school board

See EDUCATION on pg 13
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Lansing school board ramps up outreach
ahead of May 20 vote

Editor’s note: This article was writ-
ten before the May 12 budget hearing
and published on the day of the May
14 community con-
versations, therefore,
it does not reflect
community input on
the 2025-2026 school
year budget.

The Lansing Cen-
tral School District
(LCSD) Board of Ed-
ucation is ramping
up its community outreach campaign
before the community votes on the
district’s almost $39.7 million budget.

The budget, along with the district
bus proposition, will be on the ballot
on May 20. District residents can vote
on the budget and the bus proposi-
tion at the R. C. Buckley Elementary
School cafeteria from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

By Eddie
Velazquez

“We’re replacing equipment,
we’re modernizing technology
and we are leveraging
additional fund balance to try
to support this, to offset this
impact to the taxpayer.”

KATHRYN HEATH

Assistant Superintendent of Business
Administration, Lansing Central School
District

That day, the district will host an
art show from 8 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. The
LCSD book fair will also run from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. Instruction for students
pre-K through eighth grade will be
virtual that day.

Prior to the vote, LCSD will host
two community conversations vir-
tually on May 14: one at 10 a.m. and
the other at 5 p.m. Secretary to the
superintendent Debbie Todd can be
emailed for links to the conversa-
tion at dtodd@lcsd.k12.ny.us. Todd
can also be reached at 607-533-3020,
ext. 4000.

At the April 23 meeting, LCSD offi-
cials discussed the budget for a final
time before the public could weigh in
on May 12, when the district hosted a
budget public hearing.

LCSD Assistant Superintendent of

May 14, 2025

Business Administration Kathryn
Heath said the $39.7 million budget
signifies a year-over-year increase
of 2.86%. That is under the consumer
price index (CPI) number of 2.95%,
a metric that is used to measure
inflation.

“We’re typically right around the
CPI, depending on what the needs are
for the district,” she said.

Heath also reviewed key takeaways
from the budget process.

“We’re maintaining our program-
matic needs,” she said. “We do have
contractual obligations. Those are
our bargained agreements, so salary,
benefits and our debt service — those
are what we’re required to pay no
matter what our budget comes in at.”

Part of Heath’s comments are
linked to the threat of the district
being forced to adopt a contingency
budget. That is a bare-bones spend-
ing plan that mainly covers some pro-
grams and whatever union contracts
the district has with employees.

Board of Education President Aziza
Benson warned against the potential
of a contingency budget at the meet-
ing. The district would be forced to
enact a contingency budget if voters
reject a proposed LCSD budget twice.

“[A contingency budget] freezes
administrative programs, limits pro-
grams and capital investment,” Ben-
son said. “[It] eliminates funding for
extracurricular activities like sports
and enrichment programs. While
some may see a contingency bud-
get as a fiscally conservative option
during economic uncertainty, it has
long-term consequences and limits
our district far into the future.”

A contingency budget would limit
the district’s ability to raise proper-
ty taxes. The district estimates levy-
ing almost $24.9 million from taxes
for the budget, with an additional
amount of approximately $82,389
coming in from PILOTSs, or payments
in lieu of taxes. The estimated tax
rate based on these projections would
be $3,584.54 on a $200,000 home, or a
rate of $17.92 per thousand in as-
sessed property values.

“We would not be able to raise nec-
essary taxes, forcing cuts to enrich-
ment and underusing infrastructure

By Jaime Cone Hughes

The Lansing Central School District budget, along with the district bus proposition, will
be on the ballot on May 20. District residents can vote at the R. C. Buckley Elementary

School cafeteria from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

that we have already invested in,”
Benson noted in the event of a poten-
tial contingency budget.

The budget is also a way by which
the district is seeking to modernize,
Heath said.

“We’re replacing equipment, we’re
modernizing technology and we are
leveraging additional fund balance to
try to support this, to offset this im-
pact to the taxpayer,” she noted.

Part of that includes transporta-
tion. The bus proposition, which vot-
ers will decide on during the budget
vote, states the following:

“Do the voters approve the school
district to borrow monies up to
$385,000 for the purchase of school
buses and to collect the necessary
taxes to repay the debt.”

Heath said that approval would re-
sult in the purchase of four vehicles:
a large diesel bus, a small diesel bus,
a van and a “suburban” style vehicle.

“So that’s to keep us on cycle
with our replacement of our vehi-
cles,” Heath said. “We typically are
on a 10-year cycle for each of those.
And these are the vehicles that
are coming off our fleet, and we’re
replacing those.”

Lansing at Large appears every
week in Tompkins Weekly. Send story
ideas to editorial@uizellamedia.com.
Contact Eddie Velazquez at edvel37@
gmail.com or on X (formerly Twitter):
@ezvelazquez.

Final Weekend! Thousands of Books,
DVDs, CDs & more at 50 cents or less!

Saturday-Tuesday: May 17-20
10am-8pm each day

Monday, 5/19: Every item is 10 cents!
Tuesday, 5/20: Fill your own bag for $1!

509 Esty St, Ithaca
booksale.org e 607-272-2223

In brief:

The Lansing Community Library is
hosting free gardening classes every
Monday until June 9. The classes are
free to adults who want to learn how
to garden on a budget. The lessons
run from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

“Learn the basics of growing your
own vegetables — from healthy soil
to harvest — with guidance from
master gardener volunteers,” reads
a post on the library’s website. To
register, interested parties can email
Aly Trombitas at art228@cornell.edu
or call 607-272-2292.

Start Today!

THINK OF US FIRST.

Spending is Easy -
Saving 1s Difficult

Get started with something simple.

* Bring in all the loose change
you’ve been saving.
* Use our coin counting machine.
* Make a deposit into a
savings account.
* Set up routine Automatic deposits.
* Watch your savings grow!

Coin counting is a free service to our
customers. 7% fee for non-customers.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF

GROTON

161 Main St, Groton, NY
Phone: 607-898-5871

41 South Main Street
Moravia, NY
Phone: 315-497-2707

grotonbank.com

Member FDIC
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The Groton Hotel interior renovation
1S underway

Since Christine Clare Brennan,
owner of The Benn Conger Inn, pur-
chased The Groton Hotel (TGH) in
June 2024, all eyes
have been on that
corner of Main
and East Cortland
Streets, and all ears
have been to the
ground — watching,
listening and wait-
ing for evidence of
its reopening.

As noted in the Nov. 20 edition of
this column, renovations have been
underway since then. Initially, the
exterior was painted by Joseph Riv-
ers Painting, the windows were ex-
tended, the retail space was complete-
ly renovated and Groton Antiques
opened in the building November 1.
That story may be found in the Nov.
6 edition of this column. The exterior
of the landmark building is looking
fabulous, but there is still much to do
before it will be fully functional.

Tim and Theo Bishop of Bishop
Brothers Contracting kicked things
off in December when they turned
what had been a dirt floor with mois-
ture damage into a brand-new con-
crete basement floor on the east side.
They will continue with construc-
tion; in the meantime, Jesse Norton,
architectural designer of the exte-
rior windows, is now designing and
constructing the exterior sign,
which will bear the name “The Gro-
ton Hotel.”

By Linda
Competillo

“Certain things just can’t be
rushed, but the end product will
be something the community
can be proud of.”

DREW CLARE

General Manager, The Benn Conger Inn
and The Groton Hotel

Drew Clare, general manager of
The Benn Conger Inn, who will also
be the general manager of TGH, ex-
plained that the original hope to open
the restaurant in 2025 will be delayed,
but he hopes the sign will be encour-
aging, particularly because they are

keeping the building’s name.

Renovations are taking time, but
worth the end result

“Everything takes time,” Clare
said. “We want to hurry up, but it’s
better to slow down to think things
through. We decided it makes more
sense to start from the third floor
down to do it the right way.”

Thus, progress is underway to
create apartments on the third and
second floors. There will be two 1100
square-foot, two-bedroom apart-
ments on the third floor. The second
floor will house two one-bedroom
units and two furnished short-term
efficiency apartments.

“The short-term rentals will be
ideal for business travelers or people
moving to the area needing a place
briefly,” Clare explained. “They
could rent them for a few months or
weekly, and they will have kitchen-
ettes, bathrooms and shared onsite
laundry facilities. The larger apart-
ments will have their own washers
and dryers and will each have their
own electric meters.”

Clare further explained that the
east wall — closest to the old fire
department building — will have an
enclosed stairwell leading to the
apartments on the south side for
tenant use, while the north side will
house a wood-fired pizza oven for the
restaurant.

Restaurant plans are detailed and
well thought out

“That back area will also be an en-
closed, heated area that will be hand-
icapped-accessible, with an entry to
the dining room, and have outdoor
seating,” Clare said. “The goal is to
have a pickup window back there
also for take-out items.”

The electric service has also been
upgraded. The plan is to keep the
existing kitchen where it is and to
keep the existing bathrooms, but the
owners will also add ADA-compliant
bathrooms and raise the ceiling at
the main entrance.

“We’re going to restore that ceiling
to its former glory,” Clare said, “The
décor of the bar will be like an Irish
pub, and [it] will be called ‘Eddy Bren-

It’s about that time of year...
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Photo by Linda Competillo

Drew Clare, general manager of The Benn Conger Inn, will also become the general manager
of The Groton Hotel (TGH) when it opens once again. Clare is seen here on the third floor of
the TGH, where the interior work is now fully underway.

nan’s Tavern,” named after [Chris
Brennan’s] late husband. We’re con-
sidering all options for the restau-
rant’s theme and décor, but the main
focus right now is restoration. It has
been way more involved than antici-
pated, and we want to have a finished
product from the top down. Much is
going on inside, but it’s all going ac-
cording to plan. Certain things just
can’t be rushed, but the end product
will be something the community can
be proud of. We’re bringing the land-
mark it once was back!

Groton on the Inside appears every
week in Tompkins Weekly. Submit
story ideas to editorial@uvizella-
media.com or text or call Linda at
607-227-4922.

In brief:
Steak’s on!

McLean Community Church, 50
Church St., will offer its famous Del-
monico steak dinner from 4 to 6 p.m.
Saturday, May 17. The $25 dinner also
includes baked potato, salad, vegeta-
ble medley, beverage and homemade
pie! Eat in or take out. Reservations

are highly recommended by May 16
by calling 315-496-9432.

Johnson Museum at Groton Li-
brary

The Groton Public Library wel-
comes Carol Hockett, who will be
teaching Johnson Museum of Art
Printmaking Saturday, May 17 at 11
a.m. Come learn about printmak-
ing. Adults will experiment with
linocut blocks and kids with foam to
make unique prints. This free work-
shop will be in GPL’s Great Room.
Register via director@grotonpubli-
clibrary.org.

Trail Tune-up Day

Groton Recreation is seeking vol-
unteers to help clean up the Groton
Trail System from 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Saturday, May 17. All are welcome,
but volunteers age 14 and under must
be accompanied by a parent. Please
bring your own tools and gloves.
Meet at the Groton Memorial Park
pavilion on Sykes Street and stay for
lunch afterwards. Visit grotonnyrec-
reation.com for details.

SYSTEMS

- Excavation - Lot Clearing

« Drainage - Tree & Stump
» Bull Dozing Removal
« Brush Hog - Top Soil, Cow Manure

- Yard Installations or 50/50 Soil Mix
- Landscaping - Fence Installations
- Stone Driveways - Post Holes

LAND MAINTENANCE

PROUD TO ROLLBACK
MULCH PRICES TO
A10 YEAR LOW!

BARK MULCH

Single Ground $23 cubic yd
Double Ground $28 cubic yd

FREE DELIVERY

Stone - #1, #2 or crusher run and more 2 R
— Red, Black or Wood Chips —

Robert E. Munson (Bob), Owner / Max Fedrizzi, Operator

in most cases or
appointments for pickup

831 Buck Road, Groton
(607) 533-7580

LandMaintenanceSystems.com

Free Estimates - Fully Insured
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though we wanted to. One of our aspi-
rations is, as it’s removed, to preserve
portions of it and to figure out how a
local artist or another company might
be able to repurpose it.”

“We are in a state where we've
got this amazing resource
in the form of these historic
buildings, and we really need to
find people go on the journey
with us, and FOUND is game.”

ROBERT LEWIS

Development Project Manager for
SouthWorks, SHIFT Capital

Ithaca’s displaced antique mall
FOUND a home

What is the biggest goal this summer
for SouthWorks, Ithaca’s sprawling
industrial complex-turned would-be
mixed used community of the future
(with the best view in town)?

“Getting FOUND into their space,”
said Robert Lewis, development project
manager for SouthWorks.

Currently, there is fire safety and
sprinkler work happening at the
site, located in the former Morse
Chain/Emerson Power facility at
640 S. Aurora St., with the majori-
ty of the work to transform FOUND
in Ithaca’s new 20,000 square-foot
space, scheduled to take place
this summer.

The construction company is USC
Builds, which will be working on the
project with CJS Architects. Both com-
panies are based in Rochester.

Lewis said the new store will likely
open by late summer/early fall and that
its relocation to the space is one of the
first steps in a long process that would
transform the 850,000-square-foot for-
mer industrial facility on South Hill
into a new neighborhood that would
include retail and industrial space,
restaurants and new housing develop-
ment.

FOUND in Ithaca is a multi-dealer
antique and vintage marketplace with
about 45 dealers that assemble an ev-
er-changing array of hand-picked items
encompassing a broad range of styles,
including furniture that is 19th-centu-
ry-formal in style, mid-century, cottage
style and industrial, as well as glass,
pottery, estate and vintage jewelry, vin-
tage clothing and art.

“We are very excited,” Lewis said
about SouthWorks providing a new
space for FOUND, which is more than
double the size of the 7,000-square-foot
warehouse the store occupied at its for-
mer location on Cherry Street.

“We are in a state where we’ve got
this amazing resource in the form of
these historic buildings, and we really
need to find people go on the journey
with us, and FOUND is game,” he said.
“FOUND is happy to be in an industrial
space, and they’ve been in an industri-
al space before. They are the right fit to
help us walk this path together.”

The new location will allow the mar-
ketplace to have more booths, cases
and back-of-house space. “It will give
them a more flexible space, and it’s just
a real expansion of their operation,”
Lewis said.

FOUND’s Cherry Street property
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was recently purchased by Tompkins
County for the purpose of constructing
a new homeless shelter.

“They were in a tough spot,” Lew-
is said. “They needed to find a new
home, and find something that worked
for them from a retail perspective, and
we were happy to come up with some-
thing that, from a retail perspective,
made sense.”

The financial aspects of FOUND’s
relocation are “all buttoned up,” Lew-
is said. “We got the financing,” he said,
“and we're ready to go.”

The location is on the downhill edge
of the historic buildings on Lower
Morse Road.

“It’s sitting there with a pretty com-
manding view of the city with the lake
right there,” Lewis said. “It’s perfect.”

“This whole [SouthWorks] project
could take a decade, so the journey
from here to there is going to involve
making this place feel like a real place
where people are welcome, where there
is something exciting going on,” he
added. “FOUND in many ways is the
first step in that, and we’re excited for
the next one.”

The next tenants likely to move in
are a day care provider and an industri-
al tenant, but Lewis is not able to give
more details at this time.

Parking for FOUND will be right next
to the store, with access where the Em-
erson Power sign is currently.

“Bear right, and you’ll be at FOUND,”
Lewis said.

Though it is somewhat tucked away
as the first big SouthWorks tenant, the
hope is that people will embrace the
store as a destination, much as they did
at its former location.

“We are certainly trying to make sure
we do what we need to do to make sure
FOUND is publicized and visible and
accessible,” Lewis said. “We need them
to be successful. Every bit as much as
they need us, we need them, and we're
so excited to make this work for them.”

Other projects that are underway
right now:
The Aurora apartments

Those driving through Ithaca on
Route 13 have likely noticed the con-
struction happening near GreenStar
and the new Cayuga Medical Build-
ing — it’s hard to miss. The building
going up this summer is The Aurora,
a new residential building located at
201 and 301 Cayuga Park Lane, which
will feature 1-, 2- and 3-bedroom apart-
ments, as well as a fitness club and sec-
ond-floor elevated sun deck and pool
with a lounge.

The Aurora’s 141 upscale apart-
ments, which will sit atop 17,000 feet
of rental and commercial space, range
in size from 567-square-foot studios to
1,325-square-foot three-bedroom units.

There are nine “build to suit” com-
mercial spaces located below the apart-
ments. The project is slated to be move-
in ready by early 2026.

The Breeze apartments

Construction at the Breeze, a resi-
dential building going up at the former
Ithaca Gun Factory overlooking Ithaca
Falls, is also underway.

The market-rate and affordable apart-
ment community will offer studios,
one-bedroom apartments and two-bed-
room apartments, all with individual
balconies.

An original factory smokestack
will remain as an historic landmark,

o

Photo by Joe Scaglione

The Aurora apartments, 141 upscale apartments on South Meadow Street, are under
construction and expected to be move-in-ready early next year.

Photo by Joe Scaglione

Construction at the Breeze, a mix of market rate and affordable apartments going up at the

former Ithaca Gun Factory, is underway.

and plans include a publicly acces-
sible walkway to an overlook above
Ithaca Falls.

The project has been in the works
for decades, with the federal Environ-
mental Protection Agency spending
$4.2 million for partial cleanup of the
site in 2004.

In March 2021, a remedial action
work plan was submitted to the state.
In December 2021, 121-125 Lake Street
LLC, owned by Todd Fox, acquired the
site, with Visum Development Group
LLC as the new developer.

Construction is expected to be com-
plete later this year.

CONGRATULATIONS
ADAM & TONYA ENGST

Tompkins
Weekly

HOMETOWN
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TIRELESSLY TO ENRICH THE COMMUNITY
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Guthrie Cardiac and Vascular Gare
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Welcoming Dr. Ravi Akula to Ithaca and Cortland

Guthrie is proud to welcome Ravi Akula, MD, MBA, FACC, FASNC, to our cardiology team. A trusted physician in the Southern Tier for
years, Dr. Akula is now bringing his expertise to Guthrie patients at Guthrie Ithaca Hanshaw Road and Guthrie Cortland Cardiology.

Dr. Akula specializes in advanced care, including:
* Echocardiography * Nuclear cardiology
* Non-invasive cardiology e Cardiac CT and MRI

We look forward to Dr. Akula providing personalized, high-quality care to our patients in Ithaca and Cortland.

[ To schedule an appointment, call 866-GUTHRIE (B66-488-4743) or visit www.Guthrie.oro. ]

]
Visit Our Website www.Guthrie.org Medical Minds Podcast www.Guthrie.org/MedicalMinds @ Electronic Medical Record www.eGuthrie.org
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KEY MATCHUPS: 5/15 Softball: Lansing vs. TBD (IAC Championship @ Watkins Glen)
« 5/17 Baseball: Trumansburg vs. TBD (IAC Championship @ Watkins Glen)
« 5/17 Boys Lacrosse: Ithaca vs. Maine-Endwell

Tom Ford concludes Cornell baseball coaching career

2025 marks the end of two long
coaching careers at Cornell Uni-
versity. Of course there’s Mike
Schafer, the head
coach of men’s
hockey who retired
after 30 years lead-
ing his alma mater
to countless con-
ference titles and
NCAA Tournament
appearances. Over
on the diamond, an-
other coach is hanging up the cleats
after 35 years on East Hill.

By Ryan Gineo
ESPN ITHACA

“The quality of guys that have
come and played for us, |
think that’s the biggest thing
that’s kept me here.”

TOM FORD
Head Coach, Cornell Baseball

May 4 was the 1,295th and final
game for Tom Ford coaching the
baseball team. He was the head
coach of the Big Red from 1991 to
2008 before becoming the associate
head coach under Bill Walkenbach
and Dan Pepicelli. Cornell has al-
ways felt like home since Ford is
from nearby Trumansburg. But the
players have been the main reason
why he’s called Cornell home for
over three decades.

“They just really made this such
a special experience for me,” Ford
said. “They’re just solid people. 1
would bring my kids up to practice
when they were young and they
would take them under their wing
so it was kind of like I had a family
at home and I had a family here, too.
The quality of guys that have come
and played for us, I think that’s the

biggest thing that’s kept me here.”

Since Ford announced his re-
tirement back in December, he’s
received a tremendous amount of
support with many former players
reaching back out to him and giv-
ing him their well wishes. As for
the current team, they planned
something truly special for his fi-
nal weekend of coaching.

The night before the Big Red’s
series finale against Princeton,
Ford was waiting around for a
team meeting when his whole fam-
ily came in to surprise him. That’s
when Pepicelli told Ford about the
Tom Ford “#14 Legacy” Program.
Each fall, the coaching staff will
pick a player who best personifies a
tough mindset and daily dedication
to improving to wear the number-14
jersey for the upcoming season.
The player will also have his name
on the Wall of Honor inside the bat-
ting tunnels at Booth Field.

“It really touched me,” Ford said.
“It’s just a huge, huge honor that
I guess maybe I won’t be forgotten
here, but just that idea of someone
who thinks that you had something
to do with the guys’ work ethic and
things like that. It was a surprise
and one of the biggest honors I
think I’ve ever received.”

Before coming to East Hill, Ford
spent 14 years coaching on South
Hill for Ithaca College baseball,
with 10 of those years as his alma
mater’s pitching coach. That over-
lapped with his high school coach-
ing career, leading Lansing’s foot-
ball program from 1984 to 1990.
It might seem pretty challenging
coaching different sports at the
same time as well as coaching high-
er school and college student-ath-

See BASEBALL on pg 10
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Photo by Anika Kolanu/Cornell Athletics

Tom Ford (left) poses with his #14 jersey alongside his wife Kristen (right). Ford
concluded his 35th and final season coaching the Cornell baseball team, having
been the head coach from 1991 to 2008 and the associate head coach since 2008.

Ithaca College women’s lacrosse, softball claim
conference crowns

By Ryan Gineo
ESPN ITHACA

As the college sports season winds
down, there’s been plenty to celebrate
on South Hill all year long. In the fall,
three Ithaca College teams—field hock-
ey, volleyball, and women’s soccer cap-
tured Liberty League championships.
In the winter, three more teams—
men’s basketball, women’s swimming
and diving, and women’s indoor track
and field—also claimed conference ti-
tles while Kailee Payne won two more
diving national championships. This
spring, it’s been more of the same suc-
cess to close out the school year.

May 14, 2025

Women’s lacrosse captured its sec-
ond straight Liberty League title after
taking down Union College on May 4
at afoggy Higgins Stadium. The Bomb-
ers managed to repeat as champions
in a bit of a different way from last
year. In 2024, the Bombers steamroll-
ed their way to the title, going unde-
feated against conference opponents.
This year, they lost six games during
the regular season and three against
Liberty League teams. Kaitlyn Russell
was instrumental in both triumphs as
a defender, and she agreed that this
year’s title was more of an uphill bat-
tle.

“This year, coming off of a winning

season last year was different com-
ing in, and it was definitely more of
a fight,” Russell said. “But I think we
really rose to that challenge and decid-
ed halfway through the season that we
were going to battle, we were ready to
go, and we were going to pick up the
intensity and play fast.”

The Bombers had a different look
from last season, losing a trio of First
Team All-Liberty League selections—
attacker Maizy Veitch and midfielders
Sydney Phillips and Caroline Wise—as
well as starting goalie Lexi Held. But
experienced players like Russell along
with other players stepping up com-
bined to keep up its postseason glory.

That experience really came into play
in the Liberty League tournament.
In both the semifinal against RIT and
the championship against Union,
the Bombers came out on top by just
one goal.

“I think it’s perseverance and com-
posure,” Russell said. “Composure
has been a really big piece for us. In
those big games and things get really
stressful, we got to be composed with
the ball and off of the ball and making
sure that we’re communicating with
each other and trying not to get fouls
in those last couple of seconds and just

See ITHACA College on pg 10
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making sure we’re composed and our
communication is going to be where
we need it to be. I think that was the
biggest piece in those last two games
for us.”

That led the Bombers back into the
NCAA Tournament. Things started
off strong in the first round with a
17-13 win over Oswego. But they had
the great misfortune of playing at the
three-time defending national champi-
ons Middlebury College in the second
round, where their fantastic season
came to an end.

“This year, coming off of a
winning season last year was
different coming in, and it was
definitely more of a fight.”

KAITLYN RUSSELL

Defender, Ithaca College Women'’s
Lacrosse

Joining women’s lacrosse with a
Liberty League crown is softball. The
Bombers won their first conference ti-
tle since 2019 after going 3-0 in tourney
play. After holding on to beat Skidmore
4-3 in the opening round, they then de-
feated hosts Rochester 3-1 to punch its
ticket to the championship. Needing
just one win over RPI, the Bombers
took care of business with an 8-0 shut-
out of the Engineers.

One of the main catalysts for the
Bombers’ triumph was Cate Murray.
The junior is in her first season on
South Hill after transferring from Di-

vision I softball at Colgate. Murray has
made an instant impact, leading the
Bombers with a .376 batting average,
a .449 on-base percentage, and a .541
slugging percentage. Murray attribut-
ed her stellar hitting to her mentality
at the plate.

“It’s just trusting the process, trust-
ing my bat, trusting my hands, and
also just having fun up there,” Murray
said. “I love to get on base. I always say
I’d rather just be able to base run, be-
cause I think that’s the most fun. But
it’s just having each other’s back. Sela
Scheinman’s leading off so if Shei-
la gets on, I'm up. My goal is to move
her over as much as I can and do what
I can to help the team. I think for me,
it’s just being able to get up there and
have my teammates back, no matter
what that looks like or how I can do it.”

The Bombers’ outstanding hitting is
complemented by the dominant pitch-
ing duo of Anna Cornell and Mady
Rowell. The former is the all-time
strikeouts leader in program history
and was named the tournament’s Most
Outstanding Player.

“Anna’s a competitor,” Murray said.
“She gets up on that man, and it’s you
versus her. She wants to win that more
than anything. And her and Mady do
a really good job at getting up in these
really tough positions and it’s game
faces. You can’t tell if they’re nervous,
if they’re scared. There’s nothing.
They’re up there to win, and they’re up
there to compete. To play for them and
want to win for them, it’s awesome.”

The Bombers will host regional play
in the NCAA Tournament, which be-
gins on May 15. The other teams in
their region are Springfield, UMass
Boston, and Texas Lutheran.

Photo by John Brehm

Groton’s Ross Bush is one of many standout distance runners on the outdoor track
and field team this season. The junior is coming off a stellar indoor season where

he broke multiple school records.

BASEBALL

Continued from pg 9

letes, but Ford kept things simple.
“Coaching is coaching, no mat-
ter what level you’re on,” Ford
said. “It’s just finding what level
you want to keep them accountable
to achieve. You certainly want to
bring the best out of each player,
but you got to teach the skills that
are going to make that happen.
If I'm expecting guys to do some-
thing that they’re just not capable
of doing and just keep pounding
on them, then obviously we’re not

going to get too much. Coaching is
coaching, but that teaching part of
it to get to that level is going to be
helpful.”

No matter what sport or what age
group, Ford has found the most re-
warding thing over his nearly 50
years of coaching is building rela-
tionships and watching them im-
prove each and every day.

“To be honest, I always thought—
and I still think—I'm just doing my
job,” Ford said. “But to think that
by doing your job that you had an
effect on these young guys, they’re
sharper. I don’t care whether it was
at Lansing or Ithaca or wherever,

* Financial Planning *
* Fiduciary & Fee-Only
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but just doing your job the best you
can, developing a relationship so
you can communicate with them
as you’re trying to coach them
and just building that is [very
rewarding].”

There were plenty of successful
achievements across Ford’s exten-
sive coaching career. There was
the 2012 Ivy League title at Cornell.
There were the two national cham-
pionships at Ithaca College in 1980
and 1988. There was also getting to
a Section IV football championship
while at Lansing. But the most last-
ing memories for Ford are the ones
spent in the batting cages.
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“The memories I’ve had especial-
ly these last 10 years of just being
in the cages, hitting with guys and
working with them and not talking
just about the baseball part of it
[but also] talking about what their
family is doing and what they’re
going to do after they get out of
here,” Ford said. “When I look back
at those conversations and those
interactions, they’re pretty pre-
cious memories. But I wouldn’t give
back the titles and all that stuff and
the wins because we certainly had
some good times, had some bad
times. But looking back now, we’re
all better for it.”

Dignified Cremation
Euthanasia Services
Online Planning | Memorializa
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TRAINS, PLANES,
and AUTO-MOBILES

The History Center in Tompkins County
Wed-Sat, 10am-6pm
110 N Tioga, Ithaca

CHﬁfST
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Chemung Canal
Sponsored by: == Trust Company

Community Events

WEDNESDAY 5/14

Senior & Student Day at the BOOK SALE

May 14 @ 10:00 am - 8:00 pm Free

Senior Day & Student Night at the Friends of the Library
Book Sale, 509 Esty St, Ithaca: On Wednesday, May 14,
older adults (age 60+) and anyone with a disability may
shop from 10am to 4pm. Students (age 16+ with school
ID) are welcome 4-8pm. 100,000 gently used books, DVDs,
CDs, puzzles, games & more, sorted into over 70 subjects
for easy shopping. For more information, visit www.
booksale.org

Regina Lennox Book Sale Bldg 509 Esty St Ithaca, 14850

VENISSA SANTI 3RIO AFRO-CUBAN MUSIC EVENT

May 14 @7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Experience the captivating sound of Venissa Santi,a Cuban-
American vocalist and composer whose unique blend
of jazz, Afro-Cuban traditions, and original songwriting
creates an unforgettable musical experience. A Pew Fellow
in Folk and Traditional Arts, Venissa has studied in Cuba and
released two critically acclaimed albums, Bienvenida and
Big Stuff: Afro-Cuban Holiday, earning praise from the likes
of Rubén Blades and Danilo Pérez. Join Venissa and her trio,
featuring Michael Stark on piano and Olive Mitra on drums,
as they perform new music and prepare for their upcoming
album.

Non-alcoholic beverages available at the cash bar. Immerse
yourself in the rhythms of Afro-Cuban music and enjoy an
evening of cultural celebration.

Orozco Gallery 115 S Cayuga St Ithaca, 14850

THURSDAY 5/15

ARTIST TALKS & WORKSHOPS NIGHT

May 15 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Join us for a night of creativity, storytelling, and hands-on
learning with two incredible textile artists.

Learn more + optional RSVP: orozcogallery.com

Sign  up for events: https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflVsoROaEbaO4ndzigdS4sj_
YzbsM9tlaWqJAH8KgbmM503Q/viewform?usp=preview
Orozco Gallery 115 S Cayuga St Ithaca, 14850

FRIDAY 5/16

Garden Fair and Plant Sale

May 16 @ 1:00 pm - 7:00 pm

One of the Finger Lakes' most highly anticipated gardening
events, the Garden Fair & Plant Sale features a wide
variety of vendors who offer plants, garden accessories,
and gardening advice. Plants for sale include heirloom
vegetables, colorful annuals, fragrant herbs, hanging
baskets, flowering shrubs, hardy roses, fruit trees,
evergreens, and specialty perennials.

CCE Tompkins Master Gardeners Volunteers participate
in the sale to raise funds for their program and share
their gardening knowledge. You can buy raffle tickets to
win prizes provided by our vendors at the CCE office (615
Willow St, Ithaca) ahead of time or at the sale. Tickets are
1for $1, 6 for $5, or 15 for $10. You need not be present at
time of drawing to win. Visitors are encouraged to bring
carts or wagons to aid in transporting their plant purchases
to their cars. Admission is FREE!

Ithaca Farmers Market Steamboat Landing, 545 3rd Street
Ithaca, 14850

ARTIST WORKSHOPS NIGHT

May 16 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Come connect with community and creativity during this
special evening of artist talks and interactive workshops
featuring two incredible fiber artists: Bevi Wallenstein
(Bevi) Bevi's art is inspired by the natural world and
explores organic forms through fiber. During this workshop,
participants will learn about her creative process and get to
try hands-on weaving using cardboard looms and yarn. All
materials provided.

Sarah Lopez Sarah invites you to explore themes of
resilience and growth through fiber. Hear about her artistic
journey and join ina hands-on activity that weaves together
storytelling and textile art. All materials provided. Guided
by local Latine artists All ages welcome, no experience
necessary

Non-alcoholic drinks, cash bar, all ages welcome!

Made possible by Yen Ospina & her nomadic Orozco Gallery,
Latino Civic Association, and the Cornell Rural Humanities

May 14, 2025

grant, and Einhorn Center for Community Engagement
Learn more + optional RSVP: orozcogallery.com

Sign  up for events: https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflVsoROaEbaO4ndzigdS4sj_
YzbsM9tlaWgJAH8KgbmM503Q/viewform?usp=preview
Orozco Gallery 115 S Cayuga St Ithaca, 14850

SATURDAY 5/17

Final Weekend Friends of the Library BOOK SALE

May 17 @ 10:00 am - May 20 @ 8:00 pm Free

Final weekend of the Friends of the Library Book Sale at
509 Esty St, Ithaca. Saturday May 17 to Tuesday May 20,
hours: 10am-8pm. Thousands of books, DVDs, CDs &
more. Prices start at 50 cents and drop daily. On Monday,
May 19, all items on the main floor are just 10 cents each!
On Tuesday, May 20, BYO reusable shopping bag and fill
it up for $1. For more information, visit www.booksale.org.
Regina Lennox Book Sale Bldg 509 Esty St Ithaca, 14850

Senator Lea Webb's Community Office Hours &
Maternal Mental Health Event

May 17 @ 11:00 am - 1:00 pm Free

Please join the Office of New York State Senator Lea
Webb for “Community Office Hours” on May 17th, 2025,
from 11 AM- 1 PM at the Ulysses Philomathic Library in
Trumansburg, NY. Senator Webb's constituent services
team will be on hand to assist the community with
issues they are experiencing, including unemployment,
housing, healthcare, utility bills, EBT/WIC/SNAP, and
more. A registered nurse from Tompkins County Whole
Health Moms + will be present to share resources with
the community. NAMI Fingerlakes will be present to share
mental health resources. The Mental Health Association of
Tompkins County will be present to promote mental health
recovery and prevent mental iliness.

Ulysses Philomathic Library 74 E Main St Trumansburg,
14886

VOICES Multicultural Chorus Spring Concert - “For the
Birds”

May 17 @ 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm

VOICES Multicultural Chorus Spring Concert — “For the
Birds" Enjoy our diverse repertoire under the theme “For
the Birds," celebrating musical motifs inspired by animals
and nature. Freewill admission; $15 suggested.

First Baptist Church In Ithaca at Dewitt Park

309 N CAYUGA ST BEHIND THE COURTHOUSE

Ithaca, 14850

FUNDRAISING SOIREE FOR THE LATINO CIVIC
ASSOCIATION

May 17 @ 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm $5

Join us for an unforgettable evening of celebration and
support as we raise funds for the Latino Civic Association
(LCA)! Together, we are building a stronger, more vibrant
future for our Latine community in Tompkins County and
beyond. Enjoy delicious catering by Zdcalo, and sip on

.2025

PAVILION

NEWROOTSSCHOOL.ORG/ROOTSTOCK

refreshing non-alcoholic drinks as we come together to
make a lasting impact.

Every dollar raised will go directly toward LCA's future
programming, including artist events, youth workshops,
cultural festivals, and community outreach initiatives
that uplift and empower our community. Sliding Scale
Donation: $20 - $50 Make a difference and be a part of
shaping the future of the Latine community! Made possible
by Yen Ospina & her nomadic Orozco Gallery, Latino Civic
Association, and the Cornell Rural Humanities grant.
Orozco Gallery 115 S Cayuga St Ithaca, 14850

Spring Concert

May 17 @ 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm Free

The Trumansburg Community Chorus spring concerts are
scheduled for the weekend of May 17-18!

First Presbyterian Church of Ulysses 69 East Main Street
Trumansburg, 14836

SUNDAY 5/18

Dryden Little League Golf Tournament

May 18 @ 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

4 person Captain & Crew golf tournament at Stonehedges
golf course in Groton on May 18th at 8:00AM to support
Dryden Little League baseball and softball. $300 per team
includes greens fees, carts, door prizes, gift bags, longest
drive and closest to the pin prizes, and dinner after golf.
Optional raffles for great prizes, and a 50/50 putting
contest. For more info, email Bill Hughes at mrusel3@
gmail.com.

Stonehedges Golf Course 549 Stevens Rd Groton, 13073

Eero Kilpi - Finlandia Foundation Speaker of the Year
May 18 @ 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm Free

The Finger Lakes Finns will host Eero Kilpi, Finlandia
Foundation National Lecturer of the Year. The public is
invited to hear Mr. Kilpi's lecture, “Sauna Lost in Translation:
Restoring Finnishness to a Global Tradition,” which explores
the history of global bathing cultures, from Lakota sweat
lodges to Japanese onsen. Eero delves into how Finnish
traditions can reclaim their central role in sauna culture
in the United States, offering a thought-provoking journey
through the past and future of this cherished practice.
Newfield Fire Hall 77 Main Street Newfield, 14867

Spring Concert

May 18 @ 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm Free

Please join us for our annual spring concert. Concerts are
free, however, donations are always appreciated. All ages
are welcome.

First Presbyterian Church Of Ulysses 69 East Main Street
Trumansburg, 14336

Choral Concert: Grant Us Peace — Dona Nobis Pacem
May 18 @ 4:00 pm - 5:30 pm $15

Immerse yourself in a moving collaboration featuring
Vaughan Williams' poignant “Dona Nobis Pacem” and
selections from Cherubini's powerful Requiem in C minor.
The Cayuga Vocal Ensemble, Onondaga Civic Symphony
Orchestra, and Syracuse Chorale join forces to present
these profound works exploring themes of peace and
remembrance.

First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca 315 N Cayuga St. Ithaca,
14350

LILPAD PUPPET THEATRE: ALFONSO'S MINIATURE
ORCHESTRA

May 18 @ 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm $3

Join us for a magical puppet show perfect for children
and families! Alfonso’s Miniature Orchestra tells the
heartwarming story of Alfonso, a young boy living with
his grandmother in Southern Spain who isn't allowed
to study music—until he meets Rosita, a guitar master
who reveals the instrument’s secrets. This performance
introduces classical music to kids through enchanting
hand puppets and shadow puppetry, featuring music
from Spanish masters like Grenados, Albeniz, and Tarrega.
The show is complemented by live music from classically
trained guitarist Matthew Ocone, making it a truly unique
experience for all. Great intro to classical music for kids
Hand puppets & shadow puppetry bring the story to life
Non-alcoholic drinks, cash bar, all ages welcome! Made
possible by Yen Ospina & her nomadic Orozco Gallery,
Latino Civic Association, and the Cornell Rural Humanities
grant, Einhorn Center for Community Engagement

Orozco Gallery 115 S Cayuga St Ithaca, 14850

MONDAY 5/19

The Harlem Wizards vs. Newfield Teachers basketball
game

May 19 @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

The world famous Harlem Wizards invite you and the whole
family to join them for a night of tricks, hoops, and alley-
oops when they take on Newfield teachers! The game
begins at 6:30PM and the doors will open at 5:30 PM. Be
sure to purchase your tickets in advance. See you at the
game!

Newfield High School Sue France Gym

247 Main Street Newfield, 14867

TUESDAY 5/20

Comic Book Club Meeting on Tuesday, 5/20/2025 —
“Marvel's Thunderbolt*s, Then and Now!” 7-8 PM, at
the Tompkins County Public Library, at the Schwarz
Jacobson Room

May 20 @ 7:00 pm Free

The team of the Thunderbolts is relatively new in the Marvel
Universe — the original characters debuted in the comic
books in 1997, in an issue of The Incredible Hulk — but
the team has been through many intriguing changes over
the years. At the meeting on May 20, 2025 of the Comic
Book Club of Ithaca, we will take a look at the evolution of
the team that now stars in the latest movie from the MCU.
Whether you have been reading their adventures all along,
or encountered a trailer for the movie just yesterday, drop
by the meeting — which will be a movie no-spoiler zone, just
in case — to share your favorite iterations of the characters!

tompkinsweekly.com/
event-submission/
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Activities

COMICS & sackvou

RECIPE OF THE WEEK

'HOROSCOPE

* Week of
May 11to17, 2025

ARIES

You may feel overwhelmed by the ups
and downs in your love life or challenges
in your career this week. You may feel
like running away from your problems.
To avoid confusion, resist the urge to let
impulsiveness drive your decisions.

TAURUS

You may be faced with the challenge of
bringing together individuals or groups of
people with differing interests. However,
with the right arguments, it's possible to
achieve the improbable. The key is to re-

Wwe +think Yau Fwo would make 2

nice p 2ar !

POTSTICKERS

Ingredients:

spect each other’s points of view. g M/MM/ Filling; -Wrapper:
GEMINI -1/2Ib ground pork (or chicken) - 24 round dumpling wrappers
It's time to reassess your social circle, es- -Leupfinely chopped napa -For Cooking:
pecially if some friends act like parasites cabbage - 2thsp vegetable oil
and drain your energy. Give yourself a - 2 green onions, finely chopped -1/2 cup water
moment to relax and indulge in therapeu- - 1tbsp soy sauce
tic activities that rejuvenate you. - 1tsp sesame oil - Dipping Sauce:

- 1tsp grated fresh ginger -2 tbsp soy sauce
CANCER pperated oo e s sy
Believing in yourself is crucial for reach- 1540\16 gair]_lc, mince 1 Sﬁlrlc_tle vme_gar |
ing your goals. Remind yourself of your -1/4tsp white pepper - Ltsp chili il (optional)
capabilities, and you’ll feel a sense of . .
pride in your accomplishments. Directions:

1. Make Filling: In a bowl, mix ground pork, cabbage, green onions,
soy sauce, sesame oil, ginger, garlic, and white pepper until well
combined.

2. Assemble Potstickers: Place a wrapper on a clean surface.
Spoon 1 tsp of filling into the center. Wet the edges with water, fold
in half, and pinch to seal, creating pleats if desired. Repeat with
remaining wrappers.

3. Cook Potstickers: Heat 1 thsp vegetable oil in a large nonstick
skillet over medium-high heat. Add half the potstickers, flat side
down, and cook for 2-3 minutes until golden. Pour in 1/4 cup
water, cover, and steam for 5-6 minutes until cooked through.
Uncover and cook 1-2 minutes to crisp the bottoms. Repeat with
remaining potstickers.

4. Make Dipping Sauce: In a small bowl, mix soy sauce, rice
vinegar, and chili oil (if using).

5. Serve: Enjoy hot potstickers with dipping sauce for a crispy,
savory bite!

LEO

This week, you'll devote your time and
energy to someone close to you and the
improvement of your living environment.
You'll be inspired to take a new approach
to life and find joy in the little moments.

VIRGO

Be careful not to speak unwisely this
week. Don’t reveal any secrets. You
may have to interact with someone with
limited language skills, which could lead
to misunderstandings.

LIBRA

You'll find the financial resources you
need for an ambitious project. Whether
you're investing in real estate or starting a
new business, you'll be successful. Your
words will attract attention.

SCORPIO

Now is the perfect time to book your ACROSS

summer vacation. Adventure is calling! 1. Rock back and 25. Attach a label, 49. Auction
You'll be guided to exciting new places forth ) again 50. Unexciting
and experiences. Remember to prepare 5. Shoemaker'stool  27.Leading lady 51.Allow

essential documents like your passport.

SAGITTARIUS

If you're feeling more exhausted than
usual, heed the message your body is
sending and take a step back. It's also im-
portant to prioritize rest to recharge your
energy and maintain your vitality.

CAPRICORN

Where romance is concerned, you may
experience love at first sight. You'll de-
vote more time to enriching your social
life, even if stress-induced fatigue tries to
hold you back.

AQUARIUS

At work, you'll be overwhelmed by heavy
responsibilities. Embrace these chal-
lenges despite the difficulty, as they could
bring promising opportunities that lead to
awell-deserved promotion.

PISCES

This year, you'll take the lead in planning
a summer vacation with family and close
friends. Expect unforgettable moments
and seize every opportunity for adventure
that comes your way.

8. Toothed tools

12.Candy
13.Briny deep

14.Hurt
15.Parts of a circle

16.Large kettle
18.See ya!
19.Ravine

20.Break a fast

21.Disagreement

23."__ ,two,
three, four”

DOWN

Wound cover
. Uneasy

. Forefather, e.g.
. Proposal reply

. Broad tie

. Chuckled

. Dejected
Property measure
0.Rider’s
command
11. Wired

1.
2
3
4
5
6. Have on
7
8
9.
1

17.Look slyly
19. Wisecrack

22.Flower
24.Card game

31.Golf-bag item
32.Male parent
33.Be informed
about
34.Herb for
garnishing
36.Sill
37.Although
38.Exhaust
39.Totally
42.Got along
44, Mushroom top
47.Properties

25.Shred
26. Historic epoch
27.Forage grass
28.Improper
29.Seasonal
beverage
30.Woolly mom
32.Fine points
35.Remaining
36.Hat
38.Peevish
39. Garfunkel
etal.
40.Ballerina’s jump
41.Fancy fabric

52.Division word
53.Went hastily
54, Star’s locale
55. Traffic sign

43, Stink

45, Certain choir
member

46.Drop heavily

48.Took by the
hand

49.Female sib

BIG WIRELESS COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today

Leaf¢Filter

8202 10

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*
"’ Promo: 285

+ See Representatie for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligaton estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit
approval. Call for details. AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA (127230, ID RCE-51604, LA
559544, MA 176447, MD MHICIT1225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300325, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT
226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, N 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H52229, O 218294, PA 179643,
069383, Rl GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNWB22J, WV WN0S6912.

BEFORE

AFTER

FULL SERVICE
GUTTER PROTECTION

Gonsumer Cellular

12 Tompkins Weekly May 14, 2025



Brief

Jamie Perkins announces candidacy for
Legislature District 8

Lansing Democrat Jamie Perkins
has announced his candidacy for
Tompkins County Legislature Dis-
trict 8. Perkins has lived in Lansing
for over a decade and is a life-long
resident of Tompkins County. His
commitment is also reflected in his
family. Perkins’ two children attend
Lansing Elementary School, and both
his father and father-in-law worked at
Cargill in Lansing. Perkins has a vest-
ed interest in the safety and success
of the community.

When asked why he is running for
Tompkins County Legislature, Per-
kins stated, “I'm running for County
Legislature because I have young chil-
dren, and I want to make this commu-
nity a better place for them and for all
of Lansing’s residents. I met person-
ally with many of my Lansing neigh-
bors, collecting nearly three times the
number of required signatures. I lis-
tened to my neighbors’ concerns and
will work to address these concerns

as a county legislator. We all deserve
a living wage, affordable housing and
a safe community, and I look forward
to representing my neighbors’ inter-
ests once elected.”

Perkins brings 20+ years of experi-
ence in the public safety and security
sectors. Perkins integrates his profes-
sional experience into his vision for
County Legislature. Perkins’ vision
includes maintaining Cargill as a key
employer operating in Lansing, ensur-
ing safety for all Lansing residents,
focusing on housing affordability, and
improving awareness of community
resources available to county resi-
dents. Perkins’ public service record
speaks to his depth of commitment to
serving all Lansing residents. Perkins
is a former Trustee for the Village of
Groton, where he also served as Dep-
uty Mayor and Police Commissioner.
His dedication to community service
is further evidenced by his tenure at
the Groton Fire Department, where

he served as an EMT, fire police, and
eventually as President of his compa-
ny within the Department.

Peter Meskill, Town of Lansing res-
ident and Former Tompkins County
Sheriff, says, “Jamie Perkins has a vi-
sion and will represent us well.”

“Jamie welcomes a challenge and
invests time and effort to creatively
address those challenges. I also wel-
comed working with him as he con-
stantly accomplished fulfilling his
objectives while still caring for his
people,” says Bill Talbot, retired Vice
President Budget and Finance, Tomp-
kins Cortland Community College.

Perkins has extensive experience in
budget planning, with more than 20
years in the field. Perkins aims to use
his fiscal responsibility to cut costs
and still provide a high quality of ser-
vices to the community. Perkins’ can-
didacy represents a commitment to
safety, affordability, and community
awareness, with the promise of lever-

Photo provided
Jamie Perkins, a Democrat from Lansing,
recently announced his candidacy for
Tompkins County Legislature District 8.

aging his extensive experience to ben-
efit the residents of Tompkins County
Legislature District 8.

EDUCATION

Continued from pg 4

because I believe it is pivotal for our chil-
dren to be successful in school through
community involvement as well as a
positive learning environment. I wish to
continue this success within the district
as well as ensure fiscal responsibility
and accountability throughout the dis-
trict. As a potential school board mem-
ber, I hope to make a difference for not
just our present students and families,
but to maintain traditions of the past, fo-
cus on our present and work towards a
greater future for all who already do and
who will call our community home.”

Christiane Linster
Linster is a professor of neurobiology

and behavior at Cornell University.

“I have been an educator for much of
my adult life and know firsthand how
important local public education is for
academic and professional success.
What we give our children throughout
their formative years shapes their belief
in themselves, their ability to interact
with others, and their ability to shape
their own life. I have seen the importance
of flexibility in our school system and to
what degree the willingness of school
systems to adapt and be supportive is
crucial for kids with trauma. I believe
that all kids are willing and able to learn
as long as we help them remove hurdles
that are in their way. I am a strong be-
liever in public education, among other
reasons because the diversity of our
students and staff population creates
opportunities for multiple views that are

TRUMANSBURG
WINESPIRITS

Route 96, Trumansburg
next to Shur Save

607-387-1010
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crucial for creative and innovative ways
to educate our children. I am wishing to
be a member of the Dryden Board of Ed-
ucation to support public education and
enhance the opportunities we give our
students with respect to academics and
social development. I have lived in the
town of Dryden for 25 years and wish to
give back to the community.”

Christina Cushman

Cushman is the owner and manager of
Connected Stitches Yarn & Fiber Shop in
the village of Dryden.

“Irun a business that is a safe place for
all people. This has created an environ-
ment where people connect and share
their lives with each other and me. I hear
the concerns of current parents, retired
parents, grandparents and more every
week. My husband is a DCSD graduate

and we have family roots here, but we
knew we wanted more and to have an
impact on this community. Since mov-
ing here [from Cleveland, Ohio] our fam-
ily has started two of our kids at Dryden
Elementary, been involved in a local
church [Risen Hope] and have served
the community. We purposefully chose
public schools for our children, knowing
it can be an enriching environment for
our Kkids to interact with people differ-
ent from them. I know that public school
does not feel safe for all students and I
believe choices can be made to change
that. I want to continue to advocate that
Dryden can be a student and people-first
district. I am passionate about represent-
ing parents and community members as
part of the board. I want to make a dif-
ference and stand for the interests of our
wonderful and diverse community.”

W
warron

Versatile opportunity less than 10 minutes from the City of Ithaca—this wonderfully maintained two-story
home has been thoroughly rebuilt including new sheetrock, electric, plumbing, insulation, lighting, kitchens,
baths, windows, siding, roof, and more. Currently configured as a two-unit property with a one-bedroom
upstairs and a two-bedroom downstairs, it can easily be converted back into a spacious four-bedroom, two-
bath home, with original door framing still in place. The main floor features an eat-in kitchen with rich shaker-
style cabinets, tile flooring, and engineered hardwood in the bedrooms and living room, plus a beautifully
appointed bath with a granite vanity and ceramic tile. Upstairs offers bright, open rooms, a large bedroom,
living room, oak kitchen, and extra storage—the kitchen could be removed to create a primary suite with
bath. Each unit has laundry, and the main level includes a carport with storage. Set on a stunning 1.1-acre lot
with a sweeping lawn, wooded grove, and ample space for gardens, a play area, pets, chickens, a firepit, or
expanded outdoor living. Live on the main floor and rent the upstairs for income, or enjoy it as a single-family
home—ideal for long-term living or short-term rental. Split electric, municipal water and sewer, and natural
gas complete the package, offering classic Upstate New York charm just minutes from Ithaca.

Steve Saggese

LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER
Jhe cornerstone of your next move

Integrity - Expertise - Professionalism - Results

Over 30 years of experience

607-280-4350 Steve@lthacaHomeFinder.com
ww w.lthacaHomeFinder.com
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Signs of Sustainability

Screening and talk back for “Neither Wolf
Nor Dog” June 1

By Eric Banford

The Gayogohono Learning Project will
continue their series of free, thought-pro-
voking films by showing “Neither Wolf
nor Dog”, based on the award-winning
novel by Kent Nerburn, at Cinemapolis
on Sunday, June 1, at 2:30 p.m. This ini-
tiative aims to “foster understanding and
open minds by sharing diverse stories and
perspectives of Indigenous peoples from
across Turtle Island (now known as the
United States and Canada).”

The film will be followed by a Zoom dis-
cussion between Nerburn and Jim Wikel,
Seneca-Cayuga Nation of Oklahoma and
Advisory Board Member of The Gayo-
gohong Learning Project. In the weeks fol-
lowing the screening there will also be a
book discussion group to further explore
the book’s lessons and themes.

Nerburn started his career as a history
teacher at the Red Lake Reservation in
Minnesota. “In the three years working
there, I feel in love with the people, the cul-
ture, and their way of understanding the
world,” he shared via Zoom from his home
in Minnesota. Part of his work was doing
oral history books with his students who
sat at the feet of the tribal elders to hear
and collect their stories.

One of the people who got their hands
on the oral history books reached out to
Nerburn. “Dan” (not his real name) had
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stories he wanted to share with Nerburn,
and out of their conversations grew the
book “Neither Wolf Nor Dog”.

Being asked by “Dan” to write this
book was both humbling and daunting to
Nerburn. “A non-Native person working
in Indian Country is walking a very fine
line. You can’t really do it right. You're
constantly being judged and scrutinized.
There’s a million different points of view
among Native people. So I was worried and
afraid, and it was hard but worth doing. It
felt essential and I wanted to do this for
the people that I love that I was no longer
working for. This was my gift to give back.”

So Nerburn tried to keep his own iden-
tity while being as true as possible to the
word and identities of “Dan” and everyone
in the story. This approach earned him
praise as “the one writer who can bridge
the gap between Native and non-Native
cultures.”

“One of the things an elder had told me
was to always teach by stories because sto-
ries lodge deep in the heart,” he said. “So
this is a teaching story using real people
I knew, real places, real events, woven to-
gether in a story that should captivate the
reader and at the same time educate them
about the world I had been part of and
loved so much.”

“I’'ve always been a watcher and I didn’t
want to impose my own thinking, my own
Euro-American point of view on Native

TRUST LOCAL

Serving Tompkins County
607-273-6861 ) @Independentheatingandac
Email: independenthac@gmail.com
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history and understanding,” he shared.
“I’d rather let people speak their own sto-
ry. I didn’t realize how important it had
been to the Native people to lose their rela-
tionship with the elders as the teachers of
the children.”

While working as a consultant to movie
director John Irvin, Nerburn learned that,
“you don’t tell the story with words, you
tell it with the pictures, and the words en-
hance the visuals. The visuals are the film.
And that was a big shift for a writer.”

“I'm fascinated with watching other
people do their work,” continued Nerburn.
“Watching Steven Simpson make this film
was like a composer hearing a conductor
translate his work. It’s a different art form,
and I thought he did a wonderful job.”

When asked about the difficulty of
straddling cultures, Nerburn replied,
“Don’t presume you know anything. Rec-
ognize that you're being given a gift being
allowed into that other person’s culture.
You also can’t pretend you can cross the
line and ‘be them.””

In a press release, Gayogohony Learning
Project shared, “We sincerely hope that
our non-Indigenous neighbors and com-
munity members will join us for these
screenings made possible by The Com-
munity Arts Partnership. It is our inten-
tion that these films will offer a new lens
through which to view the First Peoples
— their vibrant cultures, the enduring im-

STEVEN LEW
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Image provided
The Gayogoho6né Learning Project will
continue their series of free films, showing
“Neither Wolf nor Dog” at Cinemapolis on
Sunday, June 1, at 2:30 p.m.

pact of colonization on their lives today,
and the vital contributions they continue
to make.”

Eric Banford tends to a budding edible
Jfood forest and pollinator habitat in Danby,
NY. Signs of Sustainability is organized by
Sustainable Finger Lakes.

2025 FUNERAL PRICE
SURVEY RESULTS

Ranges of funeral costs in Tompkins County &
part of Cayuga County

Direct (simple)
cremation:

Direct (immediate)
burial:

Full-service
funeral, typical:

Body transportation
for donation to

$950 - $3,345

(plus $350 - $450
crematory charge)
(Does not include costs
for urn or cemetery
burial plot, if used)

$2,000 - $4,500
(Does not include cost
for cemetery burial plot)

$3,750 - $7,680

(Does not include prices
for casket; cemetery
plot, vault, grave
opening, monument;
flowers; guest book;
cards; obituary, etc.)

Upstate Medical Center: $950 - $2,895

The Funeral Consumers Alliance of the Finger Lakes,

Inc. is an all-volunteer, nonprofit, service organization
that provides the public with unbiased information

about funeral planning, practices, and costs. Planning
now for your funeral can assure that you have the final
arrangements you want and spare loved ones the anxiety
of making those decisions at a difficult time.

FUNERAL CONSUMERS ALLIANCE
)| oF THE FINGER LAKES

FlngequkesFuneruIs org :

(607) 229-5286

Scan Here
. forthe Full
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SUPERINTENDENT

Continued from pg 1

Noted in the release: “During his
tenure as superintendent there, he
led strategic planning, implemented
an ambitious equity and inclusion
agenda, and oversaw multiple capital
projects totaling over $20 million. He
is known for his commitment to stu-
dent-centered leadership, transpar-
ency, and building strong community
partnerships.”

“Newfield is known for its
proud tradition of educational
excellence and its strong,
collaborative community
partnerships. | am excited to
roll up my sleeves and work
alongside the students, staff,
families, and community
members of Newfield to
continue building on this strong
foundation and make a positive
impact for all our learners.”

JESSE HARPER

Superintendent, Newfield Central
School District

Harper’s leadership at Arkport CSD
fostered the development of the dis-
trict’s first pre-kindergarten program,
the expansion of arts and agriculture
programming and the implementation

of a district-wide behavioral interven-
tion plan.

Stated in the announcement: “Harp-
er’s financial stewardship, combined
with his ability to lead with empa-
thy and clarity during times of fiscal
stress, has earned him widespread
respect. He also led innovative work
in curriculum development, mental
health support for staff, and efforts to
ensure equitable access to resources
for all students.”

The Newfield CSD superintendent
search was led by Lily Talcott, Tomp-
kins-Seneca-Tioga BOCES district su-
perintendent.

“[The search] began with dis-
trict-wide outreach, where stake-
holders shared insights on the dis-
trict’s current strengths, key areas
for growth and the desired charac-
teristics in its next leader,” Talcott
said. “These contributions shaped the
search criteria and guided the board’s
decision-making. In the final stage of
the process, representative interview
teams evaluated finalist candidates
and provided essential feedback to the
board.”

Talcott, who was born and raised in
Enfield, said in the past that it’s im-
portant to bring on someone who loves
the community and the region.

“This is a really special place. This
is my home and community, as well,”
she added.

The combined statement from the
Newfield BOE noted that they are con-

I €6

fident in Harper’s “vision, experience,

and values will lead the district into
an exciting new chapter of innovation,
inclusion, and academic success.”
Newfield Notes appears every week in
Tompkins Weekly. Send story ideas to
editorial@vizellamedia.com.

In brief:
Newfield CSD’s budget vote, board
of education election is May 20

The Newfield Central School Dis-
trict will hold the annual budget and
board of education election on May 20
from noon to 9 p.m. at the Newfield El-
ementary School gym.

According to a presentation by Per-
ry Gorgen, Newfield CSD’s business
administrator, the district’s 2025-26
budget is projected to be $26,492,408.

The total number is an increase of
$1,122,080, or 4.26%, from the 2024-25
budget ($25,411,093).

The proposed tax levy increase is
2.5%, or $184,015, for the 2025-26 school
year. This puts the tax levy from
$7,360,602 for 2024-25 to $7,544,617 for
2025-26.

For more information, go to new-
fieldschools.org.

Details provided on Greensprings
Garden Club

The Greensprings Garden Club is
now up and running in the town of
Newfield.

The club will meet at Greensprings
Natural Cemetery Preserve, 293 Irish
Hill Rd., from 10 a.m. to noon every
first and third Wednesday between

Photo provided
Jesse Harper was recently selected as
new superintendent for Newfield Central
School District.

May and October.

The following is a description of the
club:

“Volunteer with us as we divide
perennials, mulch plantings, plant
shrubs, pull weeds, pot up perennials,
rake leaves, spread gravel and more.
Drop-in and lend a hand at our nurs-
ery and demo gardens, Remembrance
Grove or Reflection Pond. Volunteers
are led by staff, and work varies and
can be tailored to abilities and experi-
ence. Bring your sunhat and a water
bottle.”

For more information, call 607-564-
7577 or email info@naturalburial.org.

Your Experts
in Pelvic Floor

Physical Therapy

Pelvic Pain
Incontinence

Maternal Health

Abdominal Rehab after Surgery

Locally Owned and Operated for
Over 10 Years!
Christine Trumble and Her Therapists
Have 30+ Years of Combined Experience!

" Trumble Physical Therapy

TrumblePhysicalTherapy.com

607-257-0567

840 Hanshaw Road, Ithaca

CHEVROLET
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HISTORY OF TOMPKINS COUNTY

Asparagus is most
often harvested in
May, as shown in
this 1905 image
from Groton
photographer Verne
Morton. Morton
was a beloved
school teacher in
Groton, and took up
photography and
documented rural
life in Tompkins
County for many
years during the
early 20th century
until his death in
1945.
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Brief

Danby explores sewer alternatives amid grant funding uncertainty

In an effort to pursue a potential munic-
ipal water system for the town of Danby,
local officials are looking into possible al-
ternatives to a system
that was detailed in a
grant-winning engi-
neering report by Hunt
Engineers.

"2 The town is soliciting
By Jaime Cone quotes from qualified
Hughes engineering firms to
Managing prepare a Map, Plan,
Editor and Report (MPR) for

two proposed sewer dis-
tricts in accordance with New York State
Town Law Article 12-A, according to Greg

Hutnick, planner and zoning officer for
the Town of Danby.

Danby was recently awarded a $4.58-mil-
lion grant from the NYS DEC Water Qual-
ity Improvement Program to fund up to
75% of the construction cost of wastewa-
ter treatment and collection systems in
the hamlets of Central Danby and West
Danby, based on the recommended alter-
natives in the Preliminary Engineering
Report (PER).

“This is an enormous amount of money
for a small town. ...I don’t know if Danby
has ever been awarded this kind of mon-
ey,” Hutnick told Tompkins Weekly short-
ly after the announcement of the grant in

CENTRAL NEW YORK CREMATION SERVICE
Dignified, Compassionate, Simple

Serving Tompkins, Cortland & Cayuga Counties
22 Church St., Moravia | (607) 423-3830
CentralNewYorkCremationService.com

Offerig. CREMATION SERVICES &
DIRECT BURIAL

Direct Cremation $950 + Cremation Fee $350
ARTHUR WEBB - NYSLFD

Ralph A, Lovelace Jr, age 91, passed
away peacefully at home on April 24,
2025,

Ralph was a lifelong resident of En-
field, NY. His life was first and fore-
most one of faith. He was a member of
Agape Bible Church for over 40 years.

Ralph worked on the family dairy
farm doing what he enjoyed most;
being his own boss, working with
animals and being out of doors, He
loved his dogs, which he had a steady
stream of throughout his life, After he
retired from the family business, he
went to work for Gaige’s Dairy Farm
for another 20 years, where he was al-
ways treated like one of the family.

He was an example of faith, grit and
tenacity, being well known for his fan-
tastically dry humor, love of family,
and donkeys.

Ralph A. Lovelace Jr

Ralph was predeceased by his par-
ents Ralph A Lovelace Sr. and Doris
Wellman Lovelace; his sisters Mary
Lehman and Catherine Wasson, and
nephew Gary Lehman, He is survived
by his wife of 46 vears Carol J. Love-
lace, daughter Jo (Brian) Marion, son
Robert (Valerie) Lowvelace, and son
Greg (Shelby) Shevalier, sister Ruth
Lovelace and brother Eugene (Mary
Jo) Lovelace, He is also survived by
8 grandchildren and 12 great-grand-
children, and numerous nieces and
nephews that all loved their Uncle
Ralph.

Family and friends are invited to
attend a celebration of life Saturday,
June 7, 2025 at 11:00 am at Agape Bible
Church, located at 264 Applegate Road
S., Ithaca, NY 14850 with Pastor Mike
Corriero.

Obituaries

Celebrating Lives, Honoring Memories

RECENT DEATH NOTICES

Name: Age: Town, State: Death Date: Arrangements:

Kim Lillie 65  Groton, NY May-9 Zirbel Funeral Home

Dale Russell 72 - May-8 CNY Cremation Service

Alexander Simonet 7% - May-8 CNY Cremation Service

Bruce K. Ross 78  Groton, NY May-8 Zirbel Funeral Home

Ruth Rosenblum Lewis 86  Ithaca, NY May-7 Bangs Funeral Home

Donald E. Harner 84  Lansing, NY May-5 Lansing Funeral Home

Maria Ann Langford 58 Ithaca, NY May-4 Zirbel Funeral Home

Lisa Bishop Oltz 70  lthaca, NY May-3 Lansing Funeral Home

Patricia M. Dougherty 84  Ithaca, NY May-3 Perkins Funeral Home

Eugenia Marie Barnaba 88 Ithaca, NY May-3 Bangs Funeral Home

James W. Wilson 83 Ithaca, NY May-2 Perkins Funeral Home

Samuel M. Ward 80 Trumansburg, NY  Apr-28 Ness-Sibley Funeral Home

Kristina W. Perialas 70  Ithaca, NY Apr-26 Bangs Funeral Home

Jane S. Peck 97  Trumansburg, NY  Apr-21 Ness-Sibley Funeral Home
16 Tompkins Weekly

January. “We just need to temper that ex-
citement with the reality that not everyone
is on board with this project. People are
wary of change.”

The project’s main purpose would be
to provide sanitary sewer collection and
treatment to the hamlets to eliminate in-
adequate on-site septic systems, reducing
nutrient loading to the headwaters of Ca-
yuga Lake.

Joel Gagnon, Danby town supervisor,
said a municipal sewer system also aligns
with Danby’s comprehensive plan, which
calls for focused growth in the hamlets

See DANBY on pg 17

Photo by Joe Scaglione

The town of Danby is soliciting quotes
from qualified engineering firms to
prepare a Map, Plan, and Report for two
proposed new municipal sewer districts.

Secure
Your
Future

with a
Certificate

of Deposit
from Chemung
Canal Trust
Company

Invest in a CD and Enjoy:

Guaranteed Returns - Lock in a fixed interest rate for peace of mind.
Safety and Security - FDIC-insured, so your money is protected.
Flexible Terms - Choose a term that fits your financial goals.

No Risk, All Reward - Unlike the stock market, your principal is secure.

Chemung Canal
Trust Company

@ O ic 2

Start Saving Today!

Visit chemungcanal.com or call
1.800.836.3711 to learn more.

Your Future, Secured.

Honoring Land &

Loved Ones

Memorial Day at Greensprings

SUNDAY
MAY 25th

10am - 2pm

W 10am Guided Birding Hike

T:I.me and 1pm Group Tours

@ 293 Irish Hill Rd
Newfield, NY

-Bring a picnic lunch and enjoy our scenic

meadows

-Explore our hiking trails at your leisure

-Catch a ride to our Wind Phone and
Remembrance Grove

For more information email info@naturalburial.org"if; 3

Greensprings
NATURAL CEMETERY PRESERVE [
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Legal Notices

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that
a license, number 0268-
24-331048 for beer, cider,
liguor and/or wine, has
been applied for by Moore
Tree Farm, LLC. (Moore
Family Farm, DBA) to sell
beer, cider, liquor and/
or wine at retail in a bar/
tavern under the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Law at
575 Auburn Rd. Groton,
NY, town of Lansing,
Tompkins County for on
premises consumption.
5/7,5/14/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Signature Dance Company
of CNY, LLC -- Articles of
Organization filed  with
Secretary of State of New
Yorkon 04/04/2025. Office
location: Cortland County.
Secretary of State of New
York designated as agent of
the limited liability company
upon whom process against
it may be served. Secretary
of State of New York shall
mail process to PO Box 129,
Homer, New York which is
the principal office of the
limited liability company.

The limited liability
company was formed
for any lawful business

purpose. 4/16, 4/23, 4/30,
5/7,5/14,5/21/2025.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF A LIMITED LIABILITY

COMPANY
STEVE HATCH RACING,
LLC. Articles of

Organization filing date
with Secretary of State
(SSNY) was 04/14/2025.
Office location: TOMPKINS
County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served and SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to 591 Lake Rd. Dryden, NY
13053. Purpose is to engage
in any and all business
activities permitted under
NYS laws. 4/23, 4/30, 5/7,
5/14,5/21,5/28/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

140 Thurston Ave LLC. Filed
4/1/25. Cty: Tompkins.

SSNY desig. for process &
shall mail 10 E 40th St, NY,
NY 10016. Purp: any lawful.
4/23, 4/30, 5/7, 5/14,
5/21,5/28/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Ithaca Computer
Associates, LLC filed Arts.
Of Org. with the Sect'y
of State of NY (SSNY)
on 03/25/2025. Office:
Tompkins County. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served
and shall mail process to:
368 Piper Rd, Newfield, NY
14867. Purpose: any lawful
act. 4/23, 4/30, 5/7, 5/14,
5/21,5/28/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Deep Blue Biorisk
Management LLC filed
Arts. Of Org. with the Sect'y
of State of NY (SSNY)
on 04/05/2025. Office:
Tompkins County. SSNY
has been designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served and shall mail
process to: 23 Sundown
Road, Freeville, NY 13068-
9722. Purpose: any lawful
act. 4/23, 4/30, 5/7, 5/14,
5/21,5/28/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY

COMPANY
Gooseflower Farm LLC
filed Arts. Of Org. with

the Sect'y of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/12/2025.
Office: Tompkins County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served and shall
mail process to 298 Podunk
Rd, Trumansburg, NY
14886. Purpose: Any lawful
business. 4/23, 4/30, 5/7,
5/14,5/21,5/28/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Pi Bus LLC. Articles of
Organization filing date
with Secretary of State
(SSNY) was 04/17/2025.
Office location: Tompkins

County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served and SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to 730 University Avenue
Ithaca, New York 14850.
Purpose is to engage in any
and all business activities
permitted under NYS laws.
4/23, 4/30, 5/7, 5/14,
5/21,5/28/2025.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Hoplight LLC. Articles of
Organization filing date
with Secretary of State
(SSNY) was 07/12/2024.
Office location: Tompkins
County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served and SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to 108 West Yates Street
Ithaca, New York 14850.
Purpose is to engage in any
and all business activities
permitted under NYS laws.
4/23, 4/30, 5/7, 5/14,
5/21,5/28/2025

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Stead & Tail LLC. Articles of
Organization filing date with
Secretary of State (SSNY)
was 04/21/2025. Office
location: Tompkins County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served and SSNY shall mail
copy of process to Stead &
Tail LLC 355 Stone Quarry
Rd Ithaca, NY 14850.
Purpose is to engage in any
and all business activities
permitted under NYS laws.
4730, 5/7, 5/14, 5/21,
5/28,6/4/2025

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

MICHEL  LOUGE  LLC.
Articles of Organization
filing date with Secretary of
State (SSNY) was 4/25/25.
Office location: Tompkins
County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served and SSNY
shall mail copy of process to
21 Rosina Drive, Ithaca, NY

14850. Purpose is to engage
in any and all business
activities permitted under
NYS laws. 4/30, 5/7, 5/14,
5/21,5/28, 6/4/2025

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

100 Sunset Park, LLC.
Art. of Org. filed with NY
Secretary of State (SSNY)
04/04/2025. Office
location: Tompkins County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to:
PO Box 4974, Key West, FL
33040-9998. Purpose: Any
lawful activity. 5/7, 5/14,
5/21,5/28, 6/4,6/11/25.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

LD Equine Solutions LLC.
Articles of Organization
filing date with Secretary of
State (SSNY) was 3/31/25.
Office location: Tompkins
County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served and SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to LD Equine Solutions LLC
43 Algerine Rd. Lansing, NY
14882. Purpose is to engage
in any and all business
activities permitted under
NYS laws. 5/7, 5/14, 5/21,
5/28,6/4,6/11/25.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY

COMPANY
JONATHAN STOUT
ELECTRIC LLC. Articles

of Organization filing date
with Secretary of State
(SSNY) was  4/27/25.
Office location: Tompkins
County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served and SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to 1805B Slaterville Rd,
Ithaca, New York 14850.
Purpose is to engage in any
and all business activities
permitted under NYS laws.
5/7,5/14,5/21, 5/28, 6/4,
6/11/25.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

RAYNIE DAY CRAFTS LLC.
Articles of Organization
filing date with Secretary
of State (SSNY) was
11/06/2024. Office
location: Tompkins County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of LLC wupon
whom process against it
may be served and SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to 335 Vanbuskirk Gulf
Rd, Newfield, NY 14867.
Purpose is to engage in any
and all business activities
permitted under NYS laws.
5/7,5/14,5/21, 5/28, 6/4,
6/11/25.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Power of the Mind.Coach,
LLC, Art. of Org. filed with
Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) 04/14/25. Office
location: Tompkins Co.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process to 591 Lake Rd.,
Dryden, NY 13053. Purpose:
any lawful activities. 5/7,
5/14, 5/21, 5/28, 6/4,
6/11/25.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Tommy Tallow LLC. Articles
of Organization filing date
with Secretary of State
(SSNY) was 04/21/2025.
Office location: Tompkins
County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served and SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to the LLC at 310 Monroe
St, Ithaca, NY 14850.
Purpose is to engage in any
and all business activities
permitted under NYS laws.
5/7,5/14,5/21, 5/28, 6/4,
6/11/25.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

Bald Mountain  Wellness
LLC filed Art. of Org. with
Secretary of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/30/2025.
Office location: Tompkins
County. SSNY has been
designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process

against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process to 287 Burns Rd.,
Brooktondale, NY 14817.
Purpose is to engage in any
and all business activities
permitted under NYS laws.
5/7,5/14,5/21, 5/28, 6/4,
6/11/25.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

312 CAYUGA HEIGHTS
ROAD LLC. Art. of Org. filed
with NY Secretary of State
(SSNY) 05/07/2025. Office
location: Tompkins County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to: 312
Cayuga Heights Rd, Ithaca,
NY 14850. Purpose: Any
lawful activity. 5/14, 5/21,
5/28,6/4,6/11,6/18/25.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

309 CA, LLC filed Articles
of Organization with
NYS on 4/30/2025. (1)
Its principal office is in
Tompkins County, NY. (2)
The Secretary of State
has been designated as
agent upon whom process
against it may be served
and a copy of any process
will be mailed to the LLC,
15 Thornwood Drive, Ithaca,
NY 14850. (3) Purpose: Any
lawful purpose. 5/14, 5/21,
5/28,6/4,6/11,6/18/25.

NOTICE of FORMATION
of a LIMITED LIABILITY

COMPANY
309 CA HC, LLC filed
Articles of Organization

with NYS on 4/30/2025.
(1) Its principal office is
in Tompkins County, NY.
(2) The Secretary of State
has been designated as
agent upon whom process
against it may be served
and a copy of any process
will be mailed to the LLC,
15 Thornwood Drive, Ithaca,
NY 14850. (3) Purpose: Any
lawful purpose. 5/14, 5/21,
5/28,6/4,6/11,6/18/25.

DANBY

Continued from pg 16

while maintaining the rural character of

the town.

“We were a little surprised to get it, and
now the question is, are we willing to do
it [when the town is] $1.5 million short, at
least? Do we do what is recommended? So
there’s been a back and forth in the back-
ground with the DEC [Department of En-
vironmental Conservation] and with the
EFC [Environmental Facilities Corpora-
tion] about where we will get more mon-
ey, and whether or not we are wedded to
a particular recommendation of the engi-
neers; how much flexibility do we have?”
Gagnon told Tompkins Weekly May 8.

Like Hutnick, Gagnon has concerns

May 14, 2025

about gaining support for the project
from the town’s residents. A remaining
25% of the project’s total cost would need
to be funded through means other than

the grant, and there is uncertainty about
whether or not the town can move through

the processes necessary to gain more

funding without the residents’ official ap-
proval, Gagnon said.

“We are not at a point, yet —and there’s a
lot of reasons why not — where the people
have been sufficiently engaged in the pro-
cess so they can decide whether they want
to be in it or not,” Gagnon explained. “But
we need their approval in order to chase
funding. The best we can do is assure peo-
ple that if you say yes, we're not going to go
ahead with it unless we have the money to
make that possible, but we're in the midst
of the early stages of that.”

Therefore, the town is interested in look-

ing at feasible (and possibly less expensive)
alternatives to the Hunt Engineering plan.

“The best we can do is assure
people that if you say yes, we're
not going to go ahead with it
unless we have the money to
make that possible, but we're in
the midst of the early stages of

that.”

JOEL GAGNON

Supervisor, Town of Danby

“The MPR will further evaluate the need
for a centralized wastewater system in
each hamlet, consider and refine solutions
identified in the PER, provide cost esti-
mates, and define both districts’ boundar-

ies for use in potential district formation,”
Hutnick stated over email.

The study, which is out to bid until May

23, is being undertaken to address waste-
water infrastructure needs in the two ham-
lets of the Town, refine feasible solutions
for each hamlet, support decision-making,
and legal formation of two sewer districts.

The chosen firm would, among other

things, review the Preliminary Engineer-
ing Report and its recommendations, eval-
uate the feasibility of alternative waste-
water collection and treatment options,
define proposed districts, and prepare cost
estimates, after which the firm would offer

public and board support and attend up
to two community engagement meetings,
where it would present its findings.

“Their job,” said Gagnon, “will be to
help us to refine the design, basically.”

Tompkins Weekly 17



Real Estate Transactions

CAROLINE

- Mark Sagula & George Wagner
bought from Louis P. Sagula &
William Feyen Jr. at N/A, Caroline,
NY 13053 on 04/15/25 for $4,800.

DRYDEN

- George Q. Day & Lena Wong
bought from Robert S. Hoffman &
Heather M. Hoffman at 29 Meadow
Lark Rd, Dryden, NY 13053 on
04/15/25 for $299,000.

- Hunter Hagin bought from Norma
Morris Estate & Scott Morris at
143 Sweetland Rd, Dryden, NY
13045 on 04/17/25 for $150,000.

ENFIELD

Davi Fernandez & Elizabeth
Lawson bought from Two Mothers
Farm Inc. at 863 Hayts Rd, Enfield,
NY 14850 on 04/14/25 for
$450,000.
- David Fernandez bought from
Two Mothers Farmland LLC at 863

Hayts Rd, Enfield, NY 14850 on
04/14/25 for $110,000.
- Gaige Farms Inc. bought from
Daniel H. Smith at 3151 Waterburg
Rd, Enfield, NY 13073 on 04/11/25
for $2,250,000.
- Gaige Farms Inc. bought from
Daniel H. Smith at Buck Hill Rd N,
Enfield, NY 13073 on 04/11/25 for
$2,250,000.
- Gaige Farms Inc. bought from
Daniel H. Smith at Iradell Rd,
Enfield, NY 13073 on 04/11/25 for
$2,250,000.
- Gaige Farms Inc. bought from
Daniel H. Smith at Mekeel Rd,
Enfield, NY 13073 on 04/11/25 for
$2,250,000.
- Gaige Farms Inc. bought from
Daniel H. Smith at Waterburg Rd,
Enfield, NY 13073 on 04/11/25 for
$2,250,000.

Kevin Jablonski & Rebecca
Jablonski bought from Thomas D.
Ward 2nd & Barbara Ward at N/A,

Enfield, NY 13073 on 04/17/25 for
$408,500.

GROTON

- Brian Lewis bought from Brian
Beebe at 31 Gulf Hill Rd, Groton, NY
13073 on 04/11/25 for $142,590.
- Cherise Tolbert & Aaron Tolbert
bought from Christopher Dempsey
at 68 Lick St, Groton, NY 13068 on
04/15/25 for $380,000.

ITHACA

- Erin S. Brackett bought from
Gregory J. Davis at 214 Floral Ave,
Ithaca, NY 14850 on 04/14/25 for
$160,000.

Aisha T. Burton-Okala &
Emmanuel Okala bought from
Ray Stockton & Trika Stockton
at Alison Dr, Ithaca, NY 14851 on
04/17/25 for $72,500.

George Eger & Martha J.
Erickson-Eger bought from Lyn
G. Gallo & Barbara J. Foley at 215

Fall View Ter, Ithaca, NY 14850 on
04/15/25 for $641,000.

- Timothy Lent & Alicia Fahrner
bought from David Stevenson &
Holly Stevenson at 136 E Spencer
St, Ithaca, NY 14850 on 04/16/25
for $295,000.

- Todd Leong bought from Bramble
C. Klipple & Charles R. Rendleman
at N/A, lthaca, NY 14851 on
04/17/25 for $680,500.

- Matthew Mcguire & Nicholas
Rivera bought from Herbert
Truesdale at 317 Mitchell St,
Ithaca, NY 14850 on 04/15/25 for
$495,000.

- Rajwinder Singh bought from
Lotus Flower Properties LLC at
750 Aurora St S, Ithaca, NY 14851
on 04/17/25 for $357,500.

Lynne  Taetzsch  bought
from Nancy B. Schuler at 221
Strawberry Hill Cir #3, Ithaca, NY
14850 on 04/11/25 for $495,000.

Tanay Tandon & Nikita

Ravindranath bought from Edward
A. Cope & Carolyn B. Cope at 517
Aurora St S, Ithaca, NY 14851 on
04/17/25 for $405,000.

LANSING

- Patrick Cappuccitti & Annie
Cappuccitti bought from Lawrence
E. Decker & Marian W. Decker at
44 Nor Way, Lansing, NY 14850 on
04/15/25 for $552,500.

- Douglas J. Emerick & Theresa E.
Emerick bought from Bea-Young
LLC & Barnett-Young LLC at N/A,
Lansing, NY 13068 on 04/15/25
for $7,500.

- Gorges Development LLC bought
from Lansing United Methodist
Church at 56 Burdick Hill Rd,
Lansing, NY 13068 on 04/14/25
for $300,000.

- Sabrina Johnston & Harold Mills
bought from Darryl Nickerson &
Cindy Nickerson at Ludlow Rd,
Lansing, NY 13068 on 04/14/25

for $145,000.

North  Triphammer Holding
LLC bought from Christopher
D. Delaney Revocable Trust &
Christopher D. Delaney at N/A,
Lansing, NY 13068 on 04/17/25
for $325,000.

- Craig Wallace & Julie Wallace
bought from Cheryl Kramer at 339
Lansing Station Rd, Lansing, NY
14882 on 04/16/25 for $612,000.

NEWFIELD

- Chloe Payton & Matthew Payton
bought from Mark E. D-Latham
at 1841 W Danby Rd, Newfield, NY
14867 on 04/16/25 for $245,000.

ULYSSES

- Gaige Farms Inc. bought from
Daniel H. Smith at N/A, Ulysses, NY
14850 on 04/11/25 for $400,000.
- Gaige Farms Inc. bought from
Daniel H. Smith at N/A, Ulysses, NY
14850 on 04/11/25 for $500,000.

Classifieds

ATTORNEY

- Injured in an accident? Don't
accept the insurance company’s
first offer. Many injured parties
are entitled to major cash
settlements. Get a free evaluation
to see what your case is really
worth. 100% free evaluation. Call
now: 1-888-454-4717. Be ready
with your zip code to connect with
the closest provider.

AUTOS WANTED

- Donate your car to veterans
today! Help and support our
veterans. Fast, free pick-up. 100%
tax deductible. Call now: 1-800-
245-0398.

- We buy 8,000 cars a week! Sell
your old, busted, or junk car with
no hoops, haggles, or headaches.
Sell your car to Peddle with an
easy three-step process: instant
offer, free pickup, fast payment.
Call now: 1-855-403-3374.

AUTO DONATIONS

- Get a break on your taxes! Donate
your car, truck, or SUV to assist
the blind and visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle
pickup and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind today: 1-855-484-3467.

- Got an unwanted car? Your car
donation to Patriotic Hearts helps
veterans find work or start their
own business. Fast, free pick-up,
running or not! Call 24/7: 1-833-
441-4496.

EVENTS

Antique lovers take note!
Brimfieldis here—all shows! May 13
- 18, 2025. New shows open daily!
Visit www.brimfieldantiqueweek.
com. 2025 dates: May 13 - 18, July
8- 13, September 2 - 7, 2025.

BATH
REMODEL

|

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free

Installation.

CALL NOW
866.753.9521

HEALTH

- Attention oxygen therapy users!
Discover oxygen therapy that
moves with you with Inogen
Portable Oxygen Concentrators.
Free information kit available. Call
now: 1-833-661-4172.

Hearing aids! High-quality,
rechargeable, powerful Audien
hearing aids priced 90% less
than competitors. Tiny and nearly
invisible with a 45-day money-
back guarantee! Call now: 855-
819-7060.

- Attention: Viagra and Cialis users!
A cheaper alternative to high
drugstore prices! 50-pill special
for only $99, 100% guaranteed.
Call now: 1-833-641-6397.

- Viagra and Cialis users! 50
generic pills special $119.00!
Shipped discreetly to your home.
100% guaranteed. Call 24/7: 800-
709-3080.

Dental insurance needed?

Coverage for 400+ procedures
from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Real dental insurance—
not just a discount plan. Get your
free information kit with details!
Call 1-855-526-1060 or visit www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258.
- Portable oxygen concentrator
may be covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence  and
mobility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit! Call
now: 877-305-1535.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

- Do you need a roof or energy-
efficient ~ windows &  help
paying for it? You may qualify
through new relief programs.
Approved applications get work
completed by Homeowner
Funding. Call 1-800-944-9393 or
visit  NYProgramFunding.org to

SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Add'l terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer. Expires 3/30/25.

qualify. Not affiliated with state or
government programs.

- Aging roof? New homeowner?
Storm damage? You need a local
expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free
estimate and financing available.
Call now: 1-833-880-7679.

- Prepare for power outages today!
Get a Generac Home Standby
Generator andreceive a free 5-year
warranty with qualifying purchase.
It's not just a generator—it's a
power move. Call 1-877-516-1160
to schedule a free quote.

- Beautiful bath updates in as little
as one day! Superior quality bath
and shower systems at affordable
prices. Lifetime warranty and
professional installs. Call now:
1-855-399-2076.

Safe Step. North America’s

#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now
featuring our free shower package
and $1600 off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1-855-916-5473.
- Get DISH Satellite TV + internet!
Free install, free HD-DVR upgrade,
80,000 on-demand movies, plus
up to $600 in gift cards for a
limited time. Call today: 1-866-
782-4069.

Prepare for power

with  Briggs &  Stratton®
PowerProtect™ standby
generators—the most powerful
home standby generators
available. Industry-leading
comprehensive warranty—7 years
($849 value). Proudly made in
the U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton
1-888-605-1496.
- Do you know what'sin your water?
Leaf Home Water Solutions offers
free water testing and whole-
home water treatment systems
installed in as little as one day.
15% off your entire purchase, plus
10% senior & military discounts.
Restrictions apply. Schedule your
free test today: 1-866-247-5728.

outages

It’s not justa
generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty

with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
et

*Terms and Conditions apply.

HOME SERVICES

- Aging roof? New homeowner?
Got storm damage? You need a
local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free
estimate and financing available.
Call now: 1-888-878-9091.

- Water damage cleanup! A small
amount of water can cause major
damage to your home. Our trusted
professionals dry out wet areas
and repair to protect your family
and home value. Call 24/7: 1-833-
887-0117. Have your zip code
ready!

MISCELLANEOUS
- Extreme Internet $39 month!
Insanely fast fiber speed! Available
nationwide! No contracts! No
credit check! Everyone approved!
Get insane fiber speeds for $39/
month. Call now: 866-905-2272.
- Prepare for power outages today!
Get a Generac Home Standby
Generator andreceive afree 5-year
warranty with qualifying purchase.
It's not just a generator—it's a
power move. Call 1-855-948-6176
to schedule a free quote.
Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter offers the
most advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule a
free estimate today. 20% off
entire purchase, plus 10% senior
& military discounts. Call now:
1-833-610-1936.
- Inflation is at 40-year highs!
Interest rates are up—credit cards,
medical bills, car loans. Have $10k
or more in debt? Call National
Debt Relief to pay off your debt
for significantly less than you owe!
Free quote: 1-844-955-4930.
- Bath & shower updates in as little
as 1 day! Affordable prices, no
payments for 18 months, lifetime
warranty, and professional installs.
Senior & military discounts
available. Call now: 1-877-543-
9189.
- Become a published author! We

Be prepared before the next power outage.

=

want to read your book! Dorrance
Publishing, trusted since 1920,
offers consultation, production,
promotion, and distribution. Call
for a free author’'s guide: 1-877-
729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads.

- Struggling with your timeshare?
Wesley Financial Group, LLC,
timeshare cancellation experts,
cancelled over $50,000,000 in
debt and fees in 2019. Get a free
info package and learn how to
get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations, over 450 positive
reviews. Call now: 833-308-1971.

- DIRECTV Stream—carries the
most local MLB games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo for 12
months, stream on 20 devices
at once. HBO Max included for 3
months with Choice Package or
higher. No contract or hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply. Call IVS:
1-866-859-0405.

- Replace your roof with the best!
Steel from Erie Metal Roofs—
longest-lasting material in 3 styles
and multiple colors. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime! Limited-time
offer: up to 50% off install, plus
additional 10% off for military,
health, and first responders. Call
now: 1-833-370-1234.

- Jacuzzi Bath Remodel! Install
a new, custom bath or shower in
as little as one day. For a limited
time, all installation costs waived!
(Additional terms apply, subject
to change, varies by dealer. Offer
ends 6/30/25.) Call now: 1-844-
501-3208.

- Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility!  Discover the ideal
solution for anyone who struggles
on stairs, is concerned about a
fall, or wants to regain access to
their entire home. Call AmeriGlide
today: 1-833-399-3595.

- Home break-ins take less than
60 seconds! Don't wait—protect
your family, home, and assets now
for as little as 70¢/day! Call now:
1-844-591-7951.

- MobileHelp—America's premier
mobile medical alert system! For
safety and peace of mind, whether
you're home or away. No long-
term contracts! Free brochure:
Call 1-888-489-3936.

- We buy houses for cash as is!
No repairs, no fuss, any condition.
Easy three-step process: call, get
cash offer, and get paid. Call Liz
Buys Houses for your fair cash

offer today: 1-844-877-5833.
Consumer  Cellular—reliable
coverage!  Same  nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract, no hidden
fees, free activation. All plans
feature unlimited talk & text,
starting at just $20/mo. Call now:
1-877-751-0866.
- Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited talk,
text, and data for just $25/mo.
The power of three 5G networks,
one low price! Call today and get
the latest iPhone every year on us:
844-329-9391.

REAL ESTATE

- We buy houses for cash as is!
No repairs, no fuss, any condition.
Easy three-step process: call, get
cash offer, and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670.

SERVICES

- Pest control! Protect your home
from pests safely and affordably—
roaches, bed bugs, rodents,
termites, spiders, and more.
Locally owned and affordable. Call
for service or an inspection today:
1-833-549-0598. Have zip code of

property ready!
Consumer  Cellular—reliable
coverage!  Same  nationwide

coverage as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract, no hidden
fees, free activation. All plans
feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. Call
now: 1-844-919-1682.

TRAVEL SERVICES

- Save on your travel plans! Up to
75% off more than 500 airlines
and 300,000 hotels worldwide.
Let us do the research for you for
free! Call now: 877-988-7277.

TV INTERNET PHONE
-DIRECTV—allyourentertainment!
Nothing on your roof! Sign up and
get your first three months of Max,
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz,
MGM+, and Cinemax included.
Choice Package $84.99/mo. Some
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV:
1-888-534-6918.

- Affordable TV & internet! If
you're overpaying for your service,
call now for a free quote and see
how much you can save! Call now:
1-855-399-2803.
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CULVERTS

Continued from pg 4

stream. And I think here with the
Agard Road we’re actually looking
for, and will be likely applying for,
the culvert replacement program.
That looks at hydraulically under-
sized, structurally deficient cul-
verts.”

The grant breakdown for that
project is similar: up to a million
dollars in funding, with 75% of the
cost of the project covered by a
grant and the other 25% being paid
by the municipality.

“With the Agard Road culvert out-
lined in the engineering report, that
total project cost was about $958,000,
so using round numbers to grant re-
quests [there] will be about $720,000
coming from the grant,” McKenna
said. “Agard Road was in the worst
condition hydraulically and had the
least hydraulic capacity of the six.”

Olson said the Agard Road re-
placement could require further
studies.

“The reason for the hydraulic
analysis is the exit of the culvert.
The exit is not capable of handling a
two- to three-inch rainstorm, which
we have plenty of,” Olson said. “If
we upsize the culvert, it could po-
tentially make things worse. So a
downstream study would need to be
done before we can proceed.”

McKenna said that the point of the
hydraulic investigation is to ensure

that if the town releases more water
by widening the culvert, flooding
wouldn’t worsen in the town down-
stream.

The downstream study would
make the town a more appealing ap-
plicant when requesting a grant to
finance the project from the DEC.

“I just think that [the study] is go-
ing to show the town’s desire and
need to really focus on this,” McK-
enna said.

The meeting yielded a unanimous
vote from the town board, which
decided to move forward with the
downstream study. That will cost
$16,500.

Ulysses Connection appears every
week in Tompkins Weekly. Send sto-
ry ideas to editorial@uizellamedia.
com. Contact Eddie Velazquez at ed-
vel37@gmail.com or on X (formerly
Twitter) @ezvelazquez.

In brief:

The 2025 preliminary tax roll is
now available.

The deadline to submit an infor-
mal assessment review has passed.
Parties who want to contest the 2025
tax assessment can submit a formal
grievance through May 27, accord-
ing to the Tompkins County Office
of Assessment.

There will be appointments avail-
able for Grievance Day on May 27,
2025, to appear in front of the Board
of Assessment Review. You can
call to schedule an appointment at
607-274-55117.

*

AC RECHARGE.

*REFRIGERANT NOT INCLUDED.

ANY AC RELATED REPAIRS

Make appointment online, call, text or stop by.
720 W. Court Street, Ithaca | www.WinksBodyShop.com | 607.252.4979

May 14, 2025

Photo provided
Town of Ulysses officials discussed the issue of water management infrastructure at

its April 22 meeting and will continue addressing culvert reinforcement during its first
meeting on May 13.

Bulk Landscape Materials Delievered!

When You Need a Hand Improving Your Land .1
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: f Preserving Legacies & Shifting Perspectives
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~ with Integrity & Passion

We have abolished all charges for services common
to funeral homes that we find unfair, we believe these services
. should be given at no extra charge to the family members left ©
¢ behind. These adjustments have led us to become the most
# affordable funeral home in Tompkins and Cortland Counties by
é far (see 2023 price survey at FingerLakesFunerals.org) .
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All services with prices are listed ™
on our website

Art Webb

Owner/Funeral Director

Amos Malone

Owner/Pastor
Member ofthe To give you 100% peace of mind, we now offer
NYS guaranteed pricing on any pre-funded funeral
FUN ERAL arrangements. Without this guarantee,
our loved ones may still be responsible for
DIRECTORS

b some of your final expenses.
ASSQCIATION, INC.

115 Williams St., Groton * (607) 898-3867
ZirbelFuneralHome.com
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Stay connected to your

® Schedule appointments

Ca re team With eG u-th rie * Message your provider

* View test results

® Request prescription renewals
Experience excellence with Guthrie’s fully customized MyChart experience. * View upcoming appointments
eGuthrie is free and convenient, helping you manage your care at home, work
or on the road.

and procedures
e Add your name to a wait list for

All these features are available online and through the eGuthrie app for Apple earlier appointment times
and Android devices. ® Have a virtual visit

X e Check walk-in wait times
Get started today at www.eGuthrie.org.

Providing Property and Casualty
Insurance for homes and
’ businesses represented by a network
of over 400 independent agents

SECURITY MUTUAL GROUP throughout New York State.

Local & responsive coverage through your trusted hometown agents:
> Andrews Agency > Maguire Family Insurance
607-273-7551 | AndrewsAgencylnsurance.com 607-261-1301 | MaguireFamilylnsurance.com
> Bailey Place Agency > Tompkins Insurance Agencies
607-319-0094 | BaileyPlace.com 888-261-2688 | Tompkinslns.com
> Robert C. Dempsey Insurance > True Insurance
607-898-5134 | RCDempsey.com 607-273-7511 | Truelnsurance.com
> Larkin Insurance > P.W. Wood & Son, The Wood Office
607-273-4732 | LarkinlnsuranceAgency.com 607-266-3303 | TheWoodOffice.com
SECURITY SECURITY
Q- ¢ grE————
INSURANC s INSURANC Visit: SecurityMutual.com
Established 1887 Established 1910
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